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Staley Bridge set back again
County gets only one bid and it is too high; board tries patchwork of funding sources
BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

The joint effort by Edgar 
County and Elbridge Town-
ship to build a new bridge 
over Sugar Creek has taken 
another hit.

County engineer Aar-
on Lawson met with Edgar 
County Board members on 
this topic during the Mon-
day, Feb. 11, road and bridge 
committee meeting and 
again during the Wednesday, 
Feb. 13, regular county board 
meeting. Lawson said only 
one bid was received, and it 
came in much higher than the 
engineering estimated cost.

“We would like to rebid it,” 
said Lawson. “It is my recom-

mendation you reject the bid.”
County board members 

followed the engineer’s 
recommendation, but did 
approve other resolutions 
related to the Staley Bridge. 
Board chairman Jeff Voigt 
was authorized to sign an-
other promissory note with 
EnerStar Power. The electric 
cooperative administers funds 
related to the United State 
Department of Agriculture’s 
Rural Development Program, 
and that is the money being 
made available to the county. 
The loan has nothing to do 
with money the cooperative 
receives from member cus-
tomers for providing electric 
service.

“We want to act on this,” 
said board chairman Jeff Voi-
gt. “We want to nail down all 
of the funds needed.”

One of the major hurdles 
in getting the bridge built is 
finding sufficient revenue. 
The county generates far too 
little in taxes to build a bridge. 
This forces the county and 
township to save the annual 
County Aid to Bridges money 
and state payments into the 
Township Bridge Funds. 

As a result, the county is 
attempting to cobble together 
a variety of funding mecha-
nisms rather than waiting the 
many years it would take to 
save more than $1 million for 
building the bridge and mean-

while deny other important 
infrastructure needs. 

The intent of the proposed 
Staley Bridge is to replace 
a low-water concrete slab 
crossing of Sugar Creek on 
Staley Road. Federal money is 
available only for replacing an 
existing bridge, not new con-
struction, and a low-water slab 
crossing does not qualify as a 
replacement.

There is also a sense of ur-
gency because the low-water 
crossing poses a risk for any-
one attempting to drive across 
it. High water in June 2018 
swept a vehicle from the slab 
and trapped a woman and her 
six-year-old son until firefight-
ers rescued them from Sugar 

Creek. 
Several other action items 

were on the agenda for the 
Feb. 13 meeting.

Voigt was authorized to 
sign a contract between the 
county and the Illinois FOP 
Labor Council for sheriff de-
partment deputies. The du-
ration of the contract is from 
Dec. 1, 2017, through Nov. 
30, 2020. 

According to Voigt, the 
contract will not be signed 
until the sheriff, the coun-
ty’s negotiating attorney and 
members of the negotiating 
committee have completed 
a thorough read of the docu-
ment.

See BOARD, Page 8A

HARMON CONNECTS WITH YOUTHS

Special to The Prairie Press
The Chrisman High School FCCLA chapter sponsored speaker Nathan 
Harmon for an all-day event Tuesday, Feb. 12, as part of the FCCLA Stop the 
Violence campaign. Bottom row, left to right, Kailey Phipps, Robbie Rollins, 
Hailey Valdes and Destiny Christenson. Top row, left to right, Lindsey Franz, 
Alexis McDaniels, Harmon, Jamie Phillips, Maddie Gibbens and Meghan 
Tischer.

People, actions matter

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – When Nathan 
Harmon speaks students can’t help 
but listen.

The young man from Indiana 
did an assembly and all-day break-
out sessions with Chrisman High 
School and junior high students 
Tuesday, Feb. 12. Topics covered in-
cluded true friendship, trust, the im-
portance of communication, pain, 
doubt, bullying, substance abuse, 
suicide, recovery and success.

Starting a high-energy, fast-paced 
and emotional program, Harmon 
told students he understands their 
assumption an outside speaker 
doesn’t understand anything about 
student life and they feel free to joke 
around and not pay any attention. 
Climbing the bleachers and getting 
face-to-face with some junior high 
school students, he issued a warning.

“If you are not paying attention, 
I will come to you,” he said. “If you 
think you can out speak me, out joke 

me, out clown me, you can’t.”
Back on the gym floor, Harmon 

added, “We are going to live life to-
gether.”

He told the audience how he was 
devastated as a child when his seem-
ingly happy parents divorced and the 
pain that caused. Several students re-
sponded with a show of hands when 
he asked how many are from broken 
homes and know that pain.

“I didn’t know it’s OK not to be 
OK,” said Harmon. “I developed a 
fake mask to hide the pain. Inside I 
was screaming, but I was wearing my 
mask.”

He told students talking is the best 
way to heal the pain from a divorce 
or any other issue. He said school 
is a good place to start with teach-
ers and counselors and confiding 

Chrisman High School’s 
FCCLA promotes Stop 
the Violence with special 
assembly

See HARMON, Page 8A

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Nathan Harmon talks with a Chrisman student Tuesday after making a presentation to the combined high school/
junior high school regarding finding hope and living a positive life. Following the assembly, he did breakout sessions 
with high school students for the remainder of the morning and junior high school students during the afternoon.

BY NED JENISON
njenison@mac.com

Paris may once again seek 
the means to build a walking/
biking path between Twin 
Lakes Park and Paris Cooper-
ative High School.

The city council has sched-
uled a public hearing on the 
proposed route, and a grant 
application for a municipal 
trails program offered through 
the state. It is scheduled for 4 
p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 20, at 
City Hall, during the regular 
pre-agenda council meeting. 
Mayor Craig Smith urges all 

interested individuals or orga-
nizations to attend.

The grant, if approved, 
would finance up to 80 per-
cent of the cost of the project, 
up to a maximum $200,000. 
Remainder of the cost would 
be covered by various private 
funding sources, the mayor 
said.

The proposed route tenta-
tively runs from Twin Lakes 
Park near the former water 
works, north across the lake 
on the Route One bridge, 
through Kiwanis Park onto 
Blue Heron Road, then be-

tween industrial and resi-
dential properties toward the 
southern border of the high 
school property.

Commissioner Bob Boyer 
announced a major accom-
plishment as the council 
unanimously approved a new 
contract between the city and 
the Paris Firefighters Local 
4393, the union representing 
city firemen. The new collec-
tive bargaining agreement is 
effective as of April 1 and will 
continue for three years. The 
council also approved the an-
nual intergovernmental agree-

ment between the city and the 
Paris Fire Protection District, 
relating to services by the city 
and rural fire departments.

Commissioner Jerry Bran-
son reported the annual brush 
grinding of landscape and tree 
trimmings at the Potts Lane 
site will take place by late this 
month. A large portion of the 
ground-up material will be 
hauled away for use by a pri-
vate livestock operator, Bran-
son added.

The council approved a 
contract for the brush grind-
ing with AgriCycle at a cost 

of $23,900, after waiving the 
formal bidding requirement.

In other business, the 
council renewed the lease of 
13 acres of farmland at the 
south edge of the city with 
Brent Becker for this year, 
and the repair of a pump at 
the Eads sewer lift station 
by Wabash Valley Motor for 
$1,202.50.

The regular pre-agenda 
meeting Wednesday, Feb. 20, 
will follow the public hearing 
on the Twin Lakes to Paris 
High School Multi-Use Path 
project.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

BROCTON – Mayor Dennis 
Cary delivered some good news to 
the Brocton Village Board during 
the Wednesday, Feb. 13, meeting.

Cary confirmed the village was 
selected for a $500,000 grant from 
the Illinois Department of Com-
merce and Economic Opportunity. 
The village’s contract engineers pre-
pared the grant and the money will 
be used to replace water mains on 
the east side of the village.

While the grant has been award-
ed, the money is not yet released.

“We are hoping for a fall build,” 
said Cary. 

Accepting the grant puts the vil-
lage on the hook for a 20 percent 
match of $100,000. Cary said the 
village can handle that amount 
through a low-interest loan. 

What the grant will do is install 
new 4-inch PVC pipes to replace 
4-inch metal pipes that have been 
underground between 50 and 60 
years. 

“The pipes are giving us prob-
lems now,” said Cary. 

During the business portion of 
the meeting, it was reported fixing 
a recently discovered water leak at 
the village baseball diamond re-
duced the monthly pump totals at 
the water house by almost 70,000 
gallons.

Brocton is a small village on the 
west side of Edgar County. It’s pop-
ulation as of the 2010 census is 332. 
Cary acknowledged some surprise 
the tiny community was selected 
for the grant.

“We are so used to seeing Chica-
go get everything,” he said.

The installation of new water 
mains enhances a continuing effort 
to improve water service for village 
residents. A new water treatment 
plant was built approximately six 
years ago at which time new resi-
dential water meters were installed.

Moving potable water under-
ground is one issue, but Brocton 
faces another water related prob-
lem. The village is located in a 

Brocton 
receives 
$500,000 
DCEO grant
Plan is to install new 
water mains 

See BROCTON, Page 8A

High school walking path gets another look



TODAY

CHILI AND SOUP COOK-OFF
The Faith in Action of Edgar 
County 15th Annual Chili and 
Soup Cook-off is 4:30 p.m. 
Feb. 16 at Lake Ridge Christian 
Church. Service lasts until the 
food is gone, which normally 
takes about two hours. This is an 
all you can eat event featuring a 
variety of soups, assorted styles 
of chili, hot dogs, vegetables and 
dessert. Diners may vote for a 
favorite soup or chili in the blind 
taste competition. All proceeds 
from the event go to support 
Faith in Action’s local mission. 
More information is available by 
calling 217-466-6388.

FUNDRAISER FOR STUDENT
Hunter Thompson, a Shiloh 
School District student, is sched-
uled for brain and spinal surgery 
at Riley Children’s Hospital, and 
his stay could be up to five days. 
A chili supper is scheduled 4-7 
p.m. today, Feb. 16, in the Shiloh 
Multipurpose Room. The menu is 
chili, crackers, celery sticks and 
drinks for a free will donation. 
There will also be a 50/50 raffle. 
All proceeds from the event go 
the Thompson family to assist 
with the medical expenses.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OPEN
The Edgar County Historical 
Society is open from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. today and the first and 
third Saturdays of every month 
for 2019

YOGA AND MIMOSAS BENEFIT
A unique fundraiser for the Paul 
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LUNCH AND LEARN: SUICIDE AWARENESS FEB. 27
The Human Resources Center of Edgar and Clark Counties is 
resuming the lunch and learn series at the end of February.
Lunch and Learn is an effort to educate the community about a 
wide variety of mental health issues. Those attending get a meal 
over the noon hour as HRC staff presents information on several 
topics. This is part of the HRC effort of Improving Community 
Wellness by Tackling Trauma. The noon-1 p.m. Feb. 27 lunch and 
learn session at the Café France deals with suicide awareness, 
prevention and what the community can do to address this is-
sue. Anyone struggling with thoughts of suicide should call HRC 
at 465-4188, the National Suicide Prevention Life at 1-800-273-
TALK (8255) or text “GO” to 741-741. Another option is visiting 
www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org. Those planing to attend the 
suicide prevention program lunch and learn session needs to 
send an RSVP to Ellen Auten, 217-465-4118, ext. 1266 so the HRC 
staff has accurate information for food preparation.

SHARE YOUR EVENT
Community events are published for free as space allows.  
For inclusion in the community calendar, submit the name of the 
event, a brief description of it, location, cost to attend (if any), a 
contact name and phone number/email for the public. To submit:

Email: nzeman@prairiepress.net
Mail: Community Calendar, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944
Questions? call 217-921-3216.

DON’T MISS

PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

37   28
Prec: 0%

36   25
Prec: 60%

35   22
Prec: 0%

38   29
Prec: 0%

39   26
Prec: 50%

40   27
Prec: 0%

43   31
Prec: 0%

TODAY — Mostly sunny with highs close to 
seasonal averages in the upper 30s.

SUNDAY — Snow likely in the morning 
before changing to a wintry mix and then all 
rain. Highs reach the mid 30s.

MONDAY — Highs top out in the mid 30s 
under partly sunny skies.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 6:42 a.m. 5:28 p.m. 2:08 p.m. 4:14 a.m.

SUNDAY 6:41 a.m. 5:29 p.m. 3:16 p.m. 5:12 a.m.

MONDAY 6:39 a.m. 5:31 p.m. 4:30 p.m. 6:05 a.m.

TUESDAY 6:38 a.m. 5:32 p.m. 5:46 p.m. 6:50 a.m.

WEDNESDAY 6:37 a.m. 5:33 p.m. 7:01 p.m. 7:30 a.m.

THURSDAY 6:35 a.m. 5:34 p.m. 8:15 p.m. 8:06 a.m.

FRIDAY 6:34 a.m. 5:35 p.m. 9:25 p.m. 8:40 a.m.

Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .39°/22°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68° in 1954
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -10° in 1958

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.27”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.32”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.23”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3.71”

NORMAL:    High: 39   Low: 22    More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

EVERETT LAU
Weather
Wizard

@elau_weather on Twitter
@EdgarCoWx on Twitter

Paris Area Weather 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  It is our policy to check 
every story for its accuracy. 
If you were contacted for an 
article and the information 
wasn’t verified, please contact 
Publisher Nancy Zeman at 
217-921-3216 or nzeman@
prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  
let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? 
Call us at 217-921-3216, email 
us at nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or ghenry@prairiepress.net or 
message us on Facebook. 

We always welcome family, 
club, church and community 
news for publication in The Prai-
rie Press/Paris Beacon-News. 

TALK BACK

ABOUT US

Business office: 101 N. Central 
Ave., Paris, IL  61944

Office hours: 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Phone: 217-921-3216
Publisher: Nancy Roberts Zeman
Editor: Gary Henry
Contributors: Suzanne Williams, 
Ruth Patchett, Ned Jenison and 
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Michelle Jacobs
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Mary Beth Walls
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submissions are due 5 p.m. 
Wednesday prior to the Satur-

day publication.  Advertising 
(display or classifieds ads) 
are due 1 p.m. Thursday prior 
to the Saturday publication. 

The Prairie Press is published  
weekly on Saturday by Prairie 
Beacon LLC and is delivered to 
residents in and around Edgar 
County, Clark County, Douglas 
County, Vermilion County and 
Coles County, Ill.

The publisher assumes no 
liability through typographical 
error, and in no event will liability 
be assumed for merchandise 
incorrectly priced. 

 Postmaster please send 
address changes to The Prairie 
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Copyright 2019 by Prairie 
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Reproduction in whole or in part 
without written permission is 
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Prospect Bank

MUSICIAN OF 
THE MONTH

Honoring outstanding Paris High School seniors who
participate in instrumental or vocal music or drama.

Sydni Adams
January 2019 Musician of the Month

Pictured from left are: Father of Recipient Jeff Adams; Mother of the Recipient Pam Trilby; Senior Vice 
President Retail & Assistant Cashier for Prospect Bank, Autumn Kasey, Award Recipient, Sydni Adams, 

Director of Bands, Paris High School, Dr. Kevin Pruiett; Assistant Director of Bands and Choir Director, Paris 
High School, Jessica Hendrickson 

Sydni, daughter of Pam & Pat Trilby, Jeff Adams & Becky Vice, has earned the 
Musician of the Month award sponsored by Prospect Bank. Sydni has as 5.0 
GPA, is a member of the National Honor Society, Honor Roll, and Tri-M National 
Music Honor Society.  Sydni is involved in Band and Beacon Brigade.  She is also 
a member of Interact Club, Drama & Spanish Club.  She enjoys volunteering with 
Interact activities.

The officers and staff of Prospect Bank understand the discipline and commitment of 
excellence required of our outstanding senior musicians.  We are proud to honor this 

outstanding PCHS student for working to be the best!

Member FDIC

Residential • Commercial    
Industrial • Waste Removal

   217-465-3335     
www.ingrumwastedisposal.com
“Where service makes the difference” 

THINK SPRING!!  
We have a small dumpster just for you to do spring cleaning!

Taking Consignments

PARIS YOUNG 
FARMERS

46th Annual Consignment Auction
Quality Farm Machinery, Livestock Equipment 

& Miscellaneous Farm Items
Auction date: 

Saturday, March 9th – 10 AM Central
Auction location: 

Edgar County Fair Grounds in Paris, IL

Equipment Check in/Unloading dates:
Wednesday, March 6th @ 12 noon - 5 PM

Thursday, March 7th @ 8 AM - 5 PM
Friday, March 8th @ 8 AM - 5 PM

Saturday, March 9th @ 7 AM - 9 AM

NOTE: The Paris Young Farmers Annual 
Consignment Auction is a fund raiser held 

every year to generate funds to be used for 
scholarships for local young students 

pursuing an agricultural related career.
For consignments contact: 

Eric Tate 217-822-7912 

ABOUT US

SERVING EDGAR COUNTY SINCE 1848

Volume 5, Issue 26

Published by
Prairie Beacon, LLC

Nancy Roberts Zeman, publisher

Gary Henry, editor

USPS 420-580. Periodicals postage paid  at the Paris,  
Illinois, post office, 61944. The Prairie Press is published once a week, on Satur-
days, by Prairie Beacon, LLC.  

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 101 N. Central Ave., Paris, IL 61944.

Paris Beacon-News

Warner Rescue animal fund is 
10 a.m. Feb. 16 at The Hall, 614 
N. Main. After a session by yoga 
instructor Brittany Rhodes, 
participants have the opportunity 
to relax with mimosas and bloody 
marys. A total of 25 mat spaces 
are available and tickets are $10. 
Message, text or call Johnna 
Todd, 217-822-7623, for more 
information.

SUNDAY

VALENTINE SOCK HOP
Shiloh prekindergarten and the 
Shiloh Partners in Parenting are 
sponsoring a family valentine 
sock hop 4-6 p.m. Feb. 17 at 
Shiloh School. The event features 
music, dancing, a soda shop, 
hot dogs, cotton candy, popcorn 

and what sponsors claim is an 
extreme amount of fun. 

MONDAY

COMMUNITY KITCHEN
The community kitchen serves 
from 4:30-6 p.m. every Monday, 
weather permitting, and exclusive 
of holidays, at the Human 
Resources Center, 118 E. Court 
Street, Paris. 

TUESDAY

COMMUNITY GARDEN MEETING
People interested in having 
growing space at the 2019 Bee 
Well Community Garden need 
to attend a planning meeting 6 
p.m. Feb. 19 at the Edgar County 
Extension Office, 210 W. Washing-

ton Street, Paris. Discussion will 
cover site plans for the garden’s 
new location, raised bed garden-
ing and more.

WEIGHT WATCHERS MEETING
Weight Watchers meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Edgar County Farm Bureau build-
ing, 210 W. Washington, Paris. 
Weigh-in starts at 5 p.m. and 
the meeting begins at 5:30 p.m. 
Information about the Weight 
Watchers system is available at 
www.weightwatchers.com, or by 
attending a meeting.

EVENING TOPS MEETING
TOPS Illinois #2318 meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Presbyterian Church. Weigh-
in starts at 5:45 p.m. and the 
meeting is 7 p.m. Contact Janice 
Stevens at 217-808-0078 for 
more information.

WEDNESDAY

BOOK CHAT AT MARSHALL
The next book chat at the 
Marshall Public Library is 10:30 
a.m. Feb. 20 featuring “Educated: 
A Memoir,” by Tara Westover. 
Call 217-826-2535 or visit www.
marshallillibrary.com.

GARDEN CLUB
The Paris Garden Study Club 
meets at 10 a.m., Wednesday, 
Feb. 20, at the First United Meth-
odist Church, with guest speaker 
Phil Wright discussing raised 
beds and container gardening.

THURSDAY

MORNING TOPS MEETINGS
TOPS #IL 1563 meets every 
Thursday morning at the Highland 
Manor Community Room with 
weigh-ins beginning at 8 a.m. and 
the meeting starting at 9 a.m. 
More information is available by 
attending a meeting or calling Jo 
Ellen Edmonds at 251-4722.

VFW AUXILIARY DINNER
The weekly VFW Auxiliary dinner 
is 5-7 p.m. at the post home on 
West Court Street. This week’s 
menu is chili, potato or taco soup 
with crackers, a hot dog, grilled 
cheese or barbecue hamburger, 
and celery or carrot sticksl. The 
cost is $5. Drinks are 50 cents 
and dessert is $1.

PRESCHOOL SCREENING
Project H.E.L.P. and the Kansas 
School District are offering free 
developmental screenings for 
parents to learn how a pre-school 
age child is developing in areas 
of speech, language, concepts, 
motor skills, vision and hearing. 
Screenings are Feb. 21 in the 
Kansas New Gym. Call Angela 
Haynes, 948-5174, to schedule 
an appointment. The screening is 
required for possible enrollment 
in the Project H.E.L.P. pre-school 
program. Early registration for 
kindergarten can also be done at 
the time of the screening and for 
that parents must bring a certified 
copy of the child’s birth certificate, 
Social Security number and proof 
of residency in the Kansas School 
District.
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SHRED
C O M M U N I T Y

I N  H O N O R  O F  
E A R T H  D A Y

DAY
Drop your shredding by your local bank

 and we will ensure
 safe and secure shredding on us!

Please call your local location for drop offs of more
 than 2 boxes / garbage bags full.

BANKPROSPECT.COM

The CARE Collation will be partnering with 
Prospect Bank to collect expired 

or unused medications. 
Drop off will be behind the bank in Paris.

CASEY

J&K MITCHELL INC.
308 N. Central, Casey, IL • 800-932-114

 View our inventory at www.jkmitchell.com

Tax season is 
Auto Season!

Use your TAX REFUND on a new ride!
Auto Season!

2015 
Chevrolet Camaro LT

2018 Ram 2500 SLT

2017 Chrysler Pacifica 
Touring-L Plus2017 Toyota Corolla SE

2018 GMC Acadia SLT

2018 
Chevrolet Silverado LT

Check out few of our selections

Mother and Son 

Fun Night
Enjoy a special evening with dancing, games 

and activities for moms with their boys! 

Dancing & games hosted by Zach Lueken

Tickets 
$20 per mom/son couple 

with additional boys $5

We have a 
photographer 

ready to take your photos. 

All ages welcome! 

We will serve 

snacks, drinks 
and 

sweet treats. 

Feb. 16 @ 6 p.m. - KC Hall

For more information contact 
The Hall 465-1085 or 

Johna Todd 217-822-7623

ECCEL introduces students to opportunities
BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Students and representa-
tives involved with the Edgar 
Clark Career and Exploration 
Academy (ECCEL) outlined 
their work and the opportu-
nities the educational venture 
provides during the Monday, 
Feb. 11, meeting of the Par-
is Cooperative High School 
board of directors.

ECCEL was formed, ac-
cording to vocational coach 
Bob Abernathy of Paris, to 
provide a new educational 
opportunity for high school 
students in the two counties. 
At its peak, there were 21 stu-
dents involved, he said. There 
are now 16 students com-
posed of juniors and seniors 
from Marshall, Casey, Mar-
tinsville, Paris, Kansas and 
Chrisman.

According to Marshall 
business teacher Delana Park-
er, the idea for the class was 
born by local business leaders 
and school administrators. 
Abernathy noted there are 
employment opportunities 
available in both counties.

“The idea is to make stu-
dent aware of the opportuni-
ties right here,” Abernathy ex-
plained. Students think they 
have to leave our communi-
ties to find opportunity when 
they are, in fact, available right 
here. “We’re in the business of 
career exploration,” he said.

The class meets three times 
a week either at the Kansas 
Christian Church for class-

room instruction or at a local 
business for a field trip.

The field trips, Abernathy 
said, not only help students 
learn more about each com-
pany, what it does for the 
community and the rest of the 
world, but also gives them in-
sights on possible career op-
portunities available to them

The students have visited 
North American Lighting, 
Longview Bank, Horizon 
Health, GSI and Yargus Man-
ufacturing with trips to Bolin 
Enterprises and Rowe Found-
ry planned.

North American Lighting 
is one of the largest donors 
supporting the ECCEL pro-
gram. According to Parker, 
NAL leadership believes pro-
grams like ECCEL will allow 
the young adults of this and 
future generations to take 
their school work and relate it 
to future employment. 

The trip to Longview Bank 
in Paris allowed the students 
to see what happens at a bank. 
Parker said one of the stu-
dents noted he thought he 
knew how a bank worked…
but was surprised by what he 
didn’t know.

During the visit, the stu-
dents met with trust officer 
Doug Hasler who explained 
his job. PHS student Bryce 
Gladding was impressed and 
Parker said he is now consid-
ering becoming a trust officer 
after his service in the Army.

Among the areas ECCEL is 
exploring are internship pos-

sibilities as well as tours for 
eighth grade students to vari-
ous businesses and industries.

PHS student Kyra Mari-
etta noted the class has been 
life changing for her. She was 
employed at Subway working 
almost fulltime. “I now work 
at a State Farm agency and 
work fewer hours,” she said, 
explaining she has learned 
much.

Alex Rodriguez, a student 
at Casey-Westfield High 
School, said the class has pro-
vided him with confidence as 
well as preparation for job in-
terviews. “There are so many 
good opportunities here,”  
Rodriguez, adding he was 
considering leaving Casey to 
pursue employment but now 
realizes there are many op-
portunities locally.

Abernathy said ECCEL 
representatives are visiting all 
of the schools involved in the 
program to discuss how they 
are moving forward. “We 
have made a lot of connec-
tions,” he said. “Everyone is 
looking for employees.”

In other business, Paris 95 
Superintendent of Schools 
Jeremy Larson announced 
three students enrolled in 
the Paris Alternative Learn-
ing School have completed 
course work through the 
APEX computer program 
and earned their high school 
diplomas.

One of the students, he 
said, was a dropout that PHS 
interim principal Carol Jones 

visited multiple times before 
the student agreed to enroll in 
the program. 

“We couldn’t be happier 
right now with the progress 
of all of our students,” Larson 
said, noting the Paris program 
is one of only 34 alternative 
learning centers approved by 
the Illinois State Board of Ed-
ucation.

There are currently 21 
students enrolled in the pro-

gram, Larson said, under the 
direction of Josh Hollis, “who 
is absolutely the right man in 
the right place for this posi-
tion.”

Board member Mary Liz 
Wright praised the program, 
noting she was happy for the 
three students. “It’s amaz-
ing…absolutely wonderful,” 
she said.

The school began Jan. 7.
The board also:

Updated its policy on un-
paid meal charges which go 
into effect immediately.

Approved two revised 
board policies.

Approved Randy Winkler 
as a volunteer girls softball 
coach for 2019 season pend-
ing completion of new hire 
paperwork.

The board moved into ex-
ecutive session to discuss ne-
gotiations.

Special to The Prairie Press
Students enrolled in the Edgar Clark Career & Exploration Academy (ECCEL) are visiting Clark 
and Edgar County businesses, including a recent trip to Longview Bank in Paris. Front row, from 
left, are Bill Glaze from Longview, Marshall and business and ECCEL teacher Delana Parker, 
students Morgan Cribelar of Martinsville, Kyra Marietta of Paris, Christiana Marlowe of Paris, 
Karen Little of Paris, Sean Blair of Paris and Conner Sanzenbacker of Marshall. Second row, from 
left, are Aaron Damler from Longview, students Bryce Gladding of Paris, Bailey Drummond of 
Kansas, Chase Catt of Martinsville, Julia Seaman of Martinsville, Curtis Wiley of Martinsville, Alex 
Rodriguez of Casey-Westfield, Ethan Gilbert of Casey-Westfield, Adam Richey of Marshall, ECCEL 
vocational coach Bob Abernathy and Terry Elston ECCEL board member.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

MARSHALL – the Uni-
versity of Illinois Extension 
is hosting a live webinar fea-
turing five different present-
ers 9 a.m-2:30 p.m. Feb. 28.

"Those in attendance will 
hear about the latest Univer-
sity of Illinois research on 
the long-term effects of crop 
rotation and tillage, as well 
as the relationship between 
cover crops and soil nitrogen 
availability,” said Jesse Soule, 
Illinois Extension educator. 
“Other presenters from the 
University of Wisconsin, 
Western Illinois University, 
and the Illinois SWCD will 
discuss nutrient loss on tile-
drained land, nutrient man-
agement in organic systems, 
and a farmer-led program to 
improve soil health.”

This event is open to 
Certified Crop Advisors, 

farmers and the general 
public. CCA’s will receive 
two continuing education 
unit credits in soil and water 
management, and 2.5 credits 
in nutrient management by 
attending this seminar.

The cost is $45 per person 
with CEU credits or $15 per 
person for those not seeking 
the credits. The fee does in-
clude lunch. 

Pre-registration is re-
quired by Feb. 25 and can 
be made online at go.illi-
nois.edu/soil or by calling 
the Clark County Extension 
Office at 217-826-5422. The 

University presents new research 
on crop rotation and tillage

registration fee can be paid 
online with credit/debit 
card or with cash/check at 
the door. 

REUSE
the news
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A theft conviction is result-
ing in at least a 30-day jail term 
for Dustin Allen Watson, 34, 
Brocton. 

Watson appeared Feb. 4 in 
Edgar County Circuit Court 
and pleaded guilty to a Class 
A misdemeanor theft charge. 
He was sentenced to 60 days 
in jail with 30 days to be served 
concurrently with his Douglas 
County sentence for a Class 3 
felony theft conviction. The 
remaining 30 days for Ed-
gar County are subject to the 
court’s discretion. 

Other sentencing terms in-
clude 18 months of probation 
to also run concurrently with 
the Douglas County felony 
conviction, a $300 fine, 10 
hours of community service 
work, court costs and various 
state fees. He must also obtain 
counseling per an evaluation. 
In exchange for the guilty plea, 

the state dismissed a Class 4 
felony possession of a con-
trolled substance charge. 

Other individuals appearing 
before the bench for the Feb. 4 
and Feb. 7 criminal and traffic 
calls included:

IN CUSTODY
nGwyneth F. Blair, 18, Par-

is, appeared in custody and was 
charged with a Class 3 felony 
possession of methamphet-
amine, a Class A misdemeanor 
possession of drug parapherna-
lia and a Class A misdemeanor 
unlawful use of a weapon. The 
public defender was appointed 
and bond was set at $5,000. 
The matter was continued for 
the preliminary hearing. Blair 
was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.
nBrendan Connors, 47, 

Marshall, appeared in custody, 
was charged and pleaded not 

Thief sentenced to 60 days in jail
guilty with a jury trial demand 
to a Class A misdemeanor 
retail theft and a Class A mis-
demeanor obstruction of jus-
tice. The public defender was 
appointed and bond was set at 
$1,500. A pretrial conference 
was scheduled and he was re-
manded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nPenny A. Fitzsimmons, 

40, Kansas, appeared in cus-
tody and was charged with a 
Class 3 felony possession of 
methamphetamine and a Class 
A misdemeanor possession of 
drug paraphernalia. The public 
defender was appointed and 
bond was set at $2,500. The 
matter was continued for the 
preliminary hearing. She was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nChristopher R. May, 36, 

Indianapolis, Ind., appeared in 
custody and pleaded guilty to 
a Class A misdemeanor pos-
session of drug paraphernalia 
charge. He was sentenced to 
four days in jail with credit for 
two days previously served 
with good conduct credit to 
apply, one year of conditional 
discharge, a $750 fine, court 
costs and various state fees. 

In another matter May’s 
unresolved Class 3 felony pos-
session of methamphetamine 
charge was continued for a 
pretrial conference. He was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nMikel O. McCarty, 24, 

Champaign, appeared in cus-
tody for missing a previous 
court appearance. McCarty’s 
unresolved charges of two 
counts of a Class 2 felony bur-
glary, a Class 2 felony theft, two 
counts of a Class 3 felony pos-
session of methamphetamine, 
a Class 4 felony domestic bat-
tery, a Class A misdemeanor 
domestic battery, a Class A 
misdemeanor possession of 
drug paraphernalia and a Class 
A misdemeanor driving under 
the influence of drugs were 
continued for a pretrial confer-
ence. 

In another matter, the peti-
tion to revoke McCarty’s con-
ditional discharge sentence 

for a Class A misdemeanor 
domestic battery conviction 
and a petition to revoke his 
probation sentence for a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine conviction were 
continued for a pretrial confer-
ence. He was remanded to cus-
tody pending posting of bond.
nHope M. Mullen, 41, Par-

is, appeared in custody and was 
charged with a Class 1 felony 
residential burglary, a Class 3 
felony theft, a Class 3 felony 
possession of methamphet-
amine, a Class A misdemeanor 
possession of drug parapherna-
lia and a Class B misdemeanor 
criminal trespassing. The pub-
lic defender was appointed 
and the matter was continued 
for the preliminary hearing. 
She was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.

CHARGES
nJared Ryan Ford, 32, 

Chrisman, was charged with a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
on a suspended license. He 
told the court he will hire an at-
torney. The matter was contin-
ued for a first appearance with 
counsel.
nAngela D. Hollingsworth, 

49, Chrisman, was charged 
with a Class A misdemeanor 
driving on a revoked license. 
She told the court she will hire 
an attorney and the matter was 
continued for a first appear-
ance with counsel.
nTimothy L. Johnson, 65, 

Chrisman, was charged with 
a Class A misdemeanor viola-
tion of bail bond. The public 
defender was appointed and a 
not guilty plea with a jury trial 
demand was entered. The mat-
ter was continued for a pretrial 
conference.
nSierra A. Maus, 28, Paris, 

was charged with a Class 3 felo-
ny threatening a public official 
and a Class C misdemeanor 
disorderly conduct. The public 
defender was appointed. The 
matter was continued for the 
preliminary hearing.
nDustin E. Talbott, 34, Par-

is, was charged with a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license. The public 
defender was appointed and a 
not guilty plea with a jury trial 
demand was entered. The mat-
ter was continued for a pretrial 
conference.
nStacey L. Thomason, 25, 

Paris, was charged with a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license. The public 
defender was appointed and 
the matter was continued for a 
first appearance with counsel.
nNicki N. Thompson, 33, 

Paris, was presented with a 
petition to revoke her court su-
pervision sentence for a Class 
A misdemeanor driving under 
the influence of alcohol convic-
tion. The public defender was 
appointed and the matter was 
continued for a first appear-
ance with counsel.

GUILTY PLEAS
nNathan Lee Rayburn, 

41, Paris, entered a negotiated 

guilty plea to a Class C mis-
demeanor disorderly conduct 
and was sentenced to one 
year of conditional discharge, 
a $300 fine, court costs and 
various state fees. In exchange 
for the guilty plea, the state dis-
missed a Class A misdemeanor 
domestic battery charge.
nJay L. Wright, 43, Paris, ad-

mitted a petition to revoke his 
conditional discharge sentence 
for a Class B misdemeanor 
criminal trespassing convic-
tion. He was resentenced to 60 
days in jail subject to the court’s 
discretion, one year of condi-
tional discharge and ordered to 
pay all previous financial obli-
gations.  

NOT GUILTY PLEAS
nZanosha M. Brown, 25, 

Westville, pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to a 
Class 2 felony theft of a motor 
vehicle and a Class 3 felony 
theft charges. A pretrial confer-
ence was scheduled.
nJerry L. Beno, 60, Paris, 

appeared with his privately 
hired attorney and pleaded not 
guilty with a jury trial demand 
to a Class 2 felony aggravated 
driving under the influence 
of alcohol, a Class 4 felony 
aggravated driving under the 
influence with license revoked 
for a DUI conviction, a Class A 
misdemeanor driving on a re-
voked license and two counts 
of a Class A misdemeanor 
DUI charges. A demand for a 
speedy trial was made and the 
matter was continued for a pre-
trial conference.
nSteven J. Gann, 44, Paris, 

waived the preliminary hearing 
and pleaded not guilty with a 
jury trial demand to a Class 3 
felony possession of metham-
phetamine, a Class C misde-
meanor assault and a Class C 
misdemeanor disorderly con-
duct charges. A pretrial confer-
ence was scheduled.
nCody A. Rigdon, 29, Paris, 

pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to a Class A mis-
demeanor violating an order 
of protection charge. A pretrial 
conference was scheduled.

OTHER MATTERS
nKeith A. Addcox, 31, Par-

is, appeared for a status check 
regarding his unresolved Class 
A misdemeanor aggravated 
assault charge. The public de-
fender was assigned to the case, 
and the matter was continued 
for a first appearance with 
counsel.
nJoe W. Evans III, 30, Paris, 

failed to appear in court. In his 
absence, the preliminary hear-
ing was held and the public de-
fender entered a not guilty plea 
with a jury trial demand for 
Evans’ Class 2 felony aggravat-
ed domestic battery involving 
strangling and Class 4 felony 
domestic battery charges. Ev-
ans was also due to appear for 
unresolved Class 4 felony pos-
session of controlled substance 
and Class A misdemeanor 
driving on suspended license 
charges. An arrest warrant was 

issued.
nJustin P. Goddard, 38, 

Kansas, was re-sentenced af-
ter his probation sentence for 
a Class 4 felony possession of 
a controlled substance con-
viction was revoked. God-
dard was resentenced to 120 
days in jail with 30 days to 
be served as electronic home 
monitoring with work release 
and the remaining 90 days are 
subject to the court’s discre-
tion, 18 months of probation, 
ordered to pay all previous 
financial obligations and also 
ordered to complete the coun-
seling assigned in the original 
sentence.
nJoseph W. Christopher, 

27, Paris, failed to appear and 
the court imposed a 12-day 
jail sentence attached to his 
Class 3 felony possession 
of methamphetamine and a 
Class A misdemeanor unlaw-
ful use of weapons convic-
tions. A no-bond arrest war-
rant was issued.
nGene R. Marchant, 39, 

Paris, was found to qualify 
for a public defender for his 
unresolved Class 4 felony ag-
gravated fleeing or attempt-
ing to elude police, a Class A 
misdemeanor speeding and a 
Class A misdemeanor endan-
gering the life of or health of a 
child charges. The matter was 
continued for a pretrial con-
ference.
nBeth N. Moore, 26, Par-

is, was re-sentenced after her 
original probation sentence 
for a Class 3 felony possession 
of methamphetamine convic-
tion was revoked. She was giv-
en 150 days in jail with 90 days 
to be served as home confine-
ment with work release and 
the remaining 60 days are 
subject to the court’s discre-
tion, two years of probation, 
ordered to pay all previous fi-
nancial obligations and a $100 
public defender fee. She must 
also obtain counseling per an 
evaluation.
nKent E. Rose, 38, Met-

calf, learned the warrant for 
his arrest for missing a pre-
vious court appearance was 
quashed and the jail sentence 
for his Class A misdemeanor 
interfering with the report of 
domestic violence conviction 
was vacated.

WARRANTS
Warrants were prepared 

and issued when the following 
individuals failed to answer 
the court call: Austin D.J. Ad-
ams, 22, Paris; Jason A. Baker, 
36, Paris; Kyle R. Bostick, 29, 
Belleville; Jacob M. Cunning-
ham, 25, Crawfordsville, Ind.; 
Laura N. Dimond, 26, Terre 
Haute, Ind.; Tyson W. Ducha-
rme, 33, Vermilion; Gabrielle 
L. Cisz Lamb, 21, Paris; Jo-
seph May, 37, Oakland; Am-
ber Osborne, 41, Terre Haute, 
Ind.; Nathaniel E. Schumach-
er, 21, Paris; Jeffrey P. Seafler, 
48, Kansas; Kaleb A. Sink, 22, 
Paris; Adam Todd Stephens, 
24, Kansas and Carolyn S. 
Stonebraker, 53, Paris.

COURT

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD – Reps. 
Brad Holbrook (R-Shel-
byville) and Chris Miller 
(R-Oakland) blasted a Feb. 
14 vote in the Illinois House 
approving Senate Bill 1 in-

creasing the minimum wage 
through incremental steps to 
$15 within six years.

Holbrook 
e x p r e s s e d 
disappoint-
ment in the 
vote, noting 
there was a 
sincere effort 
to seek a compromise.

“It’s not often you see busi-
ness groups extending the ol-
ive branch to work on a mini-
mum wage increase, but that is 
exactly what happened,” said 
Holbrook.

Miller predicted the bill, 
which Gov. J.B. Pritzker has 
promised to sign, will cost the 
state thousands of jobs when 

employers move to states with 
lower minimum wage laws. 

Both legislators noted the 
Pritzker administration con-
firmed the new higher wage 
will result in the state paying 
another $1 billion in wages to 
employees.  

“We cannot afford to lose 
any more jobs nor afford the 
billions of dollars in costs to the 
state and local governments,” 
said Miller.

Both Holbrook and Miller 
represent Edgar County in the 
Statehouse. Holbrook’s 102nd 
House District includes most 
of the county, and Miller’s 
110th House District includes 
Kansas and Grandview town-
ships.

ON 
PAGE 12A
Minimum wage 
law will be 
signed soon

Holbrook and Miller oppose 
new minimum wage hike

We are … 
 Edgar  
County. 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris
    217-921-3216
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MatchPENNY SMITH

POTOMAC – Penny Ann 
Smith, 63, of Potomac, and 
formerly of Paris, passed 

away at 6:55 
a.m. Satur-
day, Feb. 9, 
2018, at her 
home.

According 
to her wish-
es cremation 
rites will be 

accorded. There are no ser-
vices scheduled at this time. 
The Blurton Funeral Home is 
assisting the family with the 
arrangements.  

Ms. Smith was born Aug. 
6, 1955, at Paris, the daughter 
of Norma Jean Pine. She was 
previously married to Ter-
rance Patrick Hodge, and he 
preceded her in death.

She is survived by two 
children, Brooke (David) 

Shewmake of Paris and Seth 
Hodge of Mansfield; two 
grandchildren, Cheyenne 
Montgomery of Rantoul 
and Daely Shear of Paris; 
great-grandchild, Hayven 
Montgomery; three brothers, 
Fred Pine, Chuck ( JoAnne) 
Pine and Branden Pine; three 
sisters, Susan Curry, Lynn 
Pine and Kari Romero; and 
several nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents and her be-
loved dogs, Rascal, Yarp and 
Bud.

Ms. Smith graduated from 
Jamaica High School and at-
tended Parkland College. She 
enjoyed gardening, Tai Chi, 
taking care of her plants and 
she was an avid reader and 
bird watcher.

Online condolences at 
www.BlurtonFuneralHomes.
com. 

SMITH

CLARA LOW
MARSHALL – Clara A. 

Low, 89, of Marshall, passed 
away at 5:30 p.m. Sunday, 

Feb. 10, 
2019, at 
B u r n s i d e s 
Community 
Care Center. 

A service 
honoring her 
life was 10 
a.m. Friday, 

Feb. 15, at Pearce Funeral 
Home, with Bob Miller offi-
ciating. Burial was in the Zion 
Cemetery. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Zion Cem-
etery Association or to the 
Clark County Fair Associa-
tion. 

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

LOW

PERLE KNIGHT
Perle Allen Knight, 89, of 

rural Metcalf, passed away 
Sunday, Feb. 10, 2019, at 
the Somer Hospice House, 

Sebring, Fla. 
He was a 
farmer.

A service 
c e l e b r a t -
ing his life 
is 10 a.m. 
T u e s d a y , 
Feb. 19, at 

Templeton Funeral Home, 
with the Rev. Don Pruiett 
officiating. Burial follows in 
Embarrass Cemetery near 
Redmon. Visitation is from 
4 to 7 p.m. Monday, Feb. 18, 
at the funeral home.

Mr. Knight was born 
April 28, 1929, in Shiloh 
Township, the only child 
of Charles Ottis and Al-
ice Emerick Knight. He 
married his high school 
sweetheart, Carla “Betsy” 

Bartlett June 12, 1949, at 
Metcalf Christian Church. 

He is survived by their 
children, Gary (Kima) 
Knight of Danville, Jacque-
line ( Jim) Holloway of Par-
is and Judy (Brad) Young 
of Paris; he loved his eight 
grandchildren, Kacy Wald-
hoff, Kelly Knight, Karlee 
Freeman, Leslie Ring, Wade 
Hendry, Blake Young, Brock 
Young and Blair Dosch; and 
he also had 15 great-grand-
children who brought much 
joy to his life.

Mr. Knight’s parents pur-
chased a small farm south 
of Metcalf where he be-
gan farming at the age of 
16. Young Betsy Bartlett 
introduced herself to the 
new neighbor boy and thus 
started their romance of al-
most 70 years.

He loved farming, raising 
livestock, camping, playing 
euchre, gardening, hunting, 

and fishing. He and his wife 
enjoyed 40 years of winter-
ing in Lake Wales, Fla. 

Mr. Knight was especially 
proud of his children, grand-
children and great-grand-
children. He was an active 
member of the Metcalf 
Christian Church where he 
served as a Sunday School 
teacher for many years. He 
and his wife also attended 
the Babson Park Christian 
Church in Florida.

 He was looking for-
ward to turning 90 years 
old in April, celebrating 70 
years of marriage in June 
and welcoming two more 
great-grandchildren – twin 
boys due near his April 
birthday.

 Memorial donations 
may be made to the Metcalf 
Christian Church.

Online condolences at 
w w w.TempletonFuneral-
Home.com.

KNIGHT

MICHAEL EDWARDS
Michael Jennings Ed-

wards, 69, of Springfield, 
Mo., and formerly of Paris, 

passed away 
Jan. 3, 2019, 
at Spring-
field. He 
was retired 
after many 
years with 
the Missouri 
Department 
of Energy. 

A grave-
side memo-
rial service is 
11 a.m. April 

13, at Edgar Cemetery, with 
military rites by American 
Legion Post #211 and Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars Post 
#3601. Following the ser-
vice, the family will host a 
reception from 1 to 3 p.m. 
at American Legion Post 
#211. Templeton Funeral 
Home of Paris is in charge 
of the local arrangements. 

Mr. Edwards was born 
Sept. 30, 1949, at Paris, 
the son of the late Charles 
Clemence and Betty Jean 
Bratzler Edwards Sr. 

Survivors include a 
brother, Charles Clem-
ence “Clem” Edwards Jr. of 
Bainbridge Island, Wash.; 
lifelong friends, Mary Jane 
and Kirk Bowers of Paris; 
several aunts, uncles and 
cousins; as well as a host of 
good friends. 

Mr. Edwards was a U.S. 
Marine Corps veteran and 
served a total of 17 years, in-
cluding two tours of duty in 
the Vietnam War. He earned 
the rank of Sergeant E-6 
and was awarded the Navy 
Achievement Commenda-
tion Medal with Combat V 
for his service. He was an 
avid golfer and fisherman. 
He took great pride in his 
service to his country. 

Memorial donations 
may be made to the Honor 
Flight Network. 

Online condolences at 
w w w.TempletonFuneral-
Home.com.

EDWARDS

JANET COOPER
MARSHALL – Janet E. 

Cooper, 57, of Terre Haute, 
Ind., passed away 7:10 a.m. 

M o n d a y , 
Feb. 11, 
2019, at 
C o m m u n i -
ty Hospital, 
A n d e r s o n , 
Ind. 

A service 
h o n o r i n g 

her life is 2 p.m. today, Feb. 
16, at Pearce Funeral Home, 
with Pastor Joe Irwin offici-
ating. Burial is in the Mar-
shall Cemetery. Visitation 
was from 5 to 7 p.m. Friday, 
Feb. 15, at the funeral home.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

COOPER

JAMES BROWN
James L. Brown, 88, of Paris, 

and formerly of Prairie Creek, 
Ind., passed away at 10 a.m. 

Monday, Feb. 
11, 2019, at 
Paris Health-
care Center.  

A service 
celebrat ing 
his life was 1 
p.m. Friday, 
Feb. 15, at 

Templeton Funeral Home, 
with Pastor Joe Irwin offici-
ating. Burial followed in Sims 
Cemetery. Visitation was 
from 11:30 a.m. until the ser-
vice time Friday at the funeral 
home. 

More information and on-
line condolences at www.Tem-
pletonFuneralHome.com.

BROWN

If 

didn’t tell you … 

WHO  
WOULD?

BILLIJEANNE BELOBRAYDIC
OAKLAND – Billijeanne 

Belobraydic, 71, of Oakland, 
passed away Wednesday, Feb. 

13, 2019, at 
her home. 
She was a re-
tired teacher.

Per her 
request, the 
family will 
hold a pri-
vate memo-

rial service at a later date. 
Krabel Funeral Home is in 
charge of the arrangements.

Mrs. Belobraydic was born 
June 28, 1947, at Tuscola, 
the daughter of the late Roy 
Mack and Neoma June Ram-
sey Harvey. She married Ed-
ward Paul Belobraydic Jan. 
16, 1971, and they enjoyed 
48 years together. He sur-
vives. 

She is also survived by her 
two children, Gary Belobray-
dic of Charleston and Dawn 
( Justin) Taylor of White 
Heath; three grandchildren, 
Blake Belobraydic, Dane 
Taylor, and Jax Taylor; one 
brother, Roy Mack “Butch” 
Harvey Jr. and family of 
Charleston; one sister-in-law, 
Julie Bloomquist and family 
of Maryville; and numerous 
extended family members, 
including her dear Uncle and 
Aunt Robert and Frances 
Wells of Camargo.  

Mrs. Belobraydic had a 
passion for learning and ed-
ucation. She held a master’s 
degree in Education, and 
studied business education, 
educational administration, 

and history at Eastern Illinois 
University.  While at EIU, she 
served as president of Alpha 
Gamma Delta Sorority and 
was active in student govern-
ment.  

The highlight of her career 
was teaching history at Shi-
loh High School for more 
than 20 years. Mrs. B, as she 
was known to her students, 
touched the lives of many 
with not only her kind and 
gentle nature, but also her 
sense of humor. While at Shi-
loh High School, she was a 
sponsor and leader of SADD, 
CAMA Teen and the Peer 
Leadership Program. 

Mrs. Belobraydic was 
a member of St. John the 
Baptist Catholic Church at 
Arcola, Altar and Rosary So-
ciety, the American Legion 
Auxiliary and the EIU Alum-
ni Association. She enjoyed 
gardening, cooking, keeping 
up with current events, was 
an avid reader and a history 
buff. 

She also enjoyed follow-
ing sports, including her be-
loved Fighting Illini, Chicago 
Cubs, and the Chicago Bears.  
But for all her talents and in-
terests, her one true passion 
and love was for her family. 
She was selfless, thoughtful 
and dedicated her life to her 
family. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to the S.E.A. Me-
morial Scholarship at Shiloh 
High School in Hume. 

Online condolences at 
www.krabelfuneralhome.
com.

BELOBRAYDIC

WELCOME 
HOME

Real estate listings
& more! 

Pick up your copy  
at local businesses  

and the Paris Area Chamber 
of Commerce & Tourism



WASHINGTON — As stories 
go, the face-off between Jeff Bezos 
and David Pecker (paging Charles 

Dickens) has all 
the elements of 
a 21st-century 
battle royale 
between good 
and evil, repre-
sented by the 
richest man in 
the world, who 
happens to own 
The Washington 
Post, and the pied 
piper of sleaze, 

respectively.
Thank you, God.
Such is the stuff of columnist 

prayers — scandal, sex, money 
and, quite possibly, extortion, 
blackmail and an epic turn of 
events via shame, redemption 
and culture-shifting litigation. 
The only way the script could be 
improved would be if there were 
also a Russian connection and 
a bread-crumb path to Donald 
Trump.

Briefly, for those just waking 
up, Bezos, creator of Amazon, 
may have proved all too human 
when he apparently fell in love 
with a woman not his wife and, as 
often happens, fell into a hormon-
ally induced trance during which 
he texted her intimate messages 
and pictures.

Enter Satan — aka an un-
known person — who apparently 
secured several of those messages 
along with 10 photos and provid-
ed them to the National Enquirer, 
which is owned by American 
Media Inc. and where Pecker is 
publisher. 

After some of the texts (but 
no photos) were published last 
month in the Enquirer, Bezos de-
cided to find the thief and asked 
security expert Gavin de Becker 
to lead the investigation. Where-
upon, the brilliant minds at the 
Enquirer apparently decided to 
threaten Bezos. 

In writing.
The gist of the threat was a 

suggestion the photos would be 
published unless Bezos asserted 
there was no political motive to 
the publishing of the texts. Natu-
rally, one wonders what else they 
might be hiding at the Enquirer, 
other than, perhaps, a trove of 
Trump stories, photos and, pos-
sibly, assorted dossiers that have 
been stashed in a vault. Recall that 
AMI cut an immunity deal with 
investigators who were looking 
into Trump’s knowledge of the 
Enquirer’s catch-and-kill practice, 
including buying Playboy model 
Karen McDougal’s story alleging 
an affair with Trump.

Rather than go further down 
the road of threats, alleged extor-
tion and blackmail, Bezos called 
Pecker’s hand on Thursday, raised 
him significantly, and essentially 
said, “No dice.” At great risk of 
personal shame, Bezos pub-
lished correspondence between 
respective lawyers in an essay on 
the online publishing platform 
Medium.

Obviously, texting intimate 
photos is not the wisest move, but 
few can be shocked that wealth 
apparently doesn’t insulate one 
from weakness or poor personal 
decisions. This doesn’t mean, 
however, that Bezos, who found-
ed Amazon in his garage 24 years 
ago, can’t continue to ably func-
tion in his executive capacities, as 
AMI tried to claim as a justifica-
tion for publishing the texts. Its 
argument that Americans deserve 
to know about the Amazon boss’s 
judgment made the story, in 
AMI’s view, newsworthy and in 
the public interest.

Alternatively, because Pecker 
and Trump are old friends — and 
Trump is no big fan of the Post 
or Bezos — Pecker was perhaps 
making up to Trump for that 
previously mentioned immunity 
deal. As for the newsworthiness 
of publishing personal photos, 

let’s clarify. Exposing someone’s 
most intimate thoughts and 
expressions is meant to appeal to 
prurient interests and to destroy 
another’s life. Full stop. Bad 
judgment in personal matters is 
simply that.

Good judgment, on the other 
hand, results in 600,000 jobs 
— and groceries, books and 
printers delivered to my front 
door. There’s no overlap. Among 
Bezos’ other good judgments 
was his decision to sink millions 
of dollars into a struggling but 
essential newspaper, for which 
we are grateful but not indebted. 
The important point is that Bezos 
understands, appreciates and 
intends to illuminate the differ-
ences between, “weaponizing 
journalistic privileges, hiding be-
hind important protections, and 
ignoring the tenets and purpose 
of true journalism,” as he wrote 
on Medium.

The lesson for Bezos is writ 
large enough, but a more-univer-
sal lesson begs attention. What he 
is experiencing - the possibility 
of having one’s intimate commu-
nications given a wide audience 
-- happens every day to people, 
including teens without the 
means and maturity to withstand 
the humiliation. Maybe Bezos, 
by his willingness to take such a 
spotlighted walk of shame, can set 
an example for people to be both 
more prudent and braver when 
there seems to be no way out.

The world will never be free of 
Peckers, yet this particular one is 
especially malevolent. But when 
his company allegedly threatened 
Bezos and suggested  he betray 
the values of the newspaper he 
owns, it issued a challenge to 
karma.

May the flawed prevail over the 
wicked.

(Kathleen Parker is a politically 
conservative-leaning columnist for 
The Washington Post. Email her at 
kparker@washpost.com.)
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Two dark money groups 
are stepping up to sepa-
rately promote and attack 

the new 
governor’s 
agenda.  
Think Big 
Illinois, a 
brand new 
501(c)(4) 
organiza-
tion which 
doesn’t 
have to 
disclose 
its donors, 

will be supporting Gov. 
J.B. Pritzker, whose 
2018 campaign slogans 
included “Think big.”  The 
organization will be head-
ed by Quentin Fulks, who 
served as Pritzker’s deputy 
campaign manager. 

The group appears to 
be the likely conduit for 
Pritzker and others to 
fund a public push for the 
progressive income tax if 
it makes it onto the 2020 
ballot.  Both legislative 
chambers first have to 
approve the proposal with 
three-fifths majorities, and 
then voters get a crack at 
it.  Neither step is guaran-
teed.

Defeating that progres-
sive income tax proposal 
at the ballot box is now the 
main goal of another dark 
money nonprofit group 
which has been around for 
years.  The Coalition for 
Jobs, Growth and Prosper-
ity launched a new website 
last week called “Ideas 
for Illinois.”  The website 
is fairly innocuous so far, 
but the people who run 
it say their ultimate goal 
is to become the prime 
conduit for opposition to 
the governor’s progressive 
income tax if and/or when 
it reaches the ballot.

The coalition was 
founded by Chicago 
businessman Ron Gid-
witz and former Illinois 
Manufacturers’ Associa-
tion honcho Greg Baise 
in 2004 and has since 
raised $30 million for 
various projects.  Gidwitz 
is now an ambassador, so 
he’s been replaced by his 
brother, Jim.  Day-to-day 
operations will be handled 
by Jason Heffley, who ran 
Republican Erika Harold’s 
attorney general race last 
year.  Mike Zolnierowicz, 
who was Gov. Bruce 
Rauner’s first chief of 
staff and left during the 

Exciting 
season set 
at PCOFA

ECCEL Academy offers Clark, Edgar students insights to local opportunities

There are exciting things coming to the 
Paris Center of Fine Arts next year for the 
2019-2020 season. 

We will unveil those things 
in May, but don’t forget, we 
have great shows starting in 
March for the last half of this 
year’s season.

A golden opportunity 
exists March 9 to hear some 
great music and learn to 
swing dance.

The Paris Center of Fine 
Arts is bringing back the 
incredibly popular Fabulous 
40’s Big Band at 7 p.m. March 

9. As a bonus, Bethanny Lawson is teaching 
the first 40 lucky folks arriving between 5:30-
6:30 p.m. the fun basics of swing dancing 
before the show. This opportunity is free with 
the purchase of a ticket to the show.  

Audience members are welcome to dance 
in the aisles, at the back of the theater or even 
onstage, space permitting, during the perfor-
mance. The Fab 40’s band director is all about 
audience members dancing and having a 
good time. Those attending the show should 
wear comfortable clothes and join the fun. 
Pearman Pharmacy and Paris Clinic Pharma-
cy are sponsors of the show.

March 30 is the night to enjoy the luscious 
sounds of jazz. The Rose-Hulman Jazz En-
semble will wow, energize and entertain with 
outstanding showmanship and musicianship. 
We are proud to feature another outstanding 
university group this season. Rose-Hulman 
alumni are encouraged to show school spirit 
by attending the performance. Lanes Branch 
Farms is sponsoring the jazz band’s appear-
ance. 

“Close to You” is where sweethearts of 
all ages will want to be April 27 for the 
Karen Carpenter tribute with Carpenters 
Once More. The silky voice and performer’s 
personality will remind everyone of those 
gentle lyrics and great days gone by with the 
Carpenters. First Federal Bank and Trust is 
sponsoring this show.

Never before on the PCOFA stage has 
there been dogs, plus comedy, plus constant 
playfulness for not one, but two shows. Mutts 

Clark and Edgar County high 
school juniors and seniors are re-
ceiving insight on the employment 
opportunities in the two counties 
— and learning there’s no reason to 
leave to find  good job.

The Edgar Clark Career Explo-
ration Academy (ECCEL) was 
established by forwarding-thinking 
business leaders in both counties 
as well as school administrators. 
Together this partnership is working 
to meet the needs of local companies 
who need trained employees. 

Students, according to ECCEL’s 
vocational adviser Bob Abernathy, 
need to hear about the successes 
and opportunities at local industries. 
He told the Paris Cooperative High 
School board of directors this past 
week the students from Marshall, 
Martinsville, Casey-Westfield, Kan-
sas, Chrisman and Paris aren’t famil-

iar with the employment needs and 
opportunities at local industries and 
businesses. ECCEL, he explained, is 
educating the students on the possi-
bilities right in their own backyards, 
hoping the teenagers will realize 
their communities need them.

Area school superintendents and 
locally, members of PEDCO, have 
recognized the need to offer strong 
vocational education and training 
opportunities as part of  public 
education.

The formation of ECCEL was the 
first step with 16 students presently 
enrolled and meeting in a classroom 
setting at the Kansas Christian 
Church.

Abernathy echoed what we have 
trumpeted many times on this page 
before — business and industries 
have specific skills needed for their 
work — whether it be North Amer-
ican Lighting, Rowe Foundry in Mar-
tinsville or Longview Bank in Paris. 

Employers in our two counties 
need to fill positions. These are jobs 
with great wages, benefits and offer-
ing fulfilling career.

Partnerships like those formed 
through ECCEL and locally through 
PEDCO are vital to our area’s eco-
nomic prospects. While the need for 
college-educated professionals will 
still exist, a growing proportion of 
available jobs will be in vocational 
careers.

Developing a skilled workforce to 
meet the needs of business is key. 
A program like ECCEL is exactly 
what’s needed. 

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this 
page may not reflect this view. 

Looking to the future

Dark 
money
influences

Bezos v. Pecker: A complexifying situation
YOUR VIEW

We welcome letters to the editor and guest columns. When submitting  a letter, please 
include the writer’s name, address and phone number for verification purposes and 
limit it to 500 words. Columnists should demonstrate authority and knowledge of the 
topic (preferably of state and local interest) and make information-backed arguments. 
We reserve the right to edit letters or to not publish certain letters or guest columns. 

HAVE YOUR SAY

 BY MAIL/IN PERSON: 
The Prairie Press
Attn: Letters to the Editor
101 N. Central Ave.
Paris, IL 61944

BY EMAIL:  
nzeman@prairiepress.net
BY FAX: 217-921-3309
QUESTIONS? Call 217-921-3216

Abortion 
must be 
stopped
Editor, The Prairie Press:

Life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness – 
these three rights are strongly defended and 
loved by the American people.

In fact, we have fought wars and risked lives 
to protect them. As we recall the anniversary 
of Roe vs. Wade, the court case that legalized 
abortion, we must ask ourselves: what about 
the rights of the 58 million babies who have 
been killed since 1973?

During the Second World War, America 
helped put an end to the cruel concentration 
camps in Europe. Yet today, an even greater, 
silent holocaust is waged within our very own 
borders. 

Every year over a million babies are abort-
ed. In short, the most fundamental right, that 
of life, which is the basis of all others, is being 
denied to our own people. Some may ask 
whether the unborn child is really a human. 
The answer is yes. Science tells us that the 
unborn baby has a distinct, unchanging and 
unrepeatable genetic code, unique in all of 
history, from the moment of conception.

Many say that a woman has a right to 
choose. And what of the baby’s right? Even 
more, it is illegal in this country to harm the 
unhatched eggs of an eagle. Why then, is it 
legal to kill an unborn child, who is more 
precious than any bird?

Should life, liberty and the pursuit of 
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Sunday, 
February 24
Tingley Reception 

Center
504 E. Edgar Street

Paris, IL

1:00 p.m. show

$20 per child 

$10 per adult

Ticket requests only online...go to event link
https://perksuperheroparty.eventbrite.com

Dimond Financial Consultants, LLC

Superhero 

attire is 

optional!

Make check payable to PERK
Mail check to PERK, PO BOX 84, Paris, IL 61944

Must include email address on check memo 
line to receive receipt.

Proceeds benefit the 
PERK Mentoring Program

perkprograms@gmail.com

Please join us for a Superhero Party that includes an 
interactive Superhero show, Superhero-inspired activities, 

take home gifts and a photograph of your child with 

Spider Man and Wonder Woman.

Crestwood Presents

TICKETS Fri.  Feb 15th
7pm

Sat.  Feb 16th
7pm

$10 All Seats

Paris Center of Fine Arts

Purchase tickets
 at the door.

CHITTICK
FROM PAGE 6A

Gone Nuts delights with 
smash hit performances. 

This act performed at 
the White House where 
First Lady Barbara Bush 
said, “I laughed until I 
wept.” 

Other accolades are 
from Lee Greenwood, 
recording artist, “Funniest 
act I ever worked with,” 
and Kenny Rogers, record-
ing artist, “Get those dogs 
out of my dressing room.” 
OK, well anyway, show 
times are 2 and 5 p.m. 
May 4.

To show how much 
we love our four-legged 
friends, a photo op exists 
after each show. Audience 
members can have a photo 
taken with the dogs for 
$5 and 100 percent of the 
money is donated to local 
animal rescue centers. 
North American Lighting 
and Animal Family Veter-
inary Care are behind this 
performance as sponsors.

Members of the volun-

LETTERS
FROM PAGE 6A

happiness be denied to our 
unborn babies? To answer 
in the affirmative would be 
highly un-American and 
simply immoral.

Sincerely
Evelyn Ring

Paris  

Dads seeking equal 
treatment in divorces
Editor, The Prairie Press:

Most times when we look 
at a child, no matter how you 
are connected to them, we of-
ten seek what’s best for them. 
Why? Because we all want 
for that child to be happy 
and to feel loved. The child 
is innocent and deserves 

nothing less.
Shouldn’t the same be true 

for children whose parents’ 
divorce? Too often divorce 
cases become more about the 
competition between parents 
rather than focusing on the 
best interests of the chil-
dren. Frequently, two fit and 
loving parents battle it out 
in court only to end up with 
the children being forced to 
a lifestyle where they only 
see one parent every other 
weekend. Don’t children 
deserve to know both parents 
equally?

It’s time that we change 
our standards and afford our 
children the assurance of 
having equal access to both 
of their parents. A newly pro-
posed law, HB185 would do 
just that. It sets the standard 

so that even though two good 
people aren’t together any-
more, they should still have 
an equal role in the develop-
ment of their child’s life. 

This law wouldn’t change 
safety aspects of the current 
law to protect in cases of 
abuse, violence or other chil-
dren’s best interest factors, 
but instead it sets a starting 
point so that no child should 
have to worry about when 
they might see Mom or Dad 
next.

Please call each state rep-
resentative and urge them to 
support HB185. 

More details at Dads Can 
Too & Illinois Fathers for 
Equality.

Sincerely,
Ryan Allison

Catlin

MILLER
FROM PAGE 6A

round of staff purges to work 
with Baise, will oversee the 
operation.

It’s expected if Pritzker can 
get a fair tax on the ballot 
next year he’ll put his money 
where his mouth is to pass it.  
And as we saw last year, the 
man can spend money faster 
than anyone outside the 
Pentagon.

Baise will try to tap into 
the resulting reaction of 
fear and loathing by up-
per-income types to try and 
counter Pritzker’s spending.  
It’s a pretty good bet  the 
money will be there.  The top 
task of wealthy Illinoisans for 
the past decade, including 
Bruce Rauner’s election, was 
stopping a graduated income 
tax from being imposed here. 
Pritzker ran on a promise of 
taxing the wealthy, so he like-
ly interprets his 16-point win 

over Rauner as a mandate to 
get that done. 

Baise’s group, however, ran 
some election-day polling 
which asked voters: “Do you 
support a progressive income 
tax - that is, a tax system that 
imposes a lower tax rate on 
low-income earners, while 
those with higher incomes 
pay a higher tax rate?”  Ac-
cording to the We Ask Amer-
ica poll, 53 percent of Illinois 
voters supported the tax.     

A state constitutional 
amendment requires the 
support of three-fifths of 
those voting on the question, 
or a majority of those voting 
in the election, so 53 percent 
likely wouldn’t be enough.  

The opponents’ attack will 
include the easy layup of 
exploiting Illinoisans’ distrust 
of their state government, 
particularly its inability to 
balance its budget over the 
years despite tax hikes.  A 
hefty dose of messaging 

against the unpopular House 
Speaker Michael Madigan 
will undoubtedly be part of 
their play. 

Baise and his associates do 
not want to get involved in 
Republican Party-type issues, 
and just focus on beating 
back the progressive tax. 

If President Trump is on 
the ticket next year, not a 
whole lot of money will be 
funneled into Republican 
state legislative races here be-
cause it would be so fruitless.  
And there are no statewide 
races except for U.S. Senate.  
But a progressive income tax 
ballot question could very 
well open up a whole lot of 
wealthy wallets, so, if nothing 
else, they have a decent busi-
ness plan. 

(Rich Miller is the editor 
of the Capitol Fax blog and 
newsletter, which he has been 
publishing for more than 20 
years. His email is capitolfax@
gmail.com.)

teer committee welcome and 
encourage residents to come 
out for these entertaining 
shows. 

Committee members are: 
Lorraine Bailey, Steve Bene-
fiel, Sue Anne Casey, Steve 
Eitel, Angela Griffin, Harry 
Hughes, Ned Jenison, Jeremy 
Larson, Danette Pine, Warren 
Sperry, Michael Step and Lisa 
Tucker. 

Utmost thanks to our 
Strategic Doing Consultant, 
Trisha Vitale, the City of 
Paris, Paris High School, the 
Edgar County Community 
Foundation and the Joe and 
Nila Hasler Foundation for 

progressive thinking and 
generosity with spearhead-
ing the Matching Challenge 
Endowment Fund. 

So, to all the donors, 
sponsors, volunteers and 
patrons of the arts: Blessings 
to you and we’ll see you soon 
at the Paris Center of Fine 
Arts “Performances on the 
Prairie.” 

Ticket information is 
available at www.pcofa.net, 
Prospect Bank or calling 217-
251-2016.

(Kristin Chittick is Fine Arts 
Manager at the Paris Center of 
Fine Arts. Email her at info@
pcofa.net.)

Not advertising …

You know what you’re doing, but no one else does!
is like blowing kisses in the dark.

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216

Important discussions 
start HERE.
101 N. Central Ave., Paris n 217-921-3216 n www.prairiepress.net

KNOWLEDGE IS FREE — AND DELIVERED 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK. 
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CHRISMAN – Follow-
ing a poor performance by 
Chrisman Junior High School 
students on the Illinois As-
sessment of Readiness test the 
school district is working with 
the Illinois State Board of Ed-
ucation (ISBE) personnel to 
improve future results.

Principal Cole Huber re-
ported findings by the School 
Improvement Team to the 
Unit 6 board of education 
during the Monday, Feb. 11, 
meeting. He said the team, 
consisting of Huber and four 
teachers, completed the re-
quired Comprehensive Needs 
Assessment as part of the 
ISBE requirements.

“The needs assessment 
was intricate,” said Huber. “It 
forced us to look deep into the 

needs of the junior high.”
What the team discovered 

was a serious lack of access to 
technology.

“We have kids that want 
more technology,” Huber said. 
“We have teachers that want 
more technology. We have 
kids that really need more 
technology.”

He explained some of the 
junior high students hand-
write all of their homework 
and other assignments. As a 
result, they do not have key-
boarding skills and are dis-
advantaged taking the online 
and timed assessment tests 
like the Illinois Assessment of 
Readiness. 

Huber stressed it is not pos-
sible to resolve this deficiency 
by scheduling more time in 
the computer lab for students 
since that space is already 
facing heavy use. He said the 
sixth through 12th grade En-
glish curriculum is entirely 
online without a textbook 
and those classes must use the 
computer lab daily. It is also in 

use by teachers of other sub-
ject matter.

As part of the school im-
provement effort, Unit 6 re-
ceived a $103,000 grant from 
the ISBE to assist with chang-
es.

Huber said the improve-
ment team recommended 
spending part of the money 
to provide every junior high 
student with a Chromebook 
to use in classes so they gain 
daily experience operating 
the device and improving key-
boarding skills.

What the grant won’t pay 
for are the necessary network 
improvements and increased 
bandwidth to accommodate 
so many additional devices 
on the network. That expense 
falls on the district.

“Right now we have routers 
in the hallways that provide 
Wi-Fi to every two class-
rooms,” said Huber. “We will 
need a router in every room.”

He added the district’s tech-
nology vendor recommended 
spending additional money 

to also wire the high school 
building at this time in case the 
district ever commits to one-
to-one education where every 
student is provided with a de-
vice for use in the classroom.

Board member Cory 
Chaney asked if the Chrome-
books will be assigned to the 
junior high school or if the 
devices are something the 
students will carry with them 
when they go to high school. 
Huber replied the devices will 
stay in the junior high because 
letting the eighth graders keep 
the devices for use in high 
school means the next incom-
ing sixth grade students will 
not have Chromebooks.

Purchasing the personal 
devices will require addition-
al expenditures for training 
teachers to effectively use the 
Chromebooks in the class-
room. 

“We can’t just give the 
teachers and kids a bunch of 
technology and expect magic 
to happen,” Huber said.

Other issues identified in 

the report included improved 
communication between 
the junior high and grade 
school regarding curriculum 
alignment and creating a dis-
trict-wide central vision to tie 
all aspects of the schools to-
gether.

Board members approved 
submitting the school im-
provement work plan to the 
ISBE, but the approval came 
with a caveat – approval of the 
plan is not permission to spend 
money for the Chromebooks 
or network enhancements.

Interim superintendent 
Jim Acklin raised an unusual 
issue for board consideration. 
He said during the eighth 
grade regional boys basketball 
tournament a Shiloh parent 
was unacceptably egregious 
and aggressive in his behav-
ior toward the referees with 
loud and profane comments. 
When Huber asked the indi-
vidual to show more restraint 
the man turned his wrath and 
vindictive language toward 
Huber. The situation was re-

solved when a referee ejected 
the man from the game and 
he left.

“I personally think none of 
our staff should be treated like 
that, and we need to get the 
message out,” said Acklin.

After looking into the mat-
ter, Acklin discovered another 
school district has banned this 
Shiloh parent from attend-
ing games and he suggested 
Chrisman do the same. He 
said banning someone from 
games is a formal process that 
requires notifying the offend-
er so the person has the option 
to attend and offer a defense at 
a hearing.

Board members agreed the 
behavior as described was 
unacceptable but they also 
considered banning as too 
light a punishment. The con-
sensus was for Acklin to send 
a letter advising the individual 
a repeat of such behavior at a 
future game will result in an 
arrest and the district pursu-
ing prosecution on a criminal 
charge.

Examination reveals Unit 6 tech needs review

A plan to move a polling 
place from the Chrisman 
High School to the Chris-
man Nazarene Church 
was approved. County 
clerk and recorder August 
Griffin said Paris District 
95 has asked to have the 
polling places at Wenz and 
Memorial schools moved.

It is not always an easy 
thing to do because Grif-
fin is bound by election 
laws defining the space 
requirements and other 
features of polling places, 
which includes compli-
ance with the American 
with Disabilities Act. 
There is also an expense 
in that all registered voters 
assigned to a polling place 
must be notified by mail 
of the change. Griffin said 
his office budget cannot 
accommodate more than 
one such change per year.

“The timing was not 
right for Paris,” said Grif-
fin. “Chrisman was ahead 
of them with their re-
quest.”

Board member Phil 
Ludington noted the 
Chrisman School District 
request stated the polling 
place disrupted the school 
day and posed a risk be-
cause doors, normally 
locked as security mea-
sures, remained open to 
accommodate voters.

Ludington expressed an 
opinion the county should 
not use schools as voting 
places. Griffin replied a 
bill under consideration 
at Springfield might solve 
that problem. If the bill 
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in trustworthy friends is anoth-
er option.

“Friend is not just a title. It is 
being interested in each other,” 
Harmon said. “Real friendship 
is not selfish, it is selfless.”

Real friends, he said, don’t 
make excuses for bad behav-
ior, and they hold each other 
accountable.

Harmon said one of the 
worst mistakes he ever made 
was abandoning his good 
friends from junior high 
school who did not fit in with 
the high school group he grav-
itated toward. That new group 
used Harmon as a target for 
bullying. He tolerated the 
treatment because of an over-
whelming desire to fit in, even 
though it was an unhealthy 
situation.  

According to Harmon, bul-
lying is a polite term used to 
describe behavior some adults 
prefer to ignore because they 
do not want to deal with the 
complications of addressing 
what it really is – mental, ver-
bal and physical abuse. It is 
not harmless or a rite of pas-
sage.

“Who you surround your-
self with matters,” said Har-
mon. “I know you don’t want 
to hear that, but it is true. If 
you have goals and dreams, to 
reach them you need friends.”

Almost every hand in the 
audience was raised when 
he asked how many had wit-
nessed another person treated 
in an unhealthy manner. 

“Words hurt and how we 
treat others matter,” said Har-
mon.

He told students bullies 
are people who are hurting so 
they try to hurt others to build 
self-worth, but it is not a suc-
cessful effort because when 
bullies are alone they still see 
themselves as worthless. It is 
not a formula for growing and 
becoming successful.

“You are more broken than 
the people you pick on,” said 
Harmon. “What breaks my 
heart is you can never reach 
full potential until you take 
the mask off. You are the walk-
ing wounded. Your victims 
will go on to become success-
ful and forget you, but you are 
still stuck with you.”

The impact of abuse from 
bullying added to other prob-
lems a student is facing does 
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low spot and tends to flood 
after a heavy rain. 

“We haven’t been able to 
find money for our drain-
age problem,” said Cary.

Trustee Debbie Porter 
discussed efforts to in-
crease the use of the com-
munity center. 

She said a recent event 
of showing a free movie 
attracted a small crowd but 
those in attendance had 

BROCTON
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BOE considers 
banning Shiloh 
parent from future 
games

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Crestwood eighth graders 
are expanding their technol-
ogy knowledge thanks to the 
Think Pads each student is 
using, the Crestwood Unit 
4 school board members 
learned during its February 
meeting Wednesday, Feb. 13.

Language arts teacher Cin-
dy McLain provided insight 
into the work being done in 
her classroom. The students 
are putting together their own 
podcasts using a program ap-
proved by the school, writing 
assignments and taking tests 
on the pads, she said. 

While some students do 
not have access to a comput-
er or laptop at home, McLain 
said, “We have to remind 
them if they have a phone, 
they have a computer in their 
hand.” Students can access 

and work on assignments at 
home, she said, “And they 
certainly would rather read 
a book on their phone than 
holding one.”

Board president Jim Blue 
praised the work of both the 
students and teachers. “It is 
amazing the technology that 
our children have now.”

Crestwood Superintendent 
of Schools Danette Young 
said it is hoped the district can 
expand providing the Think 
Pads to more students. There 
is a cart containing additional 
pads that can be shared but it 
is frequently in use, she said.

In other business, the 
board:
nApproved Facility Use 

Request for EnerStar for 
the co-op’s annual members 
meeting March 16.
nNotified the board of a 

FOIA request made by the 

Illinois Retired Teachers As-
sociation.  They requested the 
name and email addresses of 
all teachers or administrators 
who are retiring at the end of 
the school year.  None of the 
Unit 4 staff is retiring this year.
nApproved the revised 

Lunch/Breakfast Eligibility 
and Meal Change Notifica-
tion Policy.
nApproved a letter regard-

ing exchange of property with 
Edgar County Community 
Unit School District 6 involv-
ing Mark and Holly Winans.
nApproved Transporta-

tion contract extension with 
MSB Transportation for two 
years.
nHeard Crestwood stu-

dents, teachers and staff do-
nated more than $1,000 to 
the family of Brysen Mills 
who is a patient at Riley Chil-
dren’s Hospital. In addition, 

the school’s PTO sponsored 
Crestwood Act of Kindness 
with $1 donated to the Mills 
family for each act of kindness 
shared.
nCongratulated the sev-

enth grade boys basketball 
team for winning the IESA 
regional.
nCongratulated the 

school’s cheer team for fin-
ishing sixth in the IESA state 
cheer competition.
nCongratulated the eighth 

grade girls volleyball team for 
taking second at the St. Thom-
as tourney.
nExpressed appreciation 

to Joe’s Pizza for providing 
pizza for the teachers for Fri-
day’s in-service.
nFollowing an executive 

session, the board accepted 
the resignations of softball 
coaches Scott Dosch and 
Steve Coombes.

Think Pads are a boon for Crestwood

lead some to suicide. A dis-
concerting number of hands 
were raised after Harmon 
asked how many knew of 
someone who had contem-
plated suicide.

Suicide is a passionate top-
ic for him because at 18 years 
old, he was on the brink. His 
life had spiraled down from 
earning straight A’s to straight 
F’s, getting kicked out of 
school and an addiction to al-
cohol and drugs. He described 
his life from 18 to 23 as going 
nowhere fast. It all changed 
one tragic night when he was 
driving drunk, had an acci-
dent and killed his female pas-
senger. 

It astounded him when the 
girl’s family forgave him but 
also urged him to do some-
thing positive so her death 
was not meaningless. It took 
him some time to process the 
forgiveness and what the fam-
ily was asking. 

“Who didn’t forgive me was 
the State of Indiana. I was sen-
tenced to 15 years in prison,” 
said Harmon.

While he was in prison, 
Harmon came to the realiza-
tion that no matter what his 
past had been his future held a 
bigger promise if he was will-
ing to work and change. He 
also recognized he could no 
longer use his parents’ divorce 
and blaming his dad as an ex-
cuse for his personal failures.

“At the end of the day, my 
dad didn’t make me do those 
things,” said Harmon.

He was released from prison 
11 years early and made it his 
mission to become an inspira-
tional speaker to help others.

Noting some students were 
crying at different points in 
the presentation Harmon said, 
“I can see it in your faces and 
your eyes. I’m getting to some 
of you. My story is your story.”

Harmon shared some im-
portant lessons he has learned:
nTalent alone is not enough. 

Success comes through hard 
work, positive values and most 
important how one treats oth-
ers.
nIt is important to control 

one’s emotions because unruly 
emotions can lead to bad deci-
sions.
nLiving for the moment is 

not living. Everyone needs a 
plan and goals so all decisions 
are made with a strategy in 
mind for reaching those ends.
nWhen one of us hurts, we 

all hurt.
nChange takes intentional 

choice – talk is cheap but ac-
tions matter.
nKeeping emotions and 

pain pent up inside is danger-
ous saying pressure breaks 
pipes and encouraged anyone 
struggling with issues to meet 
with one of three counselors 
at school that day.

“Don’t think you are alone, 

and it is better to give up,” said 
Harmon. “In this room there 
are teachers, scientists, doc-
tors, musicians, artists. The 
world needs you. You were 
born for something.”

Chrisman High School’s 
Family, Career and Com-
munity Leaders of America 
chapter sponsored Harmon’s 
appearance. Chapter advisor 
Mary Phipps explained the 
idea originated last year after 
students attended the annual 
IGNITE conference.

Phipps said FCCLA started 
a Stop the Violence campaign 
when a chapter president was 
shot in a Kentucky school 
shooting.

“One of our members, who 
moved in from Indiana, had 
a friend who tried to commit 
suicide. She knew about Na-
than, and said if we wanted 
to address suicide, he was the 
guy,” Phipps said. “She has 
since transferred back to In-
diana because she never felt 
comfortable or accepted here.”

Phipps expressed pride 
in her students for the hard 
work in fundraising to bring 
Harmon to Chrisman as part 
of FCCLA week. Local orga-
nizations helping finance the 
program were: the American 
Legion, Chrisman Communi-
ty Club, the Academic Boost-
er Club, Dan Phipps/Country 
Financial and Terry Elston/
State Farm. 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The show of hands tells the story. Speaker Nathan Harmon was at Chrisman High School Tuesday 
with a high-energy, fast-paced program on multiple issues but mostly a message that every 
person has value. At points during the presentation he asked for a show of hands from students 
who were from broken homes, had negative experiences of not having two parents in the same 
home, witnessed a student endure bullying or knew someone who was so down that suicide was 
considered.

becomes law, schools will be 
required to either close on 
election days or have a teach-
er in-service so students are 
not present.

The board authorized 
Griffin to bid out ambulance 
service for the special service 
area of Hunter, Stratton, El-
bridge, Symmes, Grandview, 
Buck and Paris townships.  

Board member Derrick 
Lorenzen said the commit-
tee working on the contract 
hopes to have that document 
and bidding specifications 
ready by the end of the month.

Board member Dan Brun-
er asked about the status of 
the Northern Edgar County 
Ambulance Service (NE-
CAS) becoming part of the 
special service area and how 
this new contract may impact 
that effort.

Voigt, a resident of North-
ern Edgar County, said it is 
his understanding the north-
ern ambulance board is tak-
ing the approach of asking 
the Chrisman, Metcalf and 
Hume fire protection districts 
to share tax money to keep 
the ambulance in operation 
and if that does not work may 
explore creating a new special 
service area with authority to 
levy an ambulance tax.

According to Voigt, the 
county needs to move for-
ward on the contract for the 
existing special service area 
to get the bidding done in a 
timely manner and cannot 
wait for a decision from the 
Chrisman-based service. He 
said folding the northern 
ambulance into the special 
service area may still be an 
option in the future if that is 
what the NECAS board de-
cides to do. 

fun and the plans are to repeat 
the event in late February al-
though she did not know at 
the the meeting what film will 
be shown.

“We got a lot of suggestions 
from the kids that were here, 
but nobody said the same 
thing twice,” said Porter.

She added the planning 
committee for the center 
meets at 10 a.m. the third 
Monday of each month and 
everybody in the community 
is welcome to attend and ex-
press an opinion.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

TERRE HAUTE, Ind. 
– Locals wanting a sample 
of the glitz and glamour of 
the movie industry can do 
so when 100 Men Who 
Cook Goes to Hollywood.

The annual fundraising 
event for the Terre Haute 
Children’s Museum has 
adopted a Hollywood 
theme and those attend-
ing are encouraged to 
wear their finest attire or 
dress like a favorite movie 
character to enhance the 

100 Men Who Cook 
fundraiser is April 6

evening’s atmosphere. 
A pool of Terre Haute 

men representing financial, 
legal, medical, education 
and all aspects of the busi-
ness community gather 
every year for this event to 
cook favorite dishes and 
raise money for the muse-
um. The 2018 event yielded 
more than $100,000.

Tickets are available now 
and those familiar with the 
event say it sells out quick-
ly. Individual tickets are $75 
or $500 for a table of eight. 
Corporate tables with pre-
ferred seating are available 
for $1,000.

More information about 
the event or to purchase 
tickets is available by calling 
812-234-4480 or visiting 
http://terrehaute.100men-
whocook.com.

Fundraiser to 
benefit Children’s 
Museum will 
sell out, tickets 
available now



SATURDAY,  
FEBRUARY 16, 2019

CONTACT US:

217-921-3216
nzeman@prairiepress.net 9A

Paris 
girls fall 
in title

See JUNIOR, Page 10A
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Tri-County takes sectional title 
Titans best Altamont to earn trip to Class 1A supersectional against Marissa Monday at Salem High School 

BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

MOWEQUA — The 
Tri-County Titans girls bas-
ketball program has been 
close to winning a sectional 
championship the past two 
seasons but fell just short. 

That streak stopped Thurs-
day, Fev. 14,  as the Titans 
hoisted the sectional trophy 
after defeating Altamont 74-
65 at Centrals A & M High 
School

In the history of the co-op, 
the Titans had never won a 
sectional title. Thursday, the 
Titans needed everything 
they had to make that dream 
a reality. 

TCT had to battle through 
some early foul trouble to take 
a 45-31 lead at halftime and 
then hold off a vigorous rally 
by the Indians to hold on for a 
74-65 win, giving Tri-County 
its first ever sectional crown.

The game itself pitted an Al-
tamont team that was loaded 
with size and length against a 
Tri-County squad that used 
quickness and a pressure de-
fense to create points. 

The first four minutes of 
the first quarter featured both 
teams going point for point 
until the Titans got a surge 
from Tayler Barry who scored 
9 of TCT’s 19 points first 
quarter points. 

The Indians tried to keep 
pace, getting two three-point-
ers from Mary Guse as part 
of the 12-point frame to trail 

19-12 going into the second 
quarter. 

The Titans got into early 
foul trouble but got a huge 
boost off the bench as Bella 
Dudley came in and scored 
10 of the Titans 26 points in 
the second quarter. Tayler 
Barry kept up her hot shoot-
ing, racking up 5 points and 
Harley Barry added 8 points 
before picking up her fourth 
foul in the first half. 

The Indians used the Titans 
foul troubles to get points at 
the free throw line, convert-
ing 13 of 18 in the quarter as 
Leah Mayhaus went 6 for 6 in 
that span. 

The pressure defense by 
the Titans caused the Indians 
to make just three field goals 
as Tri-County went into the 
locker room with a 45-31 
lead.

Altamont came out firing 
in the third quarter but the 
Titans used solid technique 
to get the Indians into foul 
trouble. 

Tayler Barry hit two big 
three-point shots and Kier-
sten Price-Wilson scored 6 
points to give the Titans a 57-
46 lead heading into the final 
quarter. 

The fourth quarter was a 
battle as the Indians staged a 
rally, cutting the Titans lead 
to just 4 points at one stage 
as Mayhaus and Brooke Run-
ge combined for 12 of Al-
tamont’s 19 points. 

The Titans went 12 of 16 

in the frame from the line to 
finish with 17 points to secure 
the 74-65 win and Tri-Coun-
ty’s first trip to the Elite Eight.

“It feels amazing,” senior 
forward Grade Burnside 
said after the game.  “We’ve 
worked so hard for this, es-
pecially all of us seniors.  We 
wanted this since we were in 
fifth grade.”

The Titans went 22 of 27 

for 81.5 percent from the 
free-throw line compared to 
17 of 22 for 77.3 percent for 
the Indians.  The Titans also 
handled the ball well, only 
committing 12 turnovers to 
the Indian’s 19. 

Tayler Barry led all scorers 
with 29 points, including five 
three-pointers, while Kiersten 
Price-Wilson finished with 14 
points.  Harley Barry had 11 

points and five assists while 
Maiya Eskew had 10 points 
and six steals. Grace Burnside 
was a factor on the boards 
with seven rebounds. 

The thought of being a part 
of a historic moment was 
filled throughout the minds 
of all of the players.

“It feels great,” Harley Bar-
ry said.  “Like Grace (Burn-
side) said, as fifth graders, we 

have always been hoping. We 
wanted to do it in junior high, 
but just never got there, and 
finally we reached it our se-
nior year.  We feel very ac-
complished.  We’ve worked 
very hard to get where we are 
at and we are going to keep 
pushing.”

Leah Mayhaus led the Indi-
ans with 17 points, including 

Tina Jones/The Prairie Press

The Tri-County Titan girls basketball team are sectional champions after downing Altamont 74-65 Thursday, Feb. 14, at Central A & 
M High School in Mowequa. The Titans advance to the supersection at Salem High School Monday against Marissa. Game time is 
6 p.m. Pictured first row, from left, are Melia Eskew, Tayler Barry, Maiya Eskew, Meredith Smith and Izzy Carroll. Second row, from 
left, are Coach Joe Morrisey, Harley Barry, Bella Dudley, Grace Burnside, Kiersten Price-Wilson, Caroline Smith, Lillie Cox, assistant 
coach Alyssa Childress and trainer Ali Antkiewicz.

See TITANS, Page 11A

Illini take 4th straight win

BY DAN DUNDAS
dandundas86@gmail.com

MT. ZION — The sea-
son for the Paris Lady 
Tigers came to an end in 
a tough 66-38 loss to the 
Decatur-MacArthur Lady 
Generals in the IHSA 
Class 3A regional finals at 
Mt. Zion Thursday, Feb. 
14. 

The Lady Generals used 
their size and quickness 
to out rebound Paris and 
force turnovers with their 
press. 

“Their size was going 
to be a problem for us as 
much as we tried,” Lady 
Tiger Coach Dave Tingley 
said. “We had some of 
their shooting tendencies 
figured out and they even 
out performed those”. 

The Decatur-MacAr-
thur press sped the Lady 
Tigers up and created ball 
handling turnovers as well 
as hurried shots around 
the rim for most of the 
half. The Lady Generals 
had their own share of 
turnovers as well but Paris 
was not able to capital-
ize throughout the foul 
marred game. 

 The first point of the 
game was scored at the 
5-minute mark off of an of-
fensive rebound putback, 
which would be a common 
theme throughout. Brook-
lyn Westerfield got Par-
is’s first point of the night 
with 2:00 left in the first, 

Bigger, stronger 
MacArthur team 
ends season 66-38

See PARIS, Page 10A

BY NICOLE KRAFT
Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) 
— Illinois is winless on the 
road no more.

Trent Frazier had 15 points 
and Ayo Dosunmu buried 
a key 3-pointer with 29 sec-
onds remaining as Illinois 
held off Ohio State 63-56 
Thursday for its fourth win in 
a row.

Dosunmu also scored 15 
points and Giorgi Bezhan-
ishvili added 13 for the Illini 
(10-15, 6-8 Big Ten), who 
won their first true road game 
of the season.

The loss snapped a three-
game win streak for the Buck-
eyes (16-8, 6-7), who com-
mitted 18 turnovers leading 
to 14 Illini points.

“We wanted to make them.
finish through us, over us, 
around us, and not foul,” Illi-
nois coach Brad Underwood 
said. “We’ve gotten better at 
walling up and not slapping 
as much, and committing 
fewer fouls. There is nothing 
magic in it. Maybe tonight 
was just our night.”

Dosunmu made two free 
throws to give Illinois the 
lead for good with 8:15 to 
play and his 3-pointer three 
minutes later made it 51-46. 
Luther Muhammad hit two 
foul shots to pull the Buck-
eyes within three with 57 sec-
onds left but Dosunmu, who 
scored nine points in the final 
eight-plus minutes, answered 
with a 3.

“He practices that shot, 
and we all trust him,” Frazier 
said of Dosunmu’s 3-pointer. 
“He has that dog mentality, 
and at times we huddle up 
and talk about it. When we 

are down two or up one, he 
is going to shoot that 3. He is 
going to make sure you don’t 
have a chance against us. That 
is why he has been so success-
ful to help us win.”

C.J. Jackson led Ohio State 
with 17 points, but he also 
had seven turnovers.

“He got himself into some 
difficult decisions with the 
ball,” Ohio State coach Chris 
Holtmann said. “I don’t 
question how hard he com-
petes. I thought he compet-
ed. But those turnovers were 
critical.”

Brothers Kaleb and Andre 
Wesson contributed 11 and 
10 points, respectively, as 
Ohio State shot just 36 per-
cent from the field, including 
15 percent (2 of 13) from be-
yond the arc, while missing 
10 layups.

Bezhanishvili had just two 
points in the first half but 
scored Illinois’ first seven 
points of the second. Illinois 
shot 44 percent from the 
field.

Keyshawn Woods, who 
scored 18 points in Ohio 
State’s Dec. 5 win against 
Illinois, was held to just 3 
points.

BIG PICTURE
Illinois’ speed resulted 

in 11 fast-break points and 
proved the difference.

Ohio State kept it close 
but cold shooting and slop-
py play doomed the Buckeye 
chances.

INJURY
Trent Frazier left the game 

late in the first half and  was 
seen clutching his knee on 
the bench but he returned to 

start the second.

POINTS MATTER
The Fighting Illini are 6-0 

when they hold opponents to 
67 points or fewer.

FOUL PLAY
Three players fouled out 

in the game — Kaleb Wes-
son and Kyle Young for Ohio 
State, and Da’Monte Wil-
liams for Illinois.

UNSUNG HERO
“All this kid does is help 

us win,” Underwood said of 
guard Andres Feliz. “This kid 
is nothing but a flat winner. 
He has done nothing but win 
his whole life. His value to 
our team is immense.”

Feliz had seven of his nine 
points, and five of his six re-
bounds, in 10 second-half 
minutes.
UP NEXT

Illinois hits the road again 
Monday when the Illini visit-
No. 20 Wisconsin.

Ohio State: Visits No. 11 
Michigan State on Sunday.

Junior 
League 
winding 
down
BY CINDY WILSON
tcwilson81@frontier.com

Paris Junior League play 
is winding down with only 
one week left in the regular 
season. The Panthers re-
main undefeated.

PANTHERS 58, HAWKS 14
In the first game of the 

afternoon the Panthers 
grabbed a first quarter 
lead over the Hawks at 
19 – 5. The Panthers add-
ed another eight points in 
the second quarter while 
holding the Hawks to only 
five points and led 27 -10 
at halftime. The Panthers 
went on a scoring frenzy 
through the third quarter 
and held a strong 43 -14 
lead going into the final 
period. The Hawks were 
unsuccessful in scoring 
attempts and the Panthers 
added another 15 points 
to win. 

Dylan Blair was the lead-
ing scorer with 16 points. 
Drew Rogers finished with 
11 points and Karic Mason 
added 10 points. Kipton 
Bradford and Jackson Rig-
don had 6 points each. Sean 
Dunn was credited with 
4points and Dawson Rogers 
and Landon Nugent each 
had 2 points. Luke Stuck had 
1 point.

Brody Bishop led the 
Hawks with 6 points. Pais-
ley Reed added 3 points to 
the book. Madox Hutch-
ings and Carter Wilson 
had 2 points each and 

Illinois is winless on the road no more with 
63-56 win over the Ohio State Buckeyes

Special to The Prairie Press

Illinois guard Trent Frazier drives against Ohio State during an 
NCAA college basketball game in Columbus, Ohio, Thursday, Feb. 
14, 2019. Illinois won 63-56.
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Your One-Stop
LIQUOR STORE

(217) 463-5010
601 E. Jasper St.
Paris, IL  61944

We also have....
Lottery, Video Gaming, Groceries and Great Wine  Selection

MON-TH   7 a.m.- 10 p.m.

FRI-SAT    7 a.m.-12 a.m.

SUN          12 p.m. - 7 p.m.

**Watch for our in-store specials!**

for all your beer, wine & liquor needs.

(217) 463-3911
112 N Main St  • Paris, IL

We’ve 
got your 

colors

Dalbey Designs

Edgar County’s
Fan Headquarters!

OPEN DAILY  11 A.M. – 9 P.M.

Specials
Footlong

$2.00

309 W. Jasper St.  Paris, IL  • (217) 465-5812

Chicken Strips,
Fries & Drink $6.99

Homemade Soups:
Vegetable Beef, Chili

Cup.....$2.75
Bowl.....$3.99
Quart.....$9.99

FLAVOR OF THE WEEK:
Peanut Butter

REUSE THE NEWS
Recycle this newspaper

Paris duo moves 
on in 3 pt. contest
BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com 

Some of the biggest names 
through the history of basket-
ball have been deadly accurate 
from beyond the three-point 
line. Among those names are 
Steph Curry, Larry Bird, Reg-
gie Miller and maybe —  just 
maybe — Jenna Gates and 
Katelyn Littleton. 

The duo of Gates and 
Littleton, who are a junior 
and freshman at Paris High 
School, was crucial to the play 
of the Lady Tigers through-
out the 2018-19 season. 

“Its really cool to repre-
sent Paris in the three-point 
shootout,” Gates said. “It is re-
ally exciting to be in it again.” 

The three-point contest, 
which is often filled with up-
perclassmen, will feature the 
younger Littleton this year. 
Littleton is thrilled with the 
opportunity at hand for her. 

“I’m just glad that I have 
the opportunity to be in this 
competition as a freshman,” 
Littleton said. 

This will be Gates’ sec-
ond-consecutive year in the 
contest and she is well aware 
of the level of competition 

she will face this year. 
“I finished in fourth place 

last year and I am really hop-
ing to build upon that this 
time around,” Gates said. “I 
am hoping to do better this 
year and make it to state.” 

Despite their teams’ sea-
son coming to a close Thurs-
day night in a 69-38 loss to 
MacArthur in the regional 
championship, there is not 
real offseason for the two Par-
is players. 

“We play travel basketball 
or some form of basketball all 
year long,” Littleton said “We 
practice shooting all the time 
and set aside time for it in 
practices, too. That helped us 
get a lot better as the season 
went on.” 

The Paris girls team had its 
share of ups and downs this 
season but Gates was ada-
mant that those helped to de-
velop her into a better player. 

She cited some tough loss-
es and several injuries that, 
despite their negative context, 
helped to unite the team and 
make each player a bit better. 

The three-point shootout 
will be on Thursday (2/21) at 
5:30 p.m. in Taylorville. 

LADY TIGERS IN SHOOTOUT

Jeremy Patterson/The Prairie Press

Lady Tigers Jenna Gates, left, and Katelyn Littleton advanced 
from the IHSA Class 3A regional in the Country Companies 
Queen of the Hill competition Thursday in Mt. Zion.

PARIS
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Katelynn Littleton got their 
only basket sprinting down 
after a turnover to drop in a 
layup before the buzzer. 

Decatur-MacArthur’s pres-
sure was constant going into 
the second quarter, keeping 
the Lady Tigers outside the 
three point line for good 
chunks of their possessions. 
The Lady Generals made 
it 14-5 off a three pointer, 
and made another halfway 
through the quarter. 

The Paris offense consisted 
of mostly Karrington Krabel 
free throws the rest of the 
quarter as Decatur-MacAr-
thur’s constant fouling put 
them in the bonus. They con-
tinued to pick up offensive re-
bound for baskets, and went 
into halftime up 29-15 after 

draining a three at the buzzer. 
The Lady Generals 

stretched out their lead with 
some fast break scores and an-
other three pointer as the third 
quarter unfolded. Paris’ shots 
from the outside weren’t able 
to find the bottom of the net 
for most of the game, which in 
turn allowed Decatur-MacAr-
thur to use their size and clog 
up the paint. They continued 
their offense of an occasional 
three pointer, and layups for 
the rest of the quarter, and the 
game. 

Paris got their top scor-
ing from Krabel with 13 and 
Rigdon with 12, as the game 
slowed to a halt with fouls in 
the second half.  “We watched 
them three times either live or 
on film and they do the things 
they’re good at to win. We 
didn’t have our best game and 
they definitely did.” 

Paris finished their season 
25-8, and going 8-0 in the 
LIC. “We have our heads held 
high, we got to 25 wins which 
is no small feat. Our girls play 
for each other and titles or 
not, that’s what you want to 
see.” 

PARIS 40, MT. ZION 31
The Paris girls advanced to 

the title game of their Region-
al playoff round with a 40-31 
win over the host Mt. Zion 
Lady Braves. Third seeded 
Paris was originally supposed 
to play Mattoon, but the Lady 
Green Wave were had to for-
feit post season play for play-
ing one too many regular sea-
son games, so Mt. Zion was 
bumped up a seed. 

Paris was able to hold their 
old Apollo conference foe to 
a low scoring turnout, much 
to the delight of Head Coach 
Dave Tingley, “They switched 
their defense on us a lot, luck-
ily we played ours even better. 
They kept us from getting cer-
tain shots, and the 31 shots 
we took is a real low number 
for us.”

The first quarter was a low 
scoring affair, with Mt. Zion 
settling for mid-range jump 
shots and Karrington Krabel 
scoring baskets in the paint 
for the Lady Tigers. The Lady 
Braves began accruing fouls 
across the quarter and into 
the second. Paris was cold 
from long distance early in 
the game, but we’re able to 
rebound a lot of Mt. Zion’s 
missed shots. 

Mt. Zion went up 14-9 with 
a very long three pointer with 
under three minutes left, and 
was immediately answered 
by a three from Madyson 
Rigdon. Paris went up 17-15 
at the half, thanks to a Jenna 
Gates three pointer with 15 
seconds left in the half. 

Paris came out on fire with 
an 8-0 run to start the third 

quarter. Rigdon made a 
short jump shot, Jenna 
Gates converted a three 
point foul play, and Krabel 
rebounded her own missed 
free throw for a layup. Mt. 
Zion continued to put up 
three point attempts that 
did not fall, and eventual-
ly eschewed doing so until 
the fourth quarter. 

Instead, they went on 
their own 6-0 run, making 
it only 25-21 Paris by the 
3:30 mark. After a mon-
strous block by Krabel on 
an attempted three, Jenna 
Gates nailed a three point-
er with a minute left in the 
third, giving Paris a 30-23 
lead they would not re-
linquish heading into the 
fourth quarter. 

Krabel helped extend 
the seven point lead with 
a tough bounce pass to an 
open Katelynn Littleton, 
and scored on a spinning 
post move after receiving a 
lob. After long possessions 
for both teams, Mt. Zion 
cut it to 36-26 with their 
first three pointer of the 
half, midway through the 
fourth. The Lady Braves 
began fouling Paris to get 
the ball back with two min-
utes remaining. 

Paris was be in the reg-
ular bonus, splitting their 
free throws attempts, until 
the Lady Braves sent them 
into the double bonus. Mt. 
Zion was not able to con-
nect offensively, as Paris 
kept the lead by at least 6 
points the entire way down 
the stretch. 

“Karrington had a great 
game, going for 17 points 
and 15 rebounds. You can’t 
really coach a player like 
her in regards to her effort 
and how she gutted the 
game out. We’re still get-
ting used to each other and 
it’s only getting better.” 

In print.  
Online. On-the-go.

www.prairiepress.net
KNOWLEDGE IS FREE — AND NOW DELIVERED  

24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK. Litteral finished with a single 
free throw.

BEARS 40, EAGLES 9
In the second game of the 

afternoon the Eagles got off to 
a rough start and were unable 
to connect at the basket while 
the Bears put 10 points on the 
board in the opening quarter. 

Scoring improved for the 
Eagles during the second 
quarter and they were able 
to get six points on the board 
while the Bears added 12 
more. 

After half, the Bears kept 
their scoring going and led 
34 – 8 at the end of the third 
quarter. 

The only point scored for 
the Eagles during the fourth 
quarter was a free throw by 
Landon Gerberding and the 
Bears continued to drive 
to the basket and added six 
more. 

Sixth grader Jacob Staley 
led the Bears with 10 points. 
Gabriel Roushand and Austin 
Pardi each added 8 points to 
the books. Parker Sanders 
had 6 points. Charlie Ford, 
Aiden Lawson, Ian Theirl and 
Nathan Fonner each had a 
basket.

Carson Throneburg, Hold-
en Henderson and Nicholas 
Doughan each had a basket 
for the Eagles. Landon Ger-
berding ended with 1point.

COLTS 49, LIONS 16
The Colts quickly took 

control of the third game with 
a 14 – 2 lead at the end of the 
first quarter. Success scoring 
continued for the Colts and 
at halftime they had a com-
fortable 36 – 4 lead. Scoring 
settled down somewhat in 
the third and the Colts add-
ed nine points to the board 
while the Lions chalked up six 
points. During the final quar-
ter the Colts added only four 
points to the board while the 
Lions put up six points. The 
Colts dominated 49 – 16. 

Many of the Colt players 

were successful at scoring at-
tempts but Colten Cornwell 
led the pack with 12. Right 
behind was Drake Thompson 
with 10 and Mason Byrnes 
with 8 points. Braylen Mills 
had 6 points for the afternoon. 
Dylan Flores and Owen Jones 
each had 4 points. Rickie 
White finished with 3 points 
and Gage Wright had a buck-
et. 

Eli Brinkerhoff led the Li-
ons with 8 points. John Hee-
lan had 4 points and Mack 
Kuglin and Kilee Edwards 
each had 2 points.

TIGERS 42, CARDINALS 30
The game was close and at 

the end of the quarter, the Ti-
gers held a slim 8-4 lead.

The second quarter aided 
the Tigers in gaining a more 
comfortable margin with the 
help of Gage Woolum, who 
put in 12 points and gave the 
Tigers a 24-7 lead. 

After the halftime break, 
the Cardinals returned to put 
11 points on the board un-
til the Tigers answered back 
with 8 points. The Tigers led 
32 – 18 after the third quarter.

For the first half of the 
fourth quarter the Cardinals 
looked as though they were 
going to get back in the game. 
The score was close until the 
Cardinals had to start fouling 
and the Tigers put in 8  of their 
16 shots at the free throw line. 
It was those free throws that 
iced the cake for the Tigers as 
they took the win.

Gage Woolum led the Ti-
gers with 12 points and Ty 
King finished with 11 points. 
Brayden Rogers had seven 
points and Logan Dick man-
aged 3 buckets for 6 points. 
Brody Whitaker finished the 
scoring with 4 points.

Cardinal player Carter 
Eastham finished the af-
ternoon with 8 points and 
Carter Crippes had 7 points. 
Dylan Lucas had 6 points and 
Bella Moreschi finished with 
4 points. Aiden Means added 
a free throw and a bucket fo r3 
points.

The last day of the regular 
season will be this Sunday 
with games starting at 12:45.

Get ready because tourna-
ment time is around the cor-
ner and those games will be 
played on the 24th, 25th, 26th 
and championship day will be 
Sunday, March 3rd.

JUNIOR
FROM PAGE 9A

GOT NEWS?
Call Nancy & Gary!

217-921-3216



BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

Senior night did not turn 
out the way the Paris Tigers 
hoped as the home team fell  
in overtime to the Charleston 
Trojans 70-68 on Tuesday, 
Feb. 12. 

The game marked the 
final time seniors Colton 
Landrum and Bryce Glad-
ding would take the floor in 
front of the home crowd. 

The game also marked the 
second-highest point total 
of the season for the Tigers, 
following only the 88 points 
scored against Chrisman at 
the North American Lighting 
Thanksgiving Tournament 
back in November. 

This scoring was accom-
plished in spite of the fact 
leading scorer Mason Hutch-
ings sat out three quarters of 
the game.

Paris led at the end of the 
first three periods in the 
game, but did not lead in the 
two most important quar-
ters. Hutchings and Landrum 
both went to the bench late 
in the first quarter, and only 
Landrum returned to the 
game. Hutchings was deal-
ing with a migraine headache 
and would not return. 

With less than a minute to 
go in regulation, Paris held 
a slim one-point lead 61-60. 
Charleston was forced to foul 
in order to try to get the ball 
back, but junior center Mat-
thew Brouwer calmly stepped 
to the free throw line and 
knocked down his 23rd and 
24th points to give the Tigers 
a three-point advantage.

With a little over three sec-
onds left in regulation, Isaac 
Miller of Charleston drilled 
a three-pointer from the right 
side — nearly 30 feet from 
the basket — to send the 
game into overtime. 

The Trojans outscored the 
Tigers 7-5 in the extra period 
to escape with the win. 

Brouwer led all scorers, 
and registered a double-dou-
ble with 24 points and 13 
rebounds. JT Johnson came 
off the bench to add 10 
points grabbing eight boards 
as well. Gladding finished 
the home portion of his ca-
reer strongly as he scored 
8 points, pulled down sev-
en caroms, and handed out 
three assists. Landrum also 
finished with 8 points, four 
boards and five assists in 
spite of missing most of the 
first half in foul trouble. Jude 
Sullivan added 8 points, four 
rebounds and three assists 
for the Tigers, and Hutch-
ings and JR Brinkerhoff 
added 4 points each. Dustin 
Creech came off the bench 
to score 2 points.

Paris out rebounded the 
Trojans by a 43-33 margin 
but — as has been the case 
most of the season — the 
Tigers turned the ball over 
way too much. Paris was 
guilty of 20 turnovers in the 
game compared to just 8 for 
Charleston. 

Coach Shawn Nugent was 
proud of the effort that his 

squad put forth against their  
rivals. 

“I thought the guys played 
harder under some adverse 
conditions,” Nugent noted. 
“Hutch (starting guard Ma-
son Hutchings) couldn’t go 
after halftime, and several 
guys stepped up.”

Nugent praised the play of 
his big man in the loss. 

“We saw flashes tonight of 
how good Matthew (Brouw-
er) can be,” the Tiger coach 
observed. “We did a good 
job of getting the ball to him 
inside and he did a great job 
of attacking the rim in spite 
of getting double and tri-
ple-teamed.”

In speaking about his se-
niors, Nugent he “hated that 
we couldn’t get the win for 
them. I can’t thank Bryce and 
Colton enough for the years 
they have given the program. 
We will miss them both.”

Paris falls to 9-17 on the 
season while Charleston im-
proves to 9-17. 

PARIS 39, FLORA 37
The Paris Tigers finally 

got the in conference vic-

tory they had been seeking 
all season, tipping the Flora 
Wolves 39-37 in a defensive 
battle Friday, Feb. 8,  in Paris. 

“We focused on defense at 
our recent practice and told 
the guys before the game it’ll 
be low scoring,” noted Paris 
Coach Shawn Nugent “To 
hold a team to 37 points is 
tough to do. I’m really proud 
of our guys, they earned 
what they got tonight.”

Paris played a tough game 
up and down the floor. Par-
is guards spent their time 
chasing Flora’s top perimeter 
player leading to some tough 
foul trouble in a low scoring 
first quarter. 

“Our perimeter guys 
picked up fouls, and we held 
up defensively with them 
sitting the second quarter.” 
Junior center Matthew Brou-
wer had three blocks in the 
first quarter, as both offenses 
tried to get started up. 

The game saw stretches 
with long defensive posses-
sions, many initiated by the 
Tigers. The Tigers went into 
their bench, but kept Flora 
from filling up the score-

board. The low scoring game 
continued into the second 
quarter, eventually the Tigers 
entered the half up 18-17. 

Flora finally took their 
first lead with a three point-
er to go up 22-21 at the 5:00 
mark. Mason Hutchings 
helped reclaim the lead with 
two tough driving baskets 
and consecutive possessions, 
and JT Johnson knocked 
down a three pointer to give 
Paris some room at 28-24. 

Paris gave up free throws 
and two quick baskets to start 
the fourth, and a Flora three 
pointer made it 33-29 in their 
favor. Both teams exchanged 
free throws, leaving at 35-31. 
JT Johnson grabbed a steal at 
midcourt at the 2:13 mark, 
and drove in for a possible 
three point play, and made 
his free throw. 

Brouwer knocked down 
two free throws give Paris a 
one point lead with 1:45 re-
maining. 

The Tigers continually 
blitzed the closest ball han-

dler for the Wolves, flum-
moxing their ball handlers, 
leading to a turnover. “We 
changed up our defense lat-
er in the game to throw a 
different look, and it forced 
some of the turnovers that 
we needed.” After a Paris 
timeout, the Tigers got the 
ball back after two Flora free 
throw makes, and Brouwer 
was sent to the line and sank 
two more free throws with 
:40 on the clock. “Matthew 
came up big for us late in the 
game, especially in such a 
high pressure spot”. 

Flora attempted a long 
three pointer with :15 sec-
onds left, and its long carom 
was tracked down by Dustin 
Creech, who was fouled. He 
split the pair of free throws. 
Flora attempted one more 
shot, another three pointer 
while only down two, to no 
avail as the buzzer sounded. 

“JT made some big plays 
for us at the end, even with 
missing some free throws, it 
helped spark us.” 

prairiepress.net  |  217-921-3216  |   SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2019  |  11ASPORTS

Eagle Ridge Memberships 
Single Walk                      $ 900.00       Single w/Cart     $1600.00 
Couple Walk                    $1000.00      Couple w/Cart    $2000.00                 
Family Walk                     $1100.00      Family w/Cart    $2200.00      
Trail Fee $600.00              JR Golf Membership (7-High School Senior) $200.00
Storage Fee $75.00        Club Rental $10.00

Daily Fees   9 Holes              9 Holes              18 Holes             18 Holes 
                  w/ Cart                                           w/ Cart
Monday    $ 9.00              $15.00  $13.00  $23.00
Tuesday – Thursday  $10.00              $17.00  $15.00  $29.00
Tuesday & Thursday Twilight $10.00              $14.00  $15.00  $20.00
(After 3pm)
Friday – Sunday   $15.00              $22.00  $20.00  $34.00
Saturday & Sunday Twilight $10.00              $15.00  $15.00  $25.00
(After 3pm)
Kids 7-14   $7.00              $7.00                  $14.00  $14.00 
(With paying adult)
Eagle Combo Packages Cards
10 – 18 Hole Rounds w/ Cart $ 275.00             CDGA System: $30 
20 – 18 Hole Rounds w/ Cart  $ 525.00
30 – 18 Hole Rounds w/ Cart           $ 750.00
*** Punch Card will have a total of 30 punches.  For each 18 hole round, your card will be punched 3 times; 
for each 9 hole round, your card will be punched 2 times.  Good Weekdays and Weekends.  NOT VALID 
FOR TOURNAMENTS OR OUTINGS. THESE CARDS ARE TO BE USED BY ONE INDIVIDUAL ONLY!!!

928 Clinton Road, Paris, IL 61944 • www.eagleridgeparis.com  • 217-463-3434

Eagle Ridge Golf Course Rates2019

Paris loses heartbreaker to Charleston 

Michelle Jacobs/The Prairie Press

The Paris Tiger varsity basketball team congratulated the Paris 95 Elementary Choir at half court 
with high-fives and hand shakes immediately following the choir’s performance of the National 
Anthem Tuesday evening, Feb. 12, at Paris High School gym.

TCT 51, ST. ANTHONY 43
This girls’ basketball season 

has been one of laser focus for 
the Tri-County Titans

The Titans had seen suc-
cess the past couple of years 
making the Sweet Sixteen in 
consecutive years, but their 
journey each time has been 
stopped at the point losing in 
the sectional title game.  This 
season has seen Tri-Coun-
ty come in with a different 
mentality feeling that they 
have some unfinished busi-
ness and have steamrolled 
through their first two games 
of the Class 1A Tournament 
winning the Arcola Regional 
with ease outscoring their op-
ponents 149-41 heading into 
Monday night’s Moweaqua 
Sectional semifinals against 
the Effingham St. Anthony 
Bulldogs.

These two teams faced off 
in the 2017 Arcola Sectional 
semifinal with the Titans win-
ning the contest 51-43 and 
the Bulldogs looking to exact 
a little bit of revenge.  

With a spot in the Sweet 
16 on the line, the game had 
the makings of another tight 

battle.
The Titans made sure to 

put that theory to rest early.
The patented full court 

pressure defense of the Titans 
put all kinds of problems on 
the Bulldogs offense jumping 
out to a 37-17 halftime lead 
and never looked back taking 
a 68-45 win and advancing to 
their third straight sectional 
title game appearance.

Tri-County finished 27 of 
67 for 40.3 percent and 12 of 
22 from the charity stripe for 
54.5 percent.  The Titans did 
handle the ball well only com-
mitting 15 turnovers.  Tayler 

Barry led all scorers with 20 

points while Harley Barry had 
another double-double with 
15 points and 10 rebounds 
while adding six steals and six 
assists.  Kiersten Price-Wilson 
had 10 points and Maiya Es-
kew chipped in eight in the 
win.

St. Anthony finished 15 of 
47 for 31.9 percent and 14 
of 26 from the line for 53.8 
percent.  Turnovers cost the 
Bulldogs coughing up the ball 
21 times.  The duo of Sydney 
Gibson and Meg Richards 
tallied 12 points each while 
Riley Guy added nine.  Clare 
McHugh, the Bulldogs lead-
ing scorer, was held to just 
four points in the loss.

TITANS
FROM PAGE 9A

Titans celebrate sectional title Thursday, Feb. 14.

Titan boys secure 
winning record
BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

KANSAS — The Tri-Coun-
ty Titans took a 68-45 win over 
Oblong Friday, Feb. 15, in a 
final tune up before the Class 
1A regional basketball tourney 
opens next week.

The Titans broke a five game 
losing streak on Tuesday, Feb. 
12, defeating Martinsville. The 
win Friday guarantees a win-
ning record for the year.  

In the opening stanza the Ti-
tans used great ball movement 
and even distribution of the 
points tallying 11 in the frame.  
The Panthers used the shoot-
ing of Nate Meese scoring 5 of 
Oblong’s 7 points to stay close 
at 11-7.

That was when the Titans 
kicked things into overdrive 
exploding for 22 points and 
getting a big boost off the 
bench with Cole McClain’s in-
side scoring.  The Panthers still 
couldn’t find the bottom of the 
hoop, managing only 7 points 
giving Tri-County a 33-14 lead 

into the halftime break.
The momentum continued 

into the third quarter as the 
duo of Logan Richardson and 
Trenton Pinnell got into the act 
combining for 17 of the Titans 
24 points. The Titans held a 
commanding 57-29 lead into 
the final eight minutes.

The Panthers continued to 
get scoring opportunities in 
the final quarter but the Titans 
played right with them as CJ 
Eakle scored 7 of Tri-County’s 
11 points late in the frame to 
secure the win.

The Titans had one of their 
best shooting efforts in recent 
games going 25 of 60 for 40.7 
percent and 12 of 17 from the 
charity stripe for 70.6 percent.  
The ball handling for the Ti-
tans was also sharp only com-
mitting 13 turnovers.  

Trenton Pinnell finished 
with 15 points to lead the way 
while Mason Hutchinson and 
Cole McClain added 11 each.  
Logan Richardson had nine 
points in the win.
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the Next Generation of  

^ Helping  Farm 
Families Succeed 

Learn more about the loan assistance 
and learning incentives program at
www.farmcreditIL.com/freshroots

Paris: 217.465.7605
paris@farmcreditIL.com

the Next Generation of  

^ Helping  Farm 
Families Succeed 

Learn more about the loan assistance 
and learning incentives program at
www.farmcreditIL.com/freshroots

Paris: 217.465.7605
paris@farmcreditIL.com

217.465.7605 • paris@farmcreditIL.com

Forsythe Family Farms, Inc. 
is 

PROUD 
to support FFA!

Keep up the great work!

Edgar County Locker

We proudly salute
F FA 

during Ag week!

Celebrating National 
FFA Week

Your Home Project Partner Since 1906
Kansas, IL                            Marshall, IL

(217) 948-5121                   (217) 826-2371
www.kirchnerbuildingcenters.com

WHAT’S NEXT:
Supporting Agriculture’s Bright Future

WWW.ILLINIFS.COM    217-384-8300

Darin Kohlmeyer
Instructor Program Chair

Precision Agriculture

1650 E. INDUSTRIAL
TERRE HAUTE, IN 47802
dkohlmeyer1@ivytech.edu

P 800-377-4882 ext 2523
812-298-2523

F 812-298-0153

Proud  supporter 
of the FFA

303 E Jasper Street, Paris, IL  61944  
www.dirtbustercarwash.com

Proudly salutes all FFA members

One Planet Solar

***Attention*** 
STOP Renting Your Power and Harvest your Own!

This is the year for Illinois solar.  Check out the incentives!
                                       * 30% Federal tax credit for Residents and Small business
* 100% Depreciation 
* Create thousands of dollars in equity
* Illinois SREC Procurement Program 
   (Possibly earn up
   to an additional 40% off of System cost )

Check us out online at 
www.oneplanetsolar.com
Or give us a call at 812-235-1380.  
Ask for Phil Roberts or Ben Christjansen

You may qualify for a 
FREE solar analysis!

Dorsett Ford
(217) 826-2346  

dorsettautomotive.com
1500 N Michigan Ave., Marshall, IL

11597 IL Highway 1•Paris, IL
EnerStar Electric Co-op    

www.enerstar.com

800-635-4145

EDGAR COUNTY SPECIAL 
SERVICE AREA AMBULANCE

1703 S. Main St., Paris, IL
(217) 463-5200

Wayne Marrs, Dealer
13809 E. 1600th Rd., Paris, IL • (217) 712-0055

PROUDLY SUPPORTS
FFA!

McCulloch
Farms

CELEBRATES FFA WEEK
18617 E. 1500th Rd.  PARIS IL

Hats off to our 
FFA members!

Kansas/Mays Station - (217) 948-5739
3240 IL Hwy 16 • Kansas, IL  61933

Celebrating National FFA week!

Chrisman
 202 W. Madison 

Chrisman, IL 61924
(217)269-2339

Paris
600 E. Jasper Street

Paris, IL 61944 
(217)465-6360

Georgetown 
111 South Main Street
Georgetown, IL 61846  

(217)662-2166

MEMBER FDIC

www.longviewbt.com

Celebrating America’s leaders in Agriculture - FFA

Dimond Financial 
Consultants, LLC
208 E. Jasper St., Paris IL 

217-465-8562 (217)465-5282 

science
for the soil

PROUDLY 

SUPPORTS 

OUR 
YOUTH

IN 

FFA

Scott Barrett,
Edgar County Coroner

PROUDLY  SUPPORTS

FFA!City of Paris

Mayor Craig Smith, 
City Council & Staff

Tuscola • (217) 253-3389 

Supports National FFA Week

Keep up the 
great work,

FFA!

ww

EXCEPTIONAL COMPANY. EXCEPTIONAL
HYBRIDS. EXCEPTIONAL SEED REPS.  
TALK TO ME ABOUT BEING ONE. 

217- 853-8335ROBERT BEAUCHAMP, DSM  
217-853-8335

Barrett Brothers
15155 E. 1700th Rd. • Chrisman, IL 61924

(217) 269-3142

Keep up the hard work, FFA!

Visit us at our temporary location at
15321 U.S. Highway 150, Paris

(217) 463-1111
Also, in Casey, Charleston, 

Mattoon, Toledo, Greenup and Neoga

Blanford Sportsman Club
799 W. State Rd. 163  Clinton, IN  

Saluting 

FFA Week!

11521 E. Clarksville Rd.
Marshall, IL  62441 217-889-3363

Mill Creek Meats

Proud Supporters

    FFAof 

D.ROBERTSON
G R A V E L  C O .  I N C .

3499 E. 1850 S. • Clinton, IN 47842

765-832-2768

We proudly support

F FA 
Member FDIC

Salutes our
FFA members

www.mossauctionteam.com

217-465-4545

Hats off to our 
FFA members!

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  • 217-921-3216

Proud supporters
of FFA

Celebrating 
National 

FFA week!

Member FDIC

We are proud
of our 

FFA Members!

Each year, FFA chapters around the country — including those in Edgar, 
Clark and Coles Counties — celebrate National FFA Week. It’s a time to 
share what FFA is and the impact it has on members every day.
What better way to show your support of FFA than to get involved in 
FFA Week? Whether it’s in person, on the phone or via social media, be 
sure to share your FFA stories during #FFAweek!
Whether it’s National Wear Blue Day, Give FFA Day, a volunteer 
opportunity in your community, or all of the above — together, we can 
make a lasting difference. Imagine the impact if we all do just one thing 
— big or small — to show our support. Join our area FFA members and 
their alumni to celebrate FFA and show your support of agricultural 
education and the future of agriculture. By doing just one positive thing, 
each and every one of us can make a difference. 

NATIONAL FFA WEEK
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Don’t you hate it when 
you do something stupid? Or 
forget. Or both.  

It’s 
somewhat 
understand-
able when 
you reach 
age 75 and 
above. 
That’s Old 
Codger’s 
age, y’know, 
when you 
waste 15 

minutes looking in every 
room in the house for your 
glasses. You know you haven’t 
been outdoors, or at least you 
think not, so they’ve gotta 
surface someplace. Some 
sympathetic soul eventually 
takes pity on your frustration 
and asks about your search 
mission.

“I can’t find my glasses,” you 
say. “I’ve looked everywhere. 
They’re around here some-
place.”

“You’re right,” says your 
friend. “They’re positioned 
atop your nose and hooked to 
your ears.”

Talk about embarrassment. 
Everyone laughs until the 
ceiling shakes while your 
face turns redder than a new 
Farmall tractor. You find it 
impossible not to laugh along 
with them.

At least you have an excuse. 
Old age slows down bodily 
functions. You dream of being 
25 again when you were sharp 
as a tack most of the time.

A few years ago my phone 
rang one night. I was surprised 
to hear the voice of Jamey 
Ghar, a good friend, age 25, 
with whom I worked.

“I earned some bonus 
money,” he explained. “I took 
my girlfriend to Terre Haute 
tonight and bought her a nice 
dinner. I also let her accom-
pany me to a men’s clothing 
store. You know how girls like 
to shop. It’s in their genes. She 
helped me select a nice pair 
of black shoes, black trousers, 
a dress shirt and a couple 
of new ties. The shoes were 
boxed and the clothing was 
plastic-wrapped. I spent a total 
of $188.”

Jamey paused for a moment 
and fought back tears as he 
continued. 

“Big Al,” he said, “I did 
something really stupid. I 
could kick myself. I stopped 
at a friend’s house on the 
Lower-T about a quarter mile 
from your house. It was there 
I unloaded some camping 
gear that my friend had loaned 
me. I absolutely forgot about 
removing my store-bought 
merchandise and placing it 
atop the car. I’m certain they 
fell off in your immediate 
neighborhood.”

My distraught friend 
explained a quick search in 
the darkness that night had no 
success. 

“Would you be kind 
enough to search tomorrow 
morning when it’s daylight?” 
he asked.

“Of course,” I said. “Any-
thing to help a friend.”

My search was thorough, 
but unsuccessful. Jamey 
was visibly upset, extreme-
ly angry at himself for his 

Stupidity 
occurs at 
any age

ALLEN
ENGLEBRIGHT
OLD
CODGER

Being a fake news journalist, 
not inclined to believe much 
of what President Donald 
Trump says, 
or tweets, I 
was brought 
to my senses 
a few days 
ago. So, here, 
dear reader, 
I admit that 
Trump is a 
victim of a 
witch hunt. 

How did 
I come to 
this conclusion the president, 
in this case, is telling the truth 
(Praise the Lord)? The witches 
told me, specifically, the Three 
Sisters. Those of you inclined 
to Shakespeare, are familiar 
with the Sisters: They being 
the harbinger for some very 
bad news for Macbeth.

Well, the Three Sisters are 
at it again – those accursed 
creatures, with their conjuring, 
chants, stirring of pots and, of 
course, cackling.

Like most witches, their 
noses are sharp, beak-like 
affairs. Threads of hair adorn 
their chins. Boney, spiked, 
ragged and dirty fingers; need 
we say more?

Contrary, however, to the 
perception of witches wearing 
black clothes, and pointed, 
black-brimmed hats and riding 
broomsticks, they can be, on 
occasion, dressed in white. 
Deception, at times, as much 
as curses, they use to effect.

Assuming the Three Sisters 
are part of the diabolical plot 
to do away the president, they 
must have a co-collaborator; 
someone whose skills they can 
use to undo Trump (alas, the 
man I so misjudged).

The miscreant, those of you 
who count yourself among the 
ranks of the Make America 
Great Again, must be obvious. 
Who would be the most foul, 
malignant, evil, perfidious, 
reprehensible, conniving, 
despicable plotting Puck?

The answer is as obvious as 
the logical conclusion spring-
ing from the Make America 
Great Again mantra: America 
is not great. Say that and apple 
pie becomes subversive, the 
American Flag a piece of 
second-hand merchandise 
and the Star Spangled Banner 
nothing more than fireworks.

Trump unmasked Satan, 
and it is none other than 
Special Prosecutor Robert 
Mueller, who has been at work 
prosecuting familiars of the 
president, and now, seems 
on the verge of unleashing a 
report, which might prove – at 
least - critical of the president.

Puck, Satan, Beelzebub, 
Devil, Pan, Pluto, etc., whatev-
er, his name (excluding what 
my friend, Fred, the mechanic, 
called Mueller, having partak-
en of enough beer to sink the 
proverbial ship), he set the 
Three Sisters to conjuring a 
curse.

Following are snippets of 
the curses the Sisters’ con-
jured:

“Round about the couldron 
go

In the poisones entrails 
throw.

Toad, that under cold stone
Days and nights has thir-

ty-one

Exploring 
the witch 
hunt

HARRY
REYNOLDS
ANOTHER
LOOK

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

We’re in the middle of February 
and Mother Nature can’t decide if it is 
spring, winter or Antarctica. 

Spring vacation is right around 
the corner for colleges and universi-
ties and that means higher prices to 
warmer places. Those dreaming of 
skipping out on below-freezing tem-
peratures and unbearable snowfall 
and ice, need to create a self-gift to 
that tropical destination of personal 
dreams.

Luckily, the world has more than 
one season and we don’t all experi-
ence them at the same time — which 
means if it’s snowing someplace, 
chances are it’s sunny somewhere 
else. 

Let this guide help the weary get 
there by following the best tips and 
considering the ultimate destina-
tion ideas for a much-needed warm 
weather winter break.

START PLANNING NOW
It’s no secret that plane tickets are 

cheaper when booked in advance. 
According to Google, average prices 
for spring vacation are at their lowest 
from three months to a month ahead 
of time — depending on the destina-
tion. Given how close it is it to when 
the students head south, waiting to 
book could mean paying more.

HAVE AN OPEN MIND
No matter where the destination 

is, travel is getting away from rou-
tine. Then again, isn’t that half the 
fun? Don’t stress out over scoring 
the cheapest deal or picking the per-
fect place because anywhere with 
sunshine beats a cold winter day at 
home.

USE THOSE MILES
Depending on the company, airline 

reward miles only last for a certain pe-
riod of time. Don’t take the chance of 
rewards expiring. If there was ever a 
time to cash it all in, this is it.

VISIT A VINEYARD
Most wine grapes are grown in 

generally warmer climates like South 
Africa and Argentina, making them a 
solid travel option. Plus, what’s more 
relaxing than bright skies, a healthy 
dose of Vitamin D and a favorite red 
or white in hand? 

Don’t forget Napa Valley in Cal-
ifornia. In far too many places, this 
time of year unapologetically tends 
toward gray and gloomy, but in Napa, 
the mustard flowers are blooming, 
carpeting vineyards in gold, just like 
they do on the grounds of Sterling 
Vineyards. 

Planning a winter escape 

DON’T WASTE ANY PAID TIME OFF
Similar to travel rewards, don’t let 

vacation days go to waste by not using 
them or simply staying at home. Live a 
little and don’t let the winter weather 
blahs take over get you down. Perk up 
and make that dream visit come to life.

GO ON A CRUISE.
Not only are cruises extra easy 

to plan, they’re also available year-
round. Escape frigid forecasts and 
set sail below the equator to hotter 
regions such as New Zealand or 
Asia.

Cruises can be very affordable — 
especially last-minute trips. Check 
out web sites like www.vacationsto-
go.com to find last minute specials. 
And remember — it is not neces-
saary to have a balcony or a suite for a 
great cruise, because travelers  don’t 
spend that much time in rooms any-
way. There’s nothing wrong with an 
inside room.

CHECK OUT BLACK OUT DATES
Flying during the times when peo-

ple want to reunite with their loved 
ones the most is typically more ex-
pensive but remember that not ev-
eryone can afford to take that much 
time off. Scheduling a trip several 
days before or after major holidays 
when most travelers are still at work 
or have already gone back is an easy 
way to save money.

DON’T CHECK A BAG
Pack extra light. Winter is a busy 

season to fly, so don’t set a vacation up 
for failure and risk having the airline 
lose a checked bag. Leave large liquid 
items and that extra pair of shoes at 
home.

EXPLORE THE GREAT OUTDOORS
Head down to Texas or Arizona to 

see some of the best of what nature 
has to offer while soaking up as much 
sun as possible. 

While it’s smart to avoid the states’ 
extreme summers, the weather is 
just right during the cooler months. 
For a more active spot with surf on 
one side and the rainforest on the 
other, check out Costa Rica. Between 
November and April is the country’s 
dry season resulting in ideal tempera-
tures with tons of sunlight and low 
humidity.

IF ALL ELSE FAILS, HIT THE BEACH
From the Philippines’ Palawan 

to Mexico’s Tulum, fun in the sun 
is here — get ready for the bluest 
waters and clearest skies. Another 
option is an Airbnb in Destin, Pen-
sacola, Sarasota or Siesta Key is likely 
just what you need. 

Other sites to check out are vrbo.
com where to find accommodations 
anywhere for any size group. Get the 
girls together for a long weekend in 

See GETAWAY, Page 2B
See CODGER, Page 2B

We just celebrated the Feast 
of St. Valentine, a priest who 
died Feb. 14, 269 A.D. 

He was canonized and is 
the patron saint of engaged 
couples but Valentine’s Day 
connections to courtship ritu-
als only dates to a 14th century 
poem by Geoffrey Chaucer.

The magic of life is the drive 
to reproduce. In humans, it is 
a mystical journey overseen by 
the holiness of the hormones. 
Recent discoveries highlight 
how all life is linked and how 
strong the fight to survive 
truly is. 

Life begins when a human 
egg from the mother is fertil-
ized by a sperm cell from the 
father. Each parent contributes 
half a set of human chromo-

somes, which combine when 
the sperm penetrates through 
into the nucleus of the egg. 
They merge into a full set of 
23 pairs of chromosomes. 
The hormonally charged egg 
is ready to begin dividing. 

Almost immediately the 
single egg cell replicates a 
copy of itself resulting in two 
identical cells. The process of 
replication occurs in the five 
steps of mitosis. In simple 
terms, the nucleus unwinds 
the DNA strands, makes a 
duplicate copy, which each 
curl back up on opposite sides 
of the cell forming two nuclei. 
The outer membrane pinches 
in surrounding each and splits 
forming two identical cells.

The initial fertilized egg is a 

perfect stem cell. A stem cell 
has the potential to become 
any specialized cell in the 

body. The 
human 
body has 
300 types of 
cell tissues. 
A liver cell 
divides to 
make a liver 
cell. When 
the skin is 
cut, it heals 
by neigh-

bor cells dividing to make 
duplicate cells layer by layer 
until the wound is sealed with 
new growth. A skin cell will 
not divide to make a pancreas 
replacement cell. 

Stem cells are special in that 

they can develop into various 
types of tissue. The original 
embryo is able to develop into 
every possible human tissue 
cell.

The fertilized egg becomes 
active and is called a zygote. 
This zygote begins replicating 
like the old inch-worm rhyme 
2 and 2 are 4 then 8, then 16 
and so on. A fully developed 
fetus consists of 26 billion 
cells all starting with the single 
zygote cell.

During the first six days 
the zygote can develop into 
any tissue. By day six there are 
just 100 cells in a mass called 
a blastocyst. At this time, 
the ball of cells embeds and 
attaches to the lining of the 
mother’s uterus to continue 

dividing. 
The process of specializa-

tion begins with the inner 
mass of cells beginning to de-
velop fetal tissue and the outer 
layer named the trophoblast 
specializing to become the 
fluid sac of the placenta. The 
mass of cells begins pulling 
nutrients and oxygen from the 
mother and the rate of replica-
tion accelerates.

For the first few weeks the 
developing fetus expresses the 
common ancestry we have to 
all life on Earth. At about five 
weeks, embryos resemble a 
tadpole with a larger develop-
ing head and spine extending 
down to a tale. The embryo 
is now 10,0000 times bigger 
than the egg it started from but 

is still only about quarter inch 
long. This is about when the 
mother normally first realizes 
she is pregnant. 

The fetus has a developing 
heart, which begins to beat at 
about three weeks in the core. 
As it begins pumping blood 
the white blood cells dissolve 
the tail extension and leave a 
developing spine. 

The bulbous head area 
grows rapidly with developing 
nerve tissues. The child’s brain 
is dependent on three factors: 
60 percent of the develop-
ment is determined by genes, 
10 percent by the diet of the 
mother and 30 percent by the 
environment inside the uterus. 
By week four the three 

Candy is dandy and liquor is quicker but science explains it all

TERRY
SULLIVAN
ARMCHAIR
SCIENCE

See REYNOLDS, Page 9B

See SULLIVAN, Page 9B

Book that flight, find a 
gorgeous vacation rental 
and kiss those icy winds 
goodbye

Special to The Prairie Press

There are many ways to explore the Napa Valley, including Segway Napa. The 
company offers a unique fun way to glide through the history and vineyards 
of Napa Valley. The family member tour glides have a passion for the history 
and land in this beautiful wine country. 

Special to The Prairie Press

If the beach isn’t appealing, why not visit Savannah or Charleston to get away 
from the snow and cold? This time of year is perfect to visit with tempera-
tures flirting with the 70s and sometimes 80s, no humidity and fresh seafood 
awaiting.

Special to The Prairie Press

Napa Valley in California offers stunning scenery, historical signficance and a quick drink after exploring both.
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TOPS IL. 1563 met Thurs-
day, Feb. 7, with 18 members 
weighing in and 15 members 
attending the meeting.  

Club members recognized 
were: Brenda Porter, TOPS 
best loser; and Barb Dick, 
KOPs best loser; Sally De-
Long, best walker; Coralie 
Smittkamp won the walking 
drawing; and Brenda Porter 
won the free dues drawing.  

Members walked a total of 
14 miles.

Terri Cheatham gave the 
program on attitude.  

TOPS IL. 1563 meets ev-
ery Thursday at the Highland 
Manor Community Room, 
Paris, with weigh-ins begin-
ning at 6 a.m. and the meeting 
starting at 9 a.m. Visitors and 
new members are always wel-

come and more information is 
available by calling 251-5190.

TOPS IL. 2318 met Tues-
day, Feb. 12, with 15 members 
weighing in and 15 members 
attending the meeting. 

Club members recognized 
were: Jayne Peters, TOPS 
weekly loser; Carmen Minge, 
KOPS weekly loser; Marion 
Pate, KOPS drawing winner; 
Sharon Phillips, top walker; 
and Patty Felgenhauer, top ex-
erciser.

Felgenhauer gave a program 
about growing a healthy gar-
den.

TOPS IL. 2318 meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Presbyterian Church. Weigh 
in is 5:45-6:50 p.m., and the 
meeting starts at 7 p.m. More 
information is available by call-
ing 217-808-0078 or 217-822-
6300.

TOPS chapters convene

Lau-Chapman wedding

Valerie Lau and Devyn 
Chapman were united in 
marriage Saturday, Feb. 9, 
at the Paris Presbyterian 
Church, with the Rev. Karol 
Farris officiating.

The bride is the daughter 
of Brian and Andrea Lau of 
Paris. She is a 2017 graduate 
of Lake Land College and 
works as a dental hygienist at 
Main Street Family Dentist-
ry,  Plainfield, Ind.

The groom is the son of 
Chris and Wendy Chapman 
of Key West, Fla., formerly of 
Paris. He is a 2017 graduate 
of Eastern Illinois University 

SHARE YOUR MILESTONE: Submit news of your anniversary, 
engagement, wedding or birth for free: email nzeman@prairiepress.
net or mail The Prairie Press, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944. 
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FROM PAGE 1B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

CHARLESTON — East-
ern Illinois University has 
named Austin Cheney, as dean 
of its newly realigned Lump-
kin College of Business and 
Technology. His new position 
begins July 1, when he trans-
fers roles from his current posi-
tion as chair of EIU’s School of 
Technology and associate dean 
of Lumpkin College.

“I am humbled, honored, 
and excited to have been 
selected as the dean of the 
Lumpkin College of Business 
and Technology,” Cheney 
said. “Due to its outstanding 
faculty, staff, students and al-
ums, and through wonderful 
business and industry part-
nerships, Lumpkin College 
has a stellar reputation for its 
programmatic offerings and 
for producing successful and 
motivated graduates ready for 
employment and advanced 
studies. The leadership at EIU 
and within Lumpkin College 
has put us in a fantastic posi-
tion to continue to confident-
ly respond to globally evolv-
ing workforce needs, and to 
contribute to the economic 
growth and entrepreneurial 

enterprise across the Mid-
west.”

“Austin understands the 
mission of the college and 
has a rich history at EIU with 
demonstrated successes in the 
School of Technology,” said 
Jay Gatrell, Eastern’s provost 
and vice president of academ-
ic affairs. “As a graduate of 
EIU’s M.B.A. program, Austin 
is a student-centered leader 
who understands EIU’s robust 
commitment to every learner. 
He has a passion for the col-
lege’s outstanding programs, 
he is committed to continued 
academic excellence and he is 
dedicated to exploring ways 
in which the schools within 
the college can innovate, col-
laborative and thrive. I look 
forward to his ongoing contri-
butions in this new role.”

Cheney brings a surplus of 
academic and applied knowl-
edge to the Lumpkin College 
of Business and Technology 
dean’s position, shaped by a 
wealth of experiences in high-
er education, manufacturing 
and industry.

Cheney was appointed 
chair of the School of Tech-
nology at EIU in 2013, where 
he coordinated the univer-

sity’s undergraduate degree 
programs in applied engineer-
ing and technology, career and 
technical education, comput-
er and information technolo-
gy and organizational devel-
opment. He also assisted in 
creating the university’s mas-
ter’s degrees in cybersecurity, 
talent development and tech-
nology, as well as the multi-
disciplinary master’s degree in 
sustainable energy degree and 
EIU’s Center for Clean Ener-
gy Research and Education 
(CENCERE).

Prior to joining EIU, 
Cheney served as dean of the 
School of Management and 
Engineering Technology at 
Alfred State College in New 
York where he oversaw six 
departments and led budget, 
strategic and operational plan-
ning and assessment for the 
school. He also served Middle 
Tennessee State University as 
the founding director of its in-
ternationally recognized Con-
crete Industry Management 
program and expanded it to 
three new institutions: Arizo-
na State University, the New 
Jersey Institute of Technology 
and California State Universi-
ty at Chico. In addition to his 

administrative duties, he has 
lectured abroad at Tongji Uni-
versity in Shanghai, and spent 
five years as coordinator of 
the Mechanical Engineering 
Technologies at Rhodes State 
College (Ohio) from 1993-
98, where he also received the 
college’s 1995 Distinguished 
Teaching Award.

 Cheney earned bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees in me-
chanical engineering from the 
University of Dayton before 
earning an M.B.A. from East-
ern Illinois University (2016) 
and a Ph.D. in Management of 
Technology from Vanderbilt 
University in Nashville.  He is 
a registered professional engi-
neer in the State of Ohio, a cer-
tified manufacturing engineer, 
and holds numerous concrete 
industry certifications. He is 
a past chair of both Region 7 
and Lima Chapter #97 of the 
Society of Manufacturing En-
gineers in Ohio, served on the 
Marketing/Promotion and 
Education committees of the 
National Ready Mixed Con-
crete Association, and was a 
member of the American So-
ciety of Engineering Educa-
tion Engineering Technology 
Council’s Board of Directors.

EIU names new dean of Lumpkin

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

TUSCOLA – The Douglas 
County Museum hosted the 
64th annual Stephen A. Doug-
las Chapter, DAR/SAR (Na-
tional Society of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution/
Sons of the American Revo-
lution) Good Citizens’ Lun-
cheon Feb. 9.  Approximately 
40 people attended the event 
including the awardees, par-
ents, DAR members and 
guests.  

 Martha Burris gave the wel-
come and Vice Regent Sara 
Tondini gave the invocation.  
Charlotte Wax, Flag Chairman 
and past Regent led the Pledge 
to the American flag and Are-
ta Joines, Treasurer and past 
Regent led the group in the 
American’s Creed.

 Burris introduced and pre-
sented the DAR awards to: Bri-
anna Bange, Shiloh; JD Barrett, 
Tuscola; and Ashley Fulk, Villa 

Grove. Arcola senior Alayna 
Johns and ALAH senior Mak-
enna Green were unable to 
attend. 

Each of the DAR Good Cit-
izens has an opportunity to 
write an essay in a monetary 
competition at the national 
DAR level. Barrett from Tusco-
la was the chapter’s essay win-
ner. He was awarded a mone-
tary gift from the Stephen A. 
Douglas Chapter and received 
an American flag flown over 
the U.S. Capitol.  His essay ad-
vanced for additional judging.

Jan Meyer of the Piankeshaw 
Chapter SAR, presented the 
SAR awards to: Taylor Powell, 
ALAH; Logan Richardson, 
Shiloh; Ashton Smith, Tusco-
la; and Tristan Harrison,Villa 
Grove. Arcola Senior, Myles 
Roberts was unable to attend.

 Kate Watson, Douglas 
County States Attorney, was 
the main speaker and discussed 
what makes a good citizen.

DAR good citizens honored

From the time you leave the hospital with your new baby, to the 

time you send them off to college, our family practice providers 

are here for you and your children. We know how important it 

is to make the most of your children’s health; whether it’s well 

child checks, vaccinations, or help with the bumps and bruises 

along the way, Horizon Health is here for you. Spend more time 

having adventures with your children, and less time worrying 

about their health. 

Pediatrics at Horizon Health 

Make an appointment for your child today. Call 217-463-1946.

MYHORIZONHEALTH.ORG

MORE ADVENTURES (LESS WORRY)

                                          Thanks to all my friends,     
                                    family and former students   
                               who helped me celebrate my     
                           85th Birthday. I truly enjoyed   

                  our time together. Thanks also 
to those of you who sent cards and gifts 
as well as those who helped prepare for 
and serve at the event. A special thank 
you goes to the anonymous person who 
gifted the lovely flower arrangements. 

Thanks to the First Christian Church for 
providing the venue for my celebration. 

I feel so blessed.
Marge Houghland

 

1218 N. Main Street • Paris, IL • 217.466.1610
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Hidden Garden
 Tea Room  

  Antiques&

Antiques Store  Hours
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Specials
Wed 02/20:
Chicken & 
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potatoes, green 

beans & roll

Fri 02/22:
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garden salad,
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Thur 02/21:
Sloppy Joe 
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parmesan potato 
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or garden salad
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Always
Homemade!

Not advertising is like  
blowing kisses in the dark. 

You know what you’re doing,  
but no one else does!

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216

the sun.

VISIT THE SOUTH 
It won’t be hot but Savannah 

and Charleston this time of 
year are delightful. Charleston 
is pricier than Savannah, but 
each can provide a restful re-
spite with plenty of things to 

do and tours to enjoy.
There’s nothing better than 

to sit on River Street in Savan-
nah and watch the container 
ships sail past while enjoying 
fresh shrimp, oysters and sea-
food. And those particularly 
ready for a party, the Savan-
nah St. Patrick’s Day parade is 
the second largest in the U.S. 
It’s one of the biggest parties 
around.

MILESTONES

and works as a data analyst 
for the Department of De-
fense at Lawrence, Ind.

The maid of honor was 
Haley Gates, friend of the 
bride. The best man was 
Carter Chapman, brother 
of the groom. The brides-
maids were Briana Burch 
and Jocee Sackett. The 
groomsmen were Everett 
Lau and Gunnar Coble.

Following a reception 
at the Tingley Reception 
Center, the couple left for 
their honeymoon in Maui, 
Hawaii. They live in Avon, 
Ind.

absent-minded stunt.  
“I reckon somebody saw 

it laying in the road,” he sur-
mised. “They probably drove 
away with it.  Good-bye to my 
$188.”

Two nights later I was 
chatting on the phone with 
my next-door neighbor, Bob 
Staley. Bob had discovered 
the packages in his front yard, 
next to the road, but had no 
idea who’d lost them.  He 
was considering placing an 
ad in the local newspaper. 
That night Jamey showed up 
to claim his lost treasure. He 
tried to reward Bob with a 

$20 bill.
Bob was an exemplary 

fellow, who insisted Jamey’s 
happiness was reward 
enough. Jamey, of course, was 
elated. Since Bob refused the 
money, Jamey sent a $20 gift 
certificate in the mail anony-
mously.  

We are all capable of dis-
playing stupidity. In Jamey’s 
case, he was in a bit of haste, 
couldn’t see well in the dark-
ness and committed a simple 
oversight.  Luckily, the finder 
was first-rate.

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright 
is a retired schoolteacher and 
storyteller. Contact him at The 
Prairie Press, 101 N. Main, 
Paris, Ill., 61944.)
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BY TOM EMERY
ilcivilwar@yahoo.com

The ninth governor of Il-
linois, Augustus French, was 
the first chief executive to be 
re-elected, though it was due to 
a technicality. In his six years in 
office, French, who was in Par-
is earlier in his life, performed 
competently through some key 
events in Illinois history.

French was born Aug. 2, 
1808, in New Hampshire and 
had lost both of his parents by 
age 19. He is believed to have 
raised his six siblings, keeping a 
promise made to his mother on 
her deathbed.  

His exact name is debated.  
State histories list him as Au-
gustus Chaplin French, though 
he was born with the first name 
of Aram.  He changed that to 
Augustus in 1827. His middle 
name is also variously spelled.   

Described as medium height 
and sandy complexion, French 
subsequently read law, was ad-
mitted to the bar in 1831 and 
came west. 

By 1832, he was teaching 
school in Albion, and the fol-
lowing year, moved to Paris, 
in Edgar County.  French was 
later elected circuit attorney of 
the Wabash River District.

The politically active French 
was elected to the Illinois 
House as a Democrat in 1836, 
where he sat among some of 
the greats of state history.  That 
assembly included Abraham 
Lincoln, but French developed 
a close relationship with Lin-
coln’s future rival, Stephen A. 
Douglas.  The alliance helped 
advance French’s budding ca-
reer.  

In 1839, President Martin 
Van Buren appointed French 
receiver of the land office at 
Palestine, in Crawford County, 
where he continued his lucra-
tive law practice. 

Author Robert P. How-
ard reports that French was a 
member of a group of regula-
tors in Palestine, who enforced 
the laws by, “whipping and ex-
pelling a troublesome band of 
thieves and counterfeiters.” 

Elected governor in 1846, 
he continued the efforts of his 
predecessor, Thomas Ford, to 
manage the state’s debt crisis 
from the early 1840s.  

His administration and the 
state sent six regiments into 
the Mexican-American War, 
and he helped revolutionize 
Illinois with the Illinois Cen-
tral Railroad, which eventually 
became the state’s pre-eminent 
line.      

French may have had a 
self-interest in the rail explo-
sion, as he was a land specula-
tor and stood to profit from the 
spike in land prices that came 
with nearby railroad construc-
tion.  

French also dealt with nag-
ging lawlessness in Massac and 
Pope counties in southern Illi-
nois, promoted improvements 
in common schools and called 
for a state institution for the 
mentally disabled, which was 
built in Jacksonville in 1849. 

Though French’s six years 
in office were devoid of major 
scandal, it is noted he had a 
penchant for tall tales and was a 
notorious penny-pincher.

French retired and was ap-
pointed state bank commis-
sioner.  He settled in Lebanon, 
where he taught law at McK-
endree College and served on 
the school’s board of trustees. 
He died on Sept. 4, 1864 and 
is buried in College Hill Cem-
etery, near the McKendree 
campus.  Today, the Governor 
French Academy, a private 
K-12 prep school in Belleville, 
honors his memory.

BY ROGER STANLEY
rstanley1937@hotmail.com

(Editor’s Note: much of the informa-
tion for this story was gleaned from a 17-
page pamphlet written by nurse Edythe 
Zimmerly Stephens. The pamphlet is ti-
tled “A History of Edgar County, Illinois 
Hospitals: Those Who So Faithfully Lived 
and Worked here 1830-1972 From a 
Nurse’s Point of View.”) 

One of Edgar County’s first doctors 
was a man named Ferris, who was in 
practice here in 1830. Other early phy-
sicians were Widner and Huff. 

Back in those days the best medicine 
was considered to be the doctor himself 
as the confidence the people had in that 
person was more reliable than some 
of his treatments or medicines. These 
early doctors were old school and still 
used bleeding, purgatives and quinine 
to treat patients.

Antibiotics did not exist in those 
times and some of the major illnesses 
frontier doctors encountered were ma-
laria, diphtheria and smallpox. Surgery 
was possible but it was often a last resort 
since many people who endured it were 
expected to die rather than recover.

The Edgar County Medical Society 
formed Dec. 1, 1890, with physicians 
C. S. Laughlin, W. H. Ten Broeck and 
T. C. McCord on the board. In April 
1904, a group of citizens met to pro-
pose a non-sectarian hospital. The ef-
fort was led by Judge A. J. Hunter and 
the idea was supported by physicians 
H. McKennan, F. T. O’Hair, R. M. Link 
and C. S. Laughlin. 

It wasn’t until 1915 that a really ad-
equate hospital was built, but in the 
meantime there were several small hos-
pitals that opened to serve the public. 

The Benedictine Sisters opened St. 
Joseph’s Hospital in November 1904 
in a three-story structure capable of 
handling 20 patients. This facility was 
short lived. The building sold in March 
1906 because of insolvency and later 
became the Iron Lantern Hotel. Much 

later it was the location for Joe Moore’s 
gas station. 

A two-room facility in 1905 was 
known as the pest house, and the only 
information available was that John 
Shultz was taken there for smallpox.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
www.history.com

With the wings of his plane 
on fire and smoke pouring into 
the cockpit, future President 
George H.W. Bush parachuted 
into the Pacific Ocean, where 
he floated for hours on a life 
raft, vomiting uncontrollably 
and bleeding profusely from 
his forehead. 

Still, Bush could count him-
self among the lucky ones. 

Rescued from the water by 
a U.S. submarine, he managed 
to avoid the grisly fate suffered 
by so many airmen during 
World War II, including his 
two crewmates, who both 
died in the attack. Soldiers 
who fought in World War II, 
the deadliest conflict in histo-
ry, performed any number of 
risky jobs. Of these, few, if any, 
were as perilous as flying in an 
airplane. 

“It’s a very dangerous en-
vironment even without the 
combat,” says Jeremy Kinney, 
World War II curator at the 
Smithsonian National Air and 
Space Museum. He points 
out that, without the pressur-
ized cabins of today’s aircraft, 
airmen had to wear oxygen 
masks and worry about stay-
ing warm.

Richard Overy, author 
of numerous World War II 
books, including “The Bomb-
ers and the Bombed: Allied 
Air War Over Europe, 1940-
1945,” adds that technical 
problems were, “common on 
aircraft  mass-produced and 
not always properly checked,” 
and that inclement weather 
and pilot error likewise caused 
plenty of accidents.

Thousands of U.S. war-
planes never even made it to 
the front, crashing instead 

during training or en route 
to combat. Bush himself 
crash-landed during a prac-
tice bombing run in Virginia, 
emerging unscathed despite 
totaling his plane. Later on, 
Bush witnessed a fellow pilot 
panic and smash right into an 

aircraft carrier’s landing crew, 
showcasing how pilot stress 
and fear could turn deadly, 
even in a non-combat situa-
tion.

The fighting, of course, also 
took a harsh toll on airmen, 
who confronted anti-aircraft 

fire from below and fire from 
enemy planes in the sky, 
with only a razor-thin hull 
to protect them. Being shot 
at in an airplane could be so 
nerve-racking, in fact, that 
one British paratrooper spoke 
of how on D-Day he couldn’t 
wait to jump out, behind ene-
my lines, where, “we knew we 
would be safer.”

Overall, about 100,000 U.S. 
airmen died in World War II, 
representing nearly one-quar-
ter of total U.S. fatalities. The 
material costs of maintaining 
an air force were likewise as-
tronomical, with the United 
States losing almost 100,000 
of its 300,000 planes produced 
during the conflict.

George Bush was nearly one 
of these casualties. Enlisting 
in the Navy’s flight training 
program fresh out of high 

Which is more import-
ant the spoken word or 
the written word? Down 
through 
the annals 
of history 
I believe 
the written 
word car-
ries more 
weight. 

An 
example is 
Lincoln’s 
Gettys-
burg 
address. No one alive now 
can tell us they heard what 
he said, but historians have 
uncovered his writing and 
that information can be 
passed on. It may or may 
not be imprinted on the 
back of an envelope that he 
wrote the 272-word famous 
address, but it was written 
down and preserved for all 
to read. 

In fact, Lincoln wrote 
the address five different 
times for different reasons. 
The final version he used 
was put in the hands of his 
personal secretary John Hay 
and another copy was given 
to the other speaker at the 
Gettysburg dedication. That 
left two other copies for use 
by the Army to inspire the 
soldiers who fought for the 
Union. So many of them 
were not at the dedication 
to actually hear him, but 
those copies got the word 
out to inspire the troops. 

Down through the 
years that message has 
lifted the hearts of many 
people, while telling of the 
tremendous battle that was 
fought to uphold the Union. 
Lincoln wrote, “That these 
dead shall not have died in 
vain that this nation, under 
God, shall have a new birth 
of freedom and that govern-
ment of the people, by the 
people, for the people, shall 
not perish from the earth.” 

There is no mistaking 
what he wrote and any lit-
erate person can read it and 
not turn the words around 
to what someone said he 

Speaking 
versus 
writing for 
long term 
results

ROGER
STANLEY
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THE PRAIRIE
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from Paris 

Bush’s dangerous flights

Roger Stanley/The Prairie Press

The original Paris Hospital on Crawford Street was founded in 1915.

World War II pilots were shot down at an alarming rate � including  former president George H. W. Bush

See MEDICINE, Page 4B

Special to The Prairie Press

Physician and surgeon Roland Hazen, left, started the former Paris Hospital in 
1915, and he is shown here with fellow physician F.M. Link.

Special to The Prairie Press

U.S. Navy pilot George Bush sits in the cockpit of his torpedo 
bomber “Barbara III,” named after his girlfriend and future 
wife, Barbara Pierce. Ca. 1943-1945. 
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We’re in it for the long haul.
For nearly 15 years, EDP Renewables 

has been a trusted producer of 
wind power in Illinois, investing more than 

$1.7 billion across our five projects and 
supporting more than 60 permanent jobs.
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school, he then flew 58 
combat missions in the 
Pacific, first seeing action in 
May 1944 at the head of a 
three-man Avenger torpedo 
bomber. “He was the leader,” 
Kinney says, “responsible 
for making the team operate 
efficiently.”

Bush and his crew first ran 
into trouble that June, when 
anti-aircraft fire forced them 
to make an emergency water 
landing. (A U.S. destroyer 
rescued them minutes after 
the crash.) 

Then, on Sept. 2, 1944, he 
was again hit by anti-aircraft 
fire during a bombing run 
on the Japanese island of 
Chichi Jima. “Suddenly 
there was a jolt,” Bush wrote 
later, “as if a massive fist had 
crunched into the belly of 

 U.S. Navy/Special to The Prairie Press 

George H.W. Bush is pulled from the Pacific Ocean after being 
shot down in 1944. 
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The idea of having a hospi-
tal was new for a time period 
when most people waited until 
their ailments were so severe 
many could not be saved when 
finally seeking treatment. This 
first hospital resonated with 
those who understood early 
treatment resulted in a better 

chance of recovery. 
In 1906, George Fuller 

opened a medical and surgical 
practice at 507 South Central 
Street. Four years later he sold 
his hospital and home to physi-
cian Roland Hazen from New 
York. 

Hazen had his office in the 
living room and the staff con-
sisted of one registered nurse 
and student nurses. The mem-

oirs of a nurse who worked 
there in 1915 provide a unique 
glance into medical training 
and hospital care of the time. 

There were three trainee 
nurses and a registered nurse, 
who served as chief of staff. 
Nurses did not work in shifts 
with dedicated night nurses. 
Instead trainees slept in the pa-
tient rooms and were respon-
sible for the needs of the pa-
tients under their care during 
the night. When a patient died 
they turned over the mattress 
and the nurse had a bed to 
sleep in. 

A single closet was available 
where the three trainee nurses 
kept their clothing and belong-
ings. The head nurse occupied 
a small room on the first floor, 
but when that was needed for 
a patient she had to vacate for 
whatever sleeping spot she 
might find.

Hazen’s office had a fireplace 
and some evenings the nurses 
enjoyed downtime by pop-
ping corn over the coals. If his 
office was needed for a patient, 
two beds were moved in, one 
for the patient and one for the 
nurse. 

April 1, 1915, Hazen and his 
wife bought land on Crawford 
Street from Charles E. Shaw 
Jr. and a new building with 
a capacity of 25 patients was 
erected. 

Agnes Tolen Morrison was 
one of three nurses that gradu-
ated in 1917 after coming to the 
hospital with six other student 
nurses. Nellie Adkins an R.N. 
during 1919 said the motto of 
Paris Hospital was The Patient 
First. In that time period, head 
nurse Faith Collins provided 
constant vigilance to ensure 
patients received the best qual-
ity care possible from the Paris 
Hospital nurses. The nurses 
gave from four to six complete 
baths every day and kept the 
rooms immaculate without the 
help of a maid or aide. 

One of the most distasteful 
jobs for the nurses was tak-
ing the dirty laundry out of 
the clothes chute on Monday 
that was left there from Sat-
urday. Another challenging 
job was taking bedpans the 
length of the hall to the duty 
room, especially when people 
were waiting in the hall. Many 
times relatives of the patients 
slept with them and a cot was 
brought into the room for 
those visitors. 

Surgical patients in those 
years were lucky to survive and 
after an operation they were 
kept flat on their back for 10 
days. Patients usually had nau-
sea for three or four days and 
were not allowed any water 
until their entire system was 
purged with nasty stuff. The 

nurses were always on the look-
out for projectile vomiting by 
the patients and after all those 
trials, many times the patient 
died. 

The doctor and nurse fre-
quently traversed muddy, 
country roads that kept the 
patient from being moved to 
the hospital and surgery was 
performed in rural homes. 
The family had to completely 
clean the patient’s room and 
that person was laid on a fold-
ing operating table. Supplies 
and equipment were left in the 

home for recovery. If it was se-
vere case, a nurse was stationed 
in the home.

The doctors and nurses did 
marvelous work considering 
they had no modern equip-
ment for diagnosis except for 
the X-ray machine, but times 
were bound to change as the 
need for good hospital care 
became more apparent even in 
1920. 

More about the patients and 
their care giving miracle work-
ers is in the next phase of the 
story. 

Special to The Prairie Press

Edith Zimmerly Stephens was a nurse who authored a history of 
Edgar County hospitals

the plane. Smoke poured 
into the cockpit, and I could 
see flames rippling across the 
crease of the wing, edging 
toward the fuel tanks.”

Bush dropped his four 
500-pound bombs on the 
target, a radio facility, and 
subsequently bailed out 
over the ocean, though not 
before bonking his head on 
the plane’s tail and ripping 

part of his parachute. His 
travails continued once in the 
waves, as jellyfish stings and 
swallowing too much seawater 
rendered him nauseous. 
Nonetheless, he managed to 
swim to a life raft and remain 
afloat until a U.S. submarine 
eventually rescued him.

During this time, U.S. 
fighter planes drove off some 
Japanese boats that pursued 

him, thus saving him from 
the gruesome torture suffered 
by other American captives 
on Chichi Jima. His two 
crewmates, however, weren’t 
so lucky. (One’s parachute 
apparently failed to open and 
the other never made it out of 
the plane.)

Historians agree that airmen 
like Bush — not to mention 
actors Jimmy Stewart and 
Clark Gable, future U.S. senator 
and presidential candidate 
George McGovern, and New 
York Yankees infielder Jerry 
Coleman, plus hundreds of 
thousands of non-famous 
participants — played a vital 
role in winning the war. 

“Despite the high loss rates, 
air power was critical,” Overy 
says, “particularly aircraft 
engaged in … operations [to 
destroy] the enemy’s airpower 
or in tactical support of 
operations on the ground or 
the sea.”

said. It is there in black and 
white and if the speech was 
only heard, there may have 
been many words left out or 
misunderstood when mem-
bers of the audience tried to 
recall it. I thank the heavens it 
was written down and is cher-
ished as a great document. 

In a speech, the person 
can speak using all kinds of 
dynamic effects or they can 
drum on and on in sleepy 
monotone, which no one cares 
to hear. They can speak louder 
if needed especially when 
there is no microphone. 

The speaker can feed off 
the crowd or group and know 
by the shaking of heads if the 
audience understands, or if 
they don’t. A piece of paper 
can’t do that by maneuvering 
the voice and pausing for effect 

or go faster or slower. It just 
plods along however the reader 
takes it in. 

In this case, the reader has 
to look for written words that 
are dynamic or funny or just 
so much blah. A lot of times 
the words are there to explain 
how to solve a problem, but 
the reader may disagree and 
think it is just a bit of bunk. 
Luckily, the words we hear 
coming out of the squawk box 
of a television or radio can 
be turned off if the listener 
wants to, or he can turn it 
louder to make sure he hears 
the conversation. Of course, a 
person could turn it louder to 
aggravate other listeners. 

If we get back to just talking 
to some one, the listener can 
turn off the speaker by just 
letting his mind go some-
where else. Then there is no 
need to speak at all. When 
that becomes a two-person 

turn on both sides they both 
can feel good about what they 
thought the other said or bad 
about what the other said, 
take your pick. 

I guess that may be de-
termined the way one read 
the other by observing body 
language. A red-faced, scowl-
ing person should be handled 
carefully and a laughing face 
should be enjoyed unless you 
just stepped in something. 

The written word should be 
used for long-term effects and 
the spoken word, unless it can 
be handed down very accu-
rately, should be used short 
term. I guess the best is to be 
like Lincoln – write eloquent-
ly and speak forcefully in a 
way that can’t be forgotten. 

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong 
resident of Edgar County, an 
author and retired farmer. 
Email him at rstanley1937@
hotmail.com.) 

STANLEY
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  LEXINGTON, S.C. (RNS) — The 
Rev. Jeff Kersey looks out over his mas-
sive church complex — 70 acres in all — 
and calls it The Promised Land.

Every Friday morning, the senior pas-
tor of South Carolina’s largest United 
Methodist church walks the property 
with a group of men to pray over Mt. 
Horeb, its leaders, its message and its 
people.

Those prayers could soon put Kersey 
and his church — a thriving congrega-
tion with a $5 million annual budget — 
at odds with the nation’s second-largest 
Protestant denomination.

  Later this month in St. Louis, a spe-
cial session of the United Methodist 
Church’s legislative assembly may vote 
on whether to drop language in its rule-
book that bars self-avowed practicing 
homosexuals from being ordained as 
ministers and forbids ministers from of-
ficiating at same-sex weddings.

If it does, Mt. Horeb, a conservative 
evangelical church in the heart of South 
Carolina, 17 miles from Columbia, the 
state capital, will likely cut the cord.

And the denomination, which claims 
7 million members in the U.S. and 12.5 
million worldwide, will lose one of its 
most flourishing churches.

Three years ago, Mt. Horeb built a $17 
million auditorium, replete with state-
of-the-art audiovisual capabilities and 
ringed with private prayer rooms where 
ushers offer one-on-one intercessions for 
those who need it.

The congregation finished 2018 with 
$2.4 million over budget. It has multiple 

ministries dedicated to reducing pov-
erty in the town of Lexington. And last 
month, when it asked 500 members to 
sponsor a child in a developing country, 
700 signed up.

Among its members are former South 
Carolina Gov. and U.N. Ambassador 
Nikki Haley, who during her tenure as 
governor opposed gay marriage.

  “Our church is thriving and growing 
in incredible ways because we’re faith-
ful to Scripture and welcoming people 
and fulfilling the mission of God here,” 
Kersey said.

Mt. Horeb — the name refers to the 
mountain Moses descended from with 
the Ten Commandments — is one of 
many Methodist churches facing a mo-
mentous decision.

If the General Conference votes to 
allow individual churches to ordain and 
marry LGBT people — the so-called 
One Church Plan — more conservative 
churches will likely bolt. If the assembly 
votes to keep or strengthen the prohi-

bitions on ordination and marriage — 
the so-called Traditional Plan — liberal 
churches may back away.

Regardless of how the vote goes, 
churches on either side are ready to walk.

“I have publicly on many occasions 
said that both sides tend to underes-
timate the strength of the other,” said 
Bishop Mike Lowry of the Central Tex-
as Conference of the United Methodist 
Church in Fort Worth.

Many expect the conference to be a 
turning point in the history of the de-
nomination, founded in 1968 through 
the union of the Evangelical United 
Brethren Church and the Methodist 
Church.

Already, an organized conservative 
group is waiting in the wings. The Wes-
leyan Covenant Association is openly 
working to separate from the denomina-
tion if the rulebook is amended.

The group’s website describes 
the WCA as a landing place for 
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The Instagram-friendly, Jus-
tin Bieber-endorsed church, 
Hillsong, was thrust into the 
spotlight after Chris Pratt 
and Ellen Page publicly de-
bated the church’s stance on 
LGBTQ people.

Page criticized Pratt for at-
tending a Hillsong affiliate, 
Zoe Church, in Los Angeles, 
which she said is “infamously 
anti-LGBTQ.”

Page, an out lesbian and 
Oscar-nominee tweeted, “If 
you are a famous actor and 
you belong to an organization 
that hates a certain group of 
people, don’t be surprised if 
someone simply wonders why 
it’s not addressed.”

Pratt responded on Monday, 
posting an Instagram story say-
ing Page’s allegations, “could 
not be further from the truth.”

“I go to a church that opens 
their doors to absolutely ev-
eryone,” the “Guardians of the 
Galaxy” actor wrote.

The exchange raised ques-
tions about what the church 
that Pratt attends, known for at-
tracting celebrities like Bieber, 
Kevin Durant and Kendall and 
Kylie Jenner, actually stands for 
and how it came to be.

Founded in Australia in 
1983 by Brian and Bobbie 
Houston, the Evangelical 
church has since gone global. 

Its New York branch, led by 
pastor Carl Lentz, who has 
more than 600,000 Instagram 
followers, boasts a regular 
Sunday attendance of over 
6,000 people, according to 
the church’s own reports. The 
reports also claim more than 
100,000 people attend Hill-
song-affiliated services each 
week worldwide.

The church’s band, Hillsong 
United, is integrated directly 
into their services and is wild-
ly popular. Their biggest hit, 
“Oceans (Where Feet May 
Fail),” which sounds like a 
Christian version of The Lum-
ineers, currently has over 132 
million streams on Spotify.

Hillsong gained greater 
awareness after Justin Bieber 
joined. The Canadian pop 
star’s relationship with Lentz 
has been closely followed by 
paparazzi and entertainment 
websites. In the summer of 
2017, Bieber was often spot-
ted in Montclair, N.J., a New 
York City suburb with a large 
Hillsong chapter. Bieber re-
portedly visited to spend time 
with Lentz. In 2015, Lentz told 
GQ Bieber came to him asking 
to be baptized after a difficult 
night. The church usually rents 
out a Manhattan hotel pool 
for baptisms, he said, but that 
night Lentz ended up perform-
ing Bieber’s baptism in the ex-
tra-long bathtub in NBA player 

Tyson Chandler’s apartment.
Lentz is also becoming a 

celebrity in his own right. 
Sporting giant glasses, sleeve-
less tanks, leather jackets and 
an ever-growing social media 
following, Lentz has written 
a book, appeared on “The 
View” and is often dubbed 
the hot pastor. 

Lentz’s look is a big part of 
Hillsong’s appeal. The Wash-
ington Post called Hillsong, 
“the new face of hipster Chris-
tianity.” Hillsong’s audience, 
according to its own data, is 
largely comprised of young 
people — and its parishioners 
often live in cities.

Lea Ceasrine, a journalist 
from New York who former-
ly belonged to Hillsong, de-
scribes many of the church’s 
members as, “young people 
living in New York trying to 
figure themselves out.”

“The pastors would speak 
about how hard it is to live in 
New York,” Ceasrine said, ex-
plaining why young people 
were drawn to the church.

“It’s a really emotional ex-
perience, where a lot people 
are crying and hugging. It’s 
super intimate. If you’ve gone 
through things in your life 
and felt like you never had a 
space where you could turn 
to someone, it’s so easy to just 
fall into,” she added.

Randall Balmer, a religion 

professor at Dartmouth, said 
Ceasrine’s description of Hill-
song is a familiar one.

“Evangelicals have an un-
canny ability to tailor their 
message to particular audienc-
es,” he said. “They go where 
people are.”

Balmer said Evangelicals had 
circuit riders during frontier 
times, who followed pioneers 
and colonizers on horseback, 
and the church started to use 
TV in the post-War era to again 
reach their audience. Now, 
they use Instagram and Spotify.

“One of the characteristics 
of Evangelicals throughout 
American history is that they 
are extraordinarily nimble,” 
Balmer explained. “You don’t 
have creeds, you don’t have lit-
urgies or rituals, which allows 
Evangelicals to speak the idi-
om of the culture.”

Lentz’s self-presentation 
is characteristic of how Hill-
song preaches. You’ll be 
hard-pressed to find the word 
evangelical or even religion 
on the church’s materials. The 
seemingly hip and youth-driv-
en church, according to James 
Madison University professor 
of religion David Kirkpatrick, 
rejects labels—much like mil-
lennials themselves. At Hill-
song, faith is chiefly about a 
relationship to God. This, Kirk-
patrick told NBC News, falls in 
line with evangelical tradition.

“That idea that faith is some-
thing of the heart, not just an 
intellectual assent, is actually 
something quintessentially 
evangelical,” Kirkpatrick ex-
plained.

While Hillsong might feel 
new to those unfamiliar with 
evangelical history, Kirkpat-
rick warns people against see-
ing it as a total departure from 
the sect’s history. Hillsong 
employs, “a pretty classical 
evangelical way to talk about 
faith,” he said.

This poses challenges for a 
church with largely young fol-
lowers, often in big urban cen-
ters, like New York and L.A, 
associated with progressivism.

Page calling out Pratt for at-
tending the church thrust its 
politics center stage — poli-
tics that aren’t neatly catego-
rizable. Hillsong is pro-life, 
but Lentz has also spoken out 
against Trump and shown his 
support of Black Lives Matter. 
Hillsong’s relationship to the 
LGBTQ community is also 
a bit more complicated than 
Pratt made it out to be.

In a 2015 blog post, Brian 
Houston, founder and senior 
pastor at the church, wrote, 
“Hillsong Church welcomes 
ALL people but does not af-
firm all lifestyles. Put clearly, 
we do not affirm a gay lifestyle 
and because of this we do not 
knowingly have actively gay 

people in positions of leader-
ship, either paid or unpaid.”

Houston said he knows this 
position, “is upsetting to peo-
ple on both sides of this dis-
cussion,” which Balmer says is 
characteristic of the church’s 
politics more generally and not 
terribly unusual for evangelical 
churches.

“They’ve made an almost 
strategic or tactical decision 
to weave a middle ground, to 
appear to be progressive on 
some issues but to hold the line 
on other issues,” Balmer said. 
“They aren’t moving the nee-
dle, they’re threading it.”

Hillsong discourages pre-
marital sex, which Justin Bie-
ber cited in an interview pub-
lished in Vogue last week as 
one of the reasons he and his 
wife, Hailey Bieber (née Bald-
win), got married.

For Ceasrine, Hillsong’s so-
cial conservatism was one of 
the reasons she left the church. 
Ceasrine said abstinence is 
heavily discussed in service 
and among the community, 
and many young people in 
the community get married in 
their early 20s.

On topics like gay rights and 
abortion, Ceasrine described 
the church as coy,s adding, “I 
don’t think those things were 
really spoken about.”

According to Balmer and 

Hillsong angles for Generation Y, Z 

Special to The Prairie Press

Mt. Horeb United Methodist Church in Lexington, S.C., will be considering its next moves after a special session of the United 
Methodist Church’s legislative assembly later this month. The thriving congregation is considering leaving the denomination.

It’s a jungle 
out there

As I prepare to begin 
this day I find myself in the 
small office I have setup for 

myself in 
my home. 
I find 
myself 
here in 
this little 
space 
most 
morn-
ings, 
because 
for me, 

this is a place of quiet and 
peace in an often noisy and 
chaotic world. I know that 
very soon, things are going 
to change; it is going to get 
crazy busy, but right now I 
am at peace.

I am sure that for most 
of you, the day is also going 
to get crazy. So much to do, 
and so little time.  The kids 
need to get to school, you 
struggle to find time to get 
ready and get to work, the 
texts are about to begin and 
then it is going to get busy. 
You have tried to prepare, 
but no matter how much 
you think that you are ready, 
you are not. This reminds 
me of an old episode of “I 
Love Lucy.”

This episode illustrates 
the chaos that enters our 
lives every day. Ricky, Fred, 
and Ethel were rehearsing 
what to do when the time 
comes to bring Lucy to the 
hospital. Ethel telephones 
the hospital, Fred calls a 
taxi and Ricky picks up 
Lucy’s luggage and escorts 
her to the taxi. After several 
practices, they were content 
they could do it smoothly 
and efficiently. 

When Lucy entered the 
living room and announced 
it was time to go all the 
practice went out the win-
dow. There was pandemo-
nium and utter chaos. They 
all ran for the phone. Then 
they all ran for the door. 
Then Ricky came back 
and grabbed the luggage. 
Out the door they went, 
leaving Lucy still standing 
in the center of the living 
room, wondering what was 
happening.

All the preparation and 
practice were of little help. 
When the pandemonium 
and chaos begin the peace 
and quiet often leave and 
panic sets in.  

We long for the peace we 
had first thing in the morn-
ing. We long for our little 
room with no distractions 

Hockey 
with bishop 
will benefit 
Catholic 
Charities
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Bishop Thomas John 
Paprocki of the Diocese of 
Springfield in Illinois, also 
known as the Holy Goalie, 
will host his ninth annual 
Hockey with Bishop Pap-
rocki, an exhibition hockey 
game to benefit Catholic 
Charities Legal Services, 
which provides free legal 
assistance in civil matters 
to those with little to no 
income in 28 counties in 
Central Illinois. 

Joining Paprocki for the 7 
p.m. game on Feb. 20 at the 
Nelson Center in Spring-
field is Chicago Blackhawk 
great, Grant “Granny” Mul-
vey, who holds the Black-
hawk’s record for most 
goals in a game (5) and is 
tied for most goals scored 
in a single period (4). 

Tickets are $7 for adults 
and $5 for children ages 
5-13 and can be purchased 
online at cc.dio.org or at the 
door. Skates can be rented 
after the game so anyone 
can skate with the bishop.

“While the legal systems 
in our state and country 
offer equal protection for 
all people, there is hidden 
inequality for those with-
out means or access to 
professional legal services,” 
Bishop Paprocki said. “This 
creates a hardship for many 
people in our diocese, and 
the Catholic Charities Le-
gal Fund helps to close that 
gap. Our generous lawyers 
provide their expertise and 
services for free, while also 
restoring the dignity of 
each person that needs help 
through their compassion 
and selflessness.”

Last year, Catholic Char-
ities Legal Services closed 
142 cases. Catholic Char-
ities Legal Services works 
with Central Illinois attor-
neys to provide pro bono 
services for clients in areas 
such as adoption, bank-
ruptcy, child custody and 
support, debt elimination, 
employment, environ-
mental issues, family law, 
guardianship, immigration, 
landlord-tenant issues, real 
estate transactions, social 
security benefits, traffic ac-
cidents, wills and probate.

“As the cost of legal ser-
vices continues to increase, 
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Mt. Horeb looks outward
A flourishing United 
Methodist church 
considers leaving its 
denomination

Special to  The Prairie Press
The Mt. Horeb United Methodist Church multipurpose building consists of a new 
gymnasium and worship area with extensive audio-visual capabilities, classrooms 
for early childhood and elementary aged children, a fully functioning commercial 
kitchen, a bookstore and multiple prayer areas. The thriving congregation commit-
ted to the $16.4 million to the expansion and renovation.

The star-studded evangelical church that celebrities feud over employs old tricks to attract a new audience

See HILLSONG, Page 6B

See MT. HOREB, Page 6B

DECISION LOOMS FOR MEGACHURCH



6B |  SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2019    |  217-921-3216  |  prairiepress.netGRACE

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

CHRISMAN – The an-
nual revival at the Chrisman 
Christian Church starts at 6 
p.m. Sunday, Feb. 24, with Jeff 
Van Meter as the evangelist. 
He is the senior minister at 
the Boyd Christian Church, 
Boyd, Illinois.

Revival services continue 
through Wednesday, Feb. 27, 
with the weeknight worship 
starting at 7 p.m. After each 
evening’s service, a time of 
food and fellowship will be 

enjoyed in the fellowship hall. 
Before coming to Boyd 

Christian Church four years 
ago, Van Meter was in bi-vo-
cational ministry, serving as 
Minister of Scottville Chris-
tian Church in central Illinois 
while working full-time as a 
Financial Advisor with WSB 
Financial Services, Spring-
field.  

He was ordained as a min-
ister of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ by his home church, 
Riverton Christian Church, 
and he is pursuing a Masters 

of Spiritual Formation with 
Lincoln Christian University 
with an anticipated gradua-
tion date of August 2020.  

Van Meter holds a Bache-
lors of Business Administra-
tion from the University of 
Missouri-Columbia. He and 
his wife have been married 15 
years and have three children. 

Revival worship will be led 
by Hank Sanford of Cham-
paign. More information is 
available by calling 217-269-
3000. The church is located at 
217 North Illinois Street. 

HOCKEY
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Annual Chrisman revival approaches

TAIZÉ PRAYER GATHERING
Join the Sisters of Providence 
for song, quiet contemplation 
and inspired readings during 
the ecumenical Taizé Prayer 
gathering from 7-8 p.m. (EST), 
Tuesday, March 12, in the Church 
of the Immaculate Conception 
at Saint Mary-of-the-Woods, 
located 10 minutes northwest 
of downtown Terre Haute. 
Persons of all faith traditions 
are invited to the gatherings, 
which take place on the second 
Tuesday of each month. The 

2019 theme for Taizé is “Be 
Light.” The monthly Taizé service 
is free to attend. The hour-
long service includes prayer, 
beautiful music and a time 
for silence, spoken and silent 
prayers. The prayer is quiet and 
reflective, peaceful and joyful. 
The prayer space is lit primarily 
by candlelight. Remaining Taizé 
Prayer gathering dates for 2019 
include April 9, May 14, June 11, 
July 9, August 13, September 
10, October 8, November 12 
and December 10. For more 

information, call 812-535-2952 
or log on to Taize.ProvCenter.
org.

WILLIAMS OPEN HOUSE
A celebration of the Rev. Laurie 
Williams’ 15 years of ministry 
at Paris Presbyterian Church 
is 1:30-2:30 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 
24, with an open house at 
the church. She retired from 
ministerial duties Dec. 31. Cards 
and greetings may be sent to her 
in care of the church at 241 W. 
Court Street, Paris, Ill. 61944.

GRACE NOTES

low-income individuals face 
the dilemma of hiring legal 
counsel or meeting daily living 
needs,” said William Henry, 
Program Director for Cath-
olic Charities Legal Services. 
“Complicating these costs is 

that, in many cases, the need 
for legal counsel is to protect 
or preserve a vital individual 
or family need: keeping one’s 
children, keeping a home, pre-
serving part of the safety net. 
Without the assistance of this 
program, these individuals 
would have faced the daunting, 
and often times frightening, 

task of navigating the legal sys-
tem alone or against an adver-
sary who hired counsel.” 

The program was started by 
Paprocki, who is also a lawyer, 
in 2014. No one is denied ser-
vices based on age, creed, dis-
ability, familial status, gender, 
national origin, race, religion or 
sexual orientation.

MT. HOREB
FROM PAGE 5B

congregations that want to 
maintain an orthodox, Wesley-
an Christianity.

Some 1,500 United Meth-
odist churches — nearly all 
of them in the U.S. — have 
joined the WCA, including Mt. 
Horeb.

While that’s a fraction of the 
denomination’s 44,000 church-
es worldwide (31,867 in the 
U.S.), many more disaffected 
congregations may join once 
the special session concludes.

Members of the WCA say 
they value doctrine above 
denominational loyalty. And 
that doctrine, outlined in the 
denomination’s Book of Dis-
cipline, holds the, “practice of 
homosexuality is incompatible 
with Christian teaching.”

Holding fast to that doctrine 
is one reason Kersey thinks Mt. 
Horeb has been so successful: 
It has remained true to Scrip-
ture amid rapid societal change.

“I’m a believer that the 
church has to transform the 
culture, not the culture trans-

forming the church,” he said.
Kersey argues that a slide 

away from orthodox Christian 
tenets is one of the reasons for 
the decline of mainline denom-
inations — most prominently 
the United Methodist Church 
in the U.S.

 A 2012 study by Donald 
R. House found that while the 
United Methodist Church has 
suffered through decades of 
declining worship attendance, 
the rate of decline has increased 
markedly since 2002. By 2030, 
an estimated 30 percent of the 
denomination’s churches — or 
about 10,000 congregations — 
may close.

Mt. Horeb appears to be 
bucking that trend.

In November, with the 
blessing of his leadership team, 
Kersey sent out a congrega-
tion-wide letter explaining the 
various plans that will be up 
for a vote at the special session 
and declaring his support for 
the Traditional Plan, which 
would keep LGBT restrictions 
in place.

Out of a membership of 
close to 5,000 people, Kersey 

said he received three emails 
from people who said they dis-
agreed with him.

Martha Thompson, who 
chairs the church’s leadership 
team and is a delegate to the 
special session in St. Louis, said 
she welcomed the letter.

“This was new to a majority 
of our membership. So I was 
glad Jeff did it,” she said. “There 
were some who weren’t in fa-
vor. But the overwhelming ma-
jority of people I’ve spoken to 
were glad that he did it.”

Thompson cited the success 
of the monthlong Advent of-
fering after the letter was sent 
as proof of the congregation’s 
support. The church raised 
$313,000 for that one offer-
ing — more than many small 
Methodist churches’ entire 
yearly budget.

Both Thompson and Kersey 
said they don’t want to exclude 
anyone.

Kersey said he recogniz-
esthere are LGBT people at-
tending the church and said he 
sees them like he sees everyone 
else — as people of sacred 
worth.

PASTOR
FROM PAGE 5B

thinking we will find peace 
there.  

When life gets to be too 
much, and we need peace 
there is only one place to find 
it and that is in the one who 
created us, redeemed us and 
sustains us. In the gospel of 
John Chapter 16 verse 33 

Jesus tells us, “These things 
I have spoken to you, that 
in Me you may have peace. 
In the world you will have 
tribulation; but be of good 
cheer, I have overcome the 
World.”

If your world is a bit much 
today, if your plans aren’t 
working out you don’t need 
a special room to find peace. 
All you need is a room with 

God in it, and God is every-
where. Go to him and receive 
his peace.  The world may be 
a jungle, but he has already 
tamed it. 

God Bless
(The Rev. Joe Tomich is pas-

tor at Paris First United Meth-
odist Church. Email him at 
pjtomich@yahoo.com. Pastor’s 
Perspective is provided by the 
Paris Ministerial Fellowship.) 

HILLSONG
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Kirkpatrick, despite the 
glitz and the celebrity, Hill-
song in the end is just the 
latest iteration of evangeli-
calism.

Balmer compared the 
songs on Spotify to mega-
churches that will have ser-
vices with different genres 
of music to appeal to dif-
ferent audiences. “Mega-
church pastors will tell you 
that music is the key to 
finding their audience,” he 
said.

Kirkpatrick said the mu-
sic and social media also 
operate, “in a similar way 
that TV and radio did,” 
back when the church first 
starting to integrate me-
dia into their practice. The 
church’s Spotify and Ins-
tagram presence, he said, 
demonstrates how evangel-
icals, “are very successful at 
using new media to market 
old faith to a new genera-
tion.”

As reports show that 
church attendance among 
young people has fallen, 
Hillsong has managed to 
find a new audience of 
young people — and stars 
like Selena Gomez and 
Nick Jonas being spotted at 
the church only helps their 
cause.

Pastor 
makes 
dean’s list
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Clifford A. Gale II made 
the dean’s list at Lincoln 
University. He earned a spot 
on the list 
with a 4.0 
gpa.

Gale is 
maj o r i ng 
in biblical 
s t u d i e s 
while also 
serving as 
minister at the Pleasant Hill 
Christian Church of rural 
Kansas.

GALE
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About 25 million Americans 
who are aging in place rely on 
help from other people and 
devices such as canes, raised 
toilets or shower seats to per-
form essential daily activities, 
according to a new study doc-
umenting how older adults 
adapt to their changing physi-
cal abilities.

But a substantial number 
don’t get adequate assistance. 
Nearly 60 percent of seniors 
with seriously compromised 
mobility reported staying in-
side their homes or apartments 
instead of getting out of the 
house. Twenty-five percent 
said they often remained in 
bed. Of older adults who had 
significant difficulty putting 
on a shirt or pulling on under-
garments or pants, 20 percent 
went without getting dressed. 

Of those who required assis-
tance with toileting issues, 27.9 
percent had an accident or 
soiled themselves.

The study, by researchers 
from Johns Hopkins Universi-
ty, focuses on how older adults 
respond to changes in physical 
function — a little-studied 
and poorly understood topic. 
It shows that about one-third 
of older adults who live in the 
community — nearly 13 mil-
lion seniors — have a substan-
tial need for assistance with 
daily activities such as bathing, 
eating, getting dressed, using 
the toilet, transferring in and 
out of bed or moving around 
their homes; about one-third 
have relatively few needs; and 
another third get along well 
on their own with no notable 
difficulty.

For older adults and their 
families, the report is a remind-

er of the need to plan ahead for 
changing capacities.

“The reality is that most 
of us, as we age, will require 
help at one point or another,” 
said Bruce Chernof, president 
of the SCAN Foundation 
and chair of the 2013 federal 
Commission on Long-Term 
Care. Citing Medicare’s failure 
to cover so-called long-term 
services and supports, which 
help seniors age in place, he 
said, “We need to lean in much 
harder if we want to help se-
niors thrive at home as long as 
possible.” 

Previous reports have ex-
amined the need for paid or 
unpaid help in the older popu-
lation and the extent to which 
those needs go unmet. Nota-
bly, in 2017, the same group 
of Johns Hopkins researchers 
found that 42 percent of older 
adults with probable dementia 

or difficulty performing daily 
activities didn’t get assistance 
from family, friends or paid 
caregivers — an eye-opening 
figure. Of seniors with at least 
three chronic conditions and 
high needs, 21 percent lacked 
any kind of assistance.

But personal care isn’t all 
that’s needed to help older 
adults remain at home when 
strength, flexibility, muscle co-
ordination and other physical 
functions begin to deteriorate. 
Devices and home modifica-
tions can also help people ad-
just.

Until this new study, it hasn’t 
been clear how often older 
adults use assistive devices: 
canes, walkers, wheelchairs 
and scooters for people with 
difficulties walking; shower 
seats, tub seats and grab bars 
to help with bathing; button 
hooks, reachers, grabbers and 

specially designed clothes for 
people who have difficulty 
dressing; special utensils de-
signed to make eating easi-
er; and raised toilets or toilet 
seats, portable commodes and 
disposable pads or undergar-
ments for individuals with toi-
leting issues.

The data comes from a 
2015 survey conducted by the 
National Health and Aging 
Trends Study, a leading source 
of information about function-
ing and disability among adults 
65 and older. More than 7,000 
seniors filled out surveys in 
their homes and results were 
extrapolated to 38.8 million 
older Americans who live in 
the community. (Those who 
live in nursing homes, assisted 
living centers, continuing care 
retirement communities and 
other institutions were exclud-
ed.)

Among key findings: 60 
percent of the seniors sur-
veyed used at least one device, 
most commonly for bathing, 
toileting and moving around; 
20 percent used two or more 
devices; and 13 percent also 
received some kind of person-
al assistance. Five percent had 
difficulty with daily tasks but 
didn’t have help and hadn’t 
made other adjustments yet. 
One percent received help 
only.

Needs multiplied as people 
grew older, with 63 percent of 
those 85 and older using multi-
ple devices and getting person-
al assistance, compared with 
23 percent of those between 
ages 65 and 74.

The problem, experts note, 
is that Medicare doesn’t pay for 
most of these non-medical ser-
vices, with some exceptions. 

Seniors face unmet needs
Innability to afford assistance and devices leads to isolation, traditional Medicare unprepared for issues

See AGING, Page 8B

NEW SATELLITE CLINIC IS IN GOOD HANDS

Special to The Prairie Press

The staff of the new  EZ Care-Marshall sees patients on Friday, Saturday and Sundays at the clinic located at the intersection 
of State Route 1 and U.S. 40. Pictured, from left, are Carie Jansen, Carrie Cunningham, EZ Care manager; Lindsey Henson, unit 
secretary; and Mallory Cook.

EZ Care opens in Marshall
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

A new EZ Care walk-in clinic, a ser-
vice of Horizon Health, is now open 
in Marshall at Illinois Highway 1 and 
U.S. 40.

EZ Care–Marshall is located in the 
former Wellum chiropractic building 
at 1602 N. Illinois Highway 1 at the 
intersection of State Route 1 and U.S. 
40. Hours are from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m., 
Friday and 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday 
and Sunday. 

The clinic staff sees patients age 
three months and older on a first-
come, first-served basis.

“The community has been inter-
ested in us opening a clinic there for 
quite some time,” said Oliver Smith, 
Horizon Health president and CEO. 
“We’re very excited to be able to fulfill 
a need that exists in Marshall and the 
surrounding communities.” 

Like EZ Care in Paris, EZ Care–
Marshall treats minor, non-emergency 
health conditions such as ear, nose and 
throat infections, flu symptoms, pink 
eye, rashes, minor lacerations, simple 
fractures and burns. 

Some minor procedures may be 
performed. Lab samples can be taken 
onsite, though actual testing is per-
formed at the Paris Community Hos-

pital lab.
Primary providers at EZ Care–Mar-

shall are family nurse practitioners 
Charlene Moore and Mallory Cook, 
both of Marshall, along with addition-
al support staff. Moore and Cook have 
more than 15 years of combined nurs-
ing experience. Each has significant 
emergency department experience, 
including certification in advanced 
trauma life support.

“Their backgrounds in emergency 
medicine and trauma care is very im-
pressive and will be an added benefit 
to our patients,” said Carrie Cunning-
ham, EZ Care manager.

Mallory Cook earned her bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees in nursing at In-
diana State University. Her experience 
includes working as an emergency 
room nurse/nurse practitioner in 
Terre Haute. She became a nurse prac-
titioner in August 2017.

Charlene Moore earned her bache-
lor’s and master’s degrees in nursing at 
Indiana State University. She worked 
as a registered nurse in an intensive 
care unit and as a nurse practitioner 
in an emergency department in Terre 
Haute. She became a nurse practi-
tioner in December 2017.

To help meet the healthcare needs of 
patients in the Marshall area, Horizon 

Health plans to offer specialty services 
at EZ Care–Marshall in the future.

For more information about EZ 
Care–Marshall, visit MyHorizon-
Health.org/ezcare. 

For general inquiries, call 217-826-
3299. No appointments are taken or 
needed to receive care.

Special to The Prairie Press

EZ-Care-Marshall is located in the for-
mer Wellum Chiropractic offices at the 
intersection of State Route 1 and U.S. 
40. The walk-in clinic is open on Friday, 
Saturday and Sundays.

We’re often told to lower 
our cholesterol. There are 
even medications that 

can help 
do that, 
but what 
about 
being told 
to increase 
cholester-
ol? 

While 
high LDL 
cholesterol 
increases 
the risk 

of heart disease, HDL 
cholesterol helps protect 
against it. 

Cholesterol comes from 
two sources. The liver 
naturally makes all of the 
cholesterol a person needs. 
Dietary cholesterol comes 
from animal derived foods 
such as meat, poultry and 
full-fat dairy products. 
Cholesterol circulates in the 
blood. As the amount of 
blood cholesterol increases, 
so does the health risk.

According to the Amer-
ican Heart Association 
(AHA), cholesterol exists 
in two forms: high-den-
sity lipoprotein (HDL) 
cholesterol and low-density 
lipoprotein (LDL) choles-
terol. HDL cholesterol is 
considered good cholester-
ol because it helps prevent 
fatty buildup along the 
arteries. LDL cholesterol is 
known as bad cholesterol 
because it does the oppo-
site, building up on the 
walls of blood vessels.  

While having low LDL 
cholesterol can have a pos-
itive effect on heart health, 
having low levels of HDL 
cholesterol my have draw-
backs. Experts believe that 
HDL acts as a scavenger, 
carrying LDL cholesterol 
from the arteries back to 
the liver, where it is broken 
down and passed from the 
body. This may protect 
arteries from clogging and 
causing conditions like 
a heart attack or stroke. 
HDL cholesterol does 
not completely eliminate 
LDL cholesterol. Only 
one-third to one-fourth 

Can high 
cholesterol 
ever be 
healthy?

CHRISTINA
HOFFMAN
BEE 
WELL

See BEE WELL, Page 8B

Horizon 
Health offers 
healthcare 
scholarships
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS 

Horizon Health is offer-
ing $6,000 in scholarships 
to local students to further 
their education in the med-
ical field. Available scholar-
ships are as follows:

PCH VOLUNTEERS’ 
SCHOLARSHIPS

The Paris Community 
Hospital Volunteers are 
offering $3,000 in schol-
arships for the 2019-2020 
school year with a $1,000 
scholarship available to any 
Edgar County high school 
graduating senior; a $1,000 
scholarship available to any 
Horizon Health employee, 
which may be awarded as 
two $500 scholarships or 
one $1,000 scholarship, de-
pending on the applicant’s 
needs; and two $500 nurs-
ing scholarships available 
through the Pat Spillman 
Memorial Scholarship, eligi-
ble applicants include Edgar 
County high school gradu-
ating seniors and Horizon 
Health employees who plan 
to enter the nursing field. 
Spillman was a longtime 
PCH Volunteer who passed 
away in 2017.

DOC ACKLIN SCHOLARSHIPS
Two graduating seniors 

from Paris Cooperative 
High School (one boy and 
one girl) will each receive 
a $1,000 scholarship. The 
scholarships are award-
ed to outstanding seniors 
who embody the charac-
ter traits of the late James 
Acklin of scholastic ability, 
participation in athletics 
and character.

The scholarships are 
funded through proceeds 
from the annual Doc Ack-
lin Race. Acklin was a life-
long Paris resident and a 
family physician at Paris 
Community Hospital for 
34 years. He was an avid 
athlete, coach and fan of 
Paris High School athletics. 

He was a respected 
member of the Tigers’ 
cross-country team that 
captured an unprecedent-
ed four consecutive state 
championships, 1946-49.

See STUDENTS, Page 8B
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GET TICKETS NOW AT WWW.PCOFA.NET 
Also Available at Prospect Bank Lobby And at The Door, Day of Event, (if Available) 

 
 14040 E. 1200th Road. Paris, Illinois 61944

Once More

MUTTS GONE NUTS 
May 4, 2019

CARPENTERS ONCE MORE 
April 27, 2019

FABULOUS 40'S BIG BAND 
March 9, 2019

ROSE HULMAN JAZZ BAND 
March 30, 2019

PLUS, Swing Dance Class one hour 
before showtime!!

TWO SHOWS!!
Sponsors: North American Lighting, 

Animal Family Veterinary Care
Sponsor: Lanes Branch Farms

Sponsors: Pearman & Paris Clinic Pharmacies Sponsor: First Federal Bank & Trust

Retail Meat 

Custom

Butchering

Edgar County Locker

Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

810 N. 2nd St.
Marshall, IL 62441
(217) 826-6543

116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)466-5000

Let us help you FILL UP your 
FREEZER 

Don’t know what to do with your 
TAX RETURN?

101 N. Central Ave., Paris

Phone             (618) 393-2148
Fax                 (618) 392-3352
Toll Free        (888) 678-3175
Cell or Text   (217) 304-6139
kwgmsales732@gmail.com
www.eaglesongm.com
520 Whittle Ave. • P.O. Box 157
Olney, IL 62450 30 YRS SALES EXPERIENCE

WHY VEHICLES COST LESS AT 
EAGLESON GM CENTER!

TRANSPARENT PRICING  •  NO 4 SQUARE GIMMICK PRICING  
•  NO OUTRAGEOUS DOC FEES (OURS IS $31.06)  

• NO OUTRAGEOUS PROCESSING OR PREP FEES (Most 
dealers charge you $200-$500 and you don’t even know it)

NO ONE GIVES HIGHER TRADES THAN US!!!

Kevin Winkler
Sales and Leasing Consultant

Winter Hours

217-826-8831

Winter Wine 
& Dine 

February 19, 6 p.m. 
Tickets on sale NOW at the 

restaurant. You may also call 
during business hours.

Thursday and Friday 11 a.m.-8 p.m.
Saturday 8 a.m.-8 p.m.,  Sunday 8 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Closed Monday-Wednesday

Lincoln Trail Family Restaurant
Lincoln Trail State Park

$700

ESTATE AUCTION
Sat., February 23rd 10am – 10303 E. Hagner Rd., Beardstown, IL 

ANTIQUES - ADVERTISING - VINTAGE TOYS - COINS - WATCHES
VINTAGE HONDA AERO 50 SCOOTER - TOOLS - HOUSEHOLD ITEMS

RIDING MOWER & TRAILER - MORE! 
 

MITCH WEBSTER, AUCTIONEER
BEARDSTOWN - 217-320-3676  - www.MITCHWEBSTERAUCTIONS.COM

As a result, many seniors, es-
pecially those at or near the 
bottom of the income ladder, 
go without needed assistance, 
even when they’re enrolled in 
Medicaid. (Medicaid commu-
nity-based services for low-in-
come seniors vary by state and 
often fall short of actual needs.)

The precariousness of their 
lives is illustrated in a compan-
ion report on financial strain 
experienced by older adults 
who require long-term services 
and supports. Slightly more 
than 10 percent of seniors with 
high needs experienced at least 
one type of hardship, such as 
being unable to pay expenses 
like medical bills or prescrip-
tions (5.9 percent), utilities 
(4.8 percent) or rent (3.4 per-
cent) or skipping meals (1.8 
percent). Some people had 

multiple difficulties, reflected 
in these numbers.

Given a growing population 
of seniors who will need assis-
tance, “I think there’s a need 
for Medicare to rethink how to 
better support beneficiaries,” 
said Amber Willink, co-author 
of both studies and an assis-
tant scientist at Johns Hopkins’ 
Bloomberg School of Public 
Health.

That’s begun to happen, 
with the passage last year of the 
CHRONIC Care Act, which al-
lows Medicare Advantage plans 
to offer supplemental benefits 
such as ramps, grab bars, trans-
portation and personal care to 
chronically ill members. But 
it’s unclear how robust these 
benefits will be going forward; 
this year, plans, which cover 21 
million people, aren’t offering 
much. Meanwhile, 39 million 
people enrolled in traditional 
Medicare are left out altogether.

AGING
FROM PAGE 7B

BEE WELL
FROM PAGE 7B

of blood cholesterol is carried 
by HDL. 

Although having elevated 
LDL my raise the risk for 
heart attack and stroke, high 
HDL may offer protection 
against these risks, notes the 
AHA. People with low HDL 
can take steps to boost it 
and reduce the risk of heart 
disease by exercising, quitting 
smoking and maintaining a 
healthy weight. A few simple 
dietary tweaks can also go 
a long way. Some foods to im-
prove cholesterol levels and 
protect the heart include: 
nOatmeal, oat bran and 

high-fiber foods containing 
soluble fiber, which reduces 
the absorption of cholesterol 
into the bloodstream. 
nFish and omega-3 

fatty acids help reduce tri-
glycerides, a type of fat found 
in blood, as well as lower 
blood pressure and the risk of 
developing blood clots. 
nAlmonds and other nuts 

can improve blood cholester-
ol and lower the risk of heart 
complications. 
nAvocados can improve 

LDL cholesterol levels in 
people who are overweight 
or obese. 
nOlive oil can help lower 

cholesterol levels when used 
in place of other fats.

Getting the full benefit of 
these foods requires other 
changes to diet and lifestyle. 
One of the most benefi-
cial changes is limiting the 
amount of saturated and 
trans fats consumed. These 
fats cause the liver to make 
more cholesterol than it 
otherwise would. For some 
people, this added produc-
tion means they go from a 
normal cholesterol level to 
one that is unhealthy. Reduc-
ing the consumption of foods 
that are high in saturated and 
trans fats—such as meats, 
fried food, butter, cheese and 
other dairy products—can 
tremendously lower LDL 
cholesterol.  

High cholesterol is one of 
the major controllable risk 
factors for coronary heart dis-
ease, heart attack and stroke, 
according to the AHA. When 
it comes to cholesterol, the 
AHA recommends people 
check their cholesterol levels, 
make changes to the diet and 
lifestyle and control choles-
terol with help from a health-
care provider if needed. 

(Christina Hoffman is PR/
Marketing Coordinator at 
Horizon Health. Email her at 
choffman@myhorizonhealth.
org)

NURSING FOUNDATION 
SCHOLARSHIPS

Horizon Health’s Depart-
ment of Nursing is offering 
two $500 scholarships to 
applicants who are current-
ly enrolled in, or have been 
accepted into, a nursing pro-
gram. The foundation is fund-
ed through various sources, 
including the annual Nursing 
Twilight Walk honoring all 
community nurses, the Nurs-
ing Honor Guard program 
and private donations.

All Scholarship applica-
tions can be printed at My-
HorizonHealth.org/Scholar-

ships. They also are available 
at school guidance offices in 
Edgar County and the admis-
sions desk at Horizon Health. 

The completed applica-
tions must be received by 
Monday, April 8. They can be 
submitted in any of the fol-
lowing ways:

Returned to the Horizon 
Health admissions desk.

Mailed to: Horizon Health, 
Attn: Michelle Wilken/Ad-
min, 721 E. Court Street, Par-
is, Ill., 61944.

Emailed to Michelle Wilk-
en at MWilken@myhorizon-
health.org.

For more information, call 
Michelle Wilken at 217-466-
4277.

STUDENTS
FROM PAGE 7B

 SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS 

Horizon Health’s Debbie 
Griffin, family nurse practi-
tioner, and Leighsa Cornwell, 
registered nurse, continue to 
receive national recognition 
for their excellence in educat-
ing patients about diabetes 
self-management.

Each has renewed her sta-
tus as a Certified Diabetes 
Educator (CDE) through the 
National Certification Board 

for Diabetes Educators.
Certified diabetes educa-

tors possess comprehensive 
k n o w l e d g e 
of, and expe-
rience in, di-
abetes man-
a g e m e n t , 
prediabetes 
and diabetes 
prevention. 
They ad-
dress the stages of diabetes 
throughout a person’s lifes-
pan and understand all as-
pects related to managing the 
disease. 

Cornwell leads Horizon 
Health’s Diabetes Education 
Program, which has been 
recognized by the American 

Diabetes Association since 
1994. She replaced Griffin 
who transitioned to a family 
nurse practi-
tioner in the 
Paris Clinic 
in 2011.

G r i f f i n 
has been af-
filiated with 
H o r i z o n 
Health since 
1984. During her tenure, she 
has significantly contributed 
to the success of the organi-
zation’s Diabetes Education 
Program and continues to 
maintain her status as a certi-
fied diabetes educator.

Horizon Health’s Diabetes 
Education team consists of 

Cornwell, dietician/nutri-
tionist Kara Wilcoxon and 
endocrinologist Edward 
Rico, who is the medical di-
rector of the program. Ad-
ditionally, the department is 
supported by Griffin and po-
diatrist and certified wound 
specialist Philip Holloway.

Patients seen at Horizon 
Health in 2018 experienced 
a relative reduction of 21 per-
cent on average in their A1c 
results. A glycohemoglobin 
A1c test checks the long-term 
control of glucose levels, an 
average blood sugar over a 
two- to three-month period.

To learn more about dia-
betes education at Horizon 
Health, call 217-466-4228.

Diabetes educator status renewed
Griffin, Cornwell 
continue to provide 
exemplary service to 
patients

GRIFFIN CORNWELL

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Diabetes can be a manage-
able illness for patients willing 
to take charge and live an ac-
tive and fulfilling life.  

I on Diabetes is a four-part 
series, taught by University of 
Illinois Extension Educator 
Mary Liz Wright, designed 
to help people manage diabe-
tes through a variety of tech-
niques. Diabetics and their 
caregivers will learn the fun-
damentals of diabetes, how 
nutrients impact diabetes, the 
importance of meal planning 
and physical activity, how to 
set health goals, plus receive 

Free diabetes 
management workshop

and sample tasty recipes.  
All classes are in the 

Community Room at Ed-
gar County Senior Housing, 
602 Highland Drive, Paris, 
and are open to the public. 
Dates are 8:30-11:30 a.m. 
March 23; 5:30-8:30 p.m. 
March 25; 5:30-8:30 p.m. 
March 27; and 8:30-11:30 
a.m. March 30. It is request-
ed participants attend all 
sessions. 

This series is offered free 
of charge thanks to a grant 
from Multiple District 1M 
Lions of Illinois. While 
there is no cost to partici-
pate, registration is required 
by calling the Edgar County 
Extension Office at 217-
465-8585 or online at go.il-
linois.edu/diabetes 

Extension offers I on 
Diabetes series
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Puzzles ANSWERS ON PAGE 9B

Across
 1. Elaborate silk garment
 5. Fleet
11. Egyptian deity
12. Hundredth anniversary
16. Chew the fat
17. Doctor of Medicine
18. Large, edible game fish
19. Revitalization
24. Personal computer
25. Unfettered
26. Clumsy persons
27. Japanese classical theater
28. Part of a ship
29. Rate of movement
30. How much
31. Image taken with a camera
33. Sharp mountain ridge
34. Czech capital
38. One who treats poorly
39. By right
40. Relating to odors
43. As soon as possible
44. Israeli Olympic swimmer
45. Scored perfectly
49. Financial ratio (abbr.)
50. Unpleasant emotion
51. Sign of the zodiac
53. Promotional material
54. Your parents’ parents
56. Monetary unit
58. Farm state
59. One of Hollywood’s Bridges 
brothers
60. Not the plaintiff
63. “Night Train” novelist
64. Martens valued for their fur
65. Discount

Clues Down
 1. Bone in the lower back
 2. Goddess of wisdom

 3. Comedic honors
 4. A way to grasp
 5. Apex
 6. British soldier
 7. Manganese
 8. Indicates position
 9. Decompressions in 
scuba diving (abbr.)
10. Soon
13. Blood type
14. Clever reply
15. One who travels by 
luxurious boat
20. Once more
21. Rural delivery

22. Mexican dish
23. Nigerian City
27. Is not (Span.)
29. Italy’s longest river
30. Grand __, vintage
31. Monetary unit
32. The man
33. Basics
34. Poster
35. Small remains
36. Gelatinous substance
37. A narrow opening
38. Artificial intelligence
40. Algerian coastal city
41. Canned fish

CROSSWORD

42. Milligram
44. Carrot’s partner
45. Single-celled animals
46. Movie theater
47. Necessitate
48. A state of not being used
50. Small folds of tissue
51. Gallium
52. Trauma center
54. Commands to go faster
55. New England’s football 
team
57. Pianoforte
61. Unit of loudness
62. Atomic number 13

primary brain parts are 
already developed.

There is a mysterious 
set of cells well hidden in 
the early developing fetus. 
At about week three, 
among the now tens of 
thousands of specialized 
cells there are about four 
dozen in two sets hidden 
in a region called the 
allantois. These are the 
gonad structures, which 
are still stem cells. 

The allantois is the 
garbage dump of the em-
bryo before the digestive 
and excretory systems 
develop. All the waste 
materials are dumped 
into this allantois region 
but well-secluded at the 
upper edge are two sets 
of the holiest of the holy 
cells. These are in both 
male and female embryos. 
They only number about 
40 primordial germ cells, 
which at this time begin a 
great migration.

They are the stem cells 
for our entire species. 
They are the true purpose 
for the embryo because 
they’re the source of the 
next generation yet to 
come. They will someday 
create new zygotes for 
another generation. They 
have to fight to survive 
and someday become 
active.

The early gonads are 
set aside at the beginning 
of embryo development. 
These are last stem cells to 
begin specializing in the 
developing embryo. By 
growing a long stalk with 
a sticky end they slowly 
reach out and pull toward 
the embryo’s center. Mov-
ing as a group over several 
days they reach the main 
developing region and 
push through the wall 
into the endoderm layer. 
They land in what will 
become the genital area 
with half on the left and 
half on the right. It is still 

REYNOLDS
FROM PAGE 1B

In the poisones entrails 
throw.

Toad, that under cold 
stone

Days and nights has 
thirty-one

Sweated venom sleep-
ing got,

“Boil thou first in the 
charmed pot.

Double, double toil and 
trouble;

Fire burn and cauldron 
bubble.”

And:
“Scale of dragon, tooth 

of wolf,
Witch’s mummy, maw 

and gulf
Of the ravin’d salt-sea 

shark,
Root of hemlock digg’d 

in the dark,
Liver of blaspheming 

Jew
Gall of goat; and slips 

of yew
silver’d in the moon’s 

SULLIVAN
FROM PAGE 1B

BY GRANT MORGAN
gmorgan@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD — Would 
four new statues or six new stat-
ues look better on the Capitol 
complex grounds? 

Loosely, that’s what Rep. 
Tom Bennett, a Pontiac Re-
publican, is trying to figure out. 

Bennett is sponsoring two 
bills —House Bills 168 and 
169 — that propose a respec-
tive four and six new statues of 
notable Illinoisans to be built 
around the Capitol grounds. 

But their construction would 
likely cost millions of dollars, 
according to the Office of the 
Architect of the Capitol, and 
the grounds already have about 
15 statues adorning them. Why, 
then, would there be six more? 

Bennett calls this a prime ex-
ample of how state government 
sometimes works. “Two steps 
forward, one step sideways. 
You just gotta keep going,” he 
said. 

It’s the result of more than 
a year of discussions that have 

morphed and ballooned to ac-
commodate various interests. 

Putting a statue of Ronald 
Reagan on the Capitol grounds 
has been in the works since at 
least last year, when similar leg-
islation to this year’s bills came 
with the support of the Bicen-
tennial Commission celebrat-
ing Illinois’ 200th birthday. 

Bennett says big interest in 
Reagan’s statue came from his 
constituents, because Eureka 
College, where Reagan went to 
school, is in his district.

“That thought led to the next 
one — let’s do something bi-
partisan,” Bennett said. 

So a proposal for a statue of 
Barack Obama was made. Rea-
gan and Obama are the only 
two of four Illinois presidents 
— behind Ulysses S. Grant and 
Abraham Lincoln — not to 
have a statue yet. 

From there, separate amend-
ments were added to finally 
include the longest-serving Il-
linois governor, James Thomp-
son; labor leader and longtime 

Lawmaker proposes four to six new statues at Capitol complex
AFL-CIO president Reuben 
Soderstrom; former Chicago 
Mayor Harold Washington; 
and Chicago’s first resident, 
Jean Baptiste Pointe du Sable.

Those bills went nowhere, 
but the interest remained. So 
Bennett brought up the idea 
again this year, “making several 
bills [with the] thinking: let’s 
put combinations of the plans 
out there, and see which ones 
have more interest going for-
ward.” 

According to Mark Flowers, 

who heads the Capitol archi-
tect’s office, the last statue to be 
built was the firefighters’ me-
morial about 15 years ago. 

Though Flowers did not 
know the cost of that statue off 
the top of his head, he said the 
Martin Luther King Jr. statue 
on the corner of 2nd St. and 
Capitol Ave. cost more than 
$200,000. 

That statue, made out of 
brass and including a founda-
tion and base, would be almost 
$430,000. 

a region of chaos with rapid 
division and specialization. 

Only when they reach 
their destination do they 
begin to specialize. Now 
replicating and growing in 
number, they express their 
character. If the embryo had 
an X and Y chromosome, 
it develops testes with the 
inner germ cells becoming 
the sperm. By contrast if 
the zygote started with two 
X chromosomes then the 
gonads develop into two 
ovaries where the inner germ 
cells become eggs.

Both sexes develop rapidly 
but soon the controlling 
hormones for males put the 
germ cells into a suspended 
animation not to reactivate 
until after birth and upon 
reaching puberty for the 
production of sperm.

Inside the developing 
female the process acceler-
ates. Inside the ovaries are 
produced 2, 4, 8, eggs and 
replication goes berserk 
continuing until there are 
over a million eggs between 
the two ovaries. Every egg 
the female will ever have 
is formed before the fetus 
is mature. By puberty the 
female will have 300,000 
remaining of which 300 
will mature and be ovulated 
during her lifetime.

The mother of a develop-
ing female baby will contain 
in her uterus a complete 
baby girl. On a deeper level 
she contains a baby who 
already has the eggs of the 
mother’s future grandchil-
dren. These future beings 
begin their journey inside 
the uterus of their own 
grandmother. 

The goal of all living 
organisms is to continue the 
species so the circle of life 
can be complete.

(Terry Sullivan’s fascina-
tion with science started as a 
child watching Carl Sagan’s 
“Cosmos” and James Burke’s 
“Connections” on PBS. He is 
the technology and curriculum 
director for the Shiloh School 
District. Email him at sulli-
vant@shiloh1.us)

eclipse;
Nose of Turk, and Tartar’s 

lips;
Finger of birth-strangled 

babe
Ditch-deliver’d by the 

drab,-
Make the gruel thick and 

slab:
Add thereto a tiger’s 

chaudron,
For ingredients of our 

cauldron.
Double, double toil and 

trouble,
Fire burn and cauldron 

bubble.”
Disciples of Trump, feel 

free to damn the infernal 
Puck, that malignancy from 
the depths of hell.  

(Harry Reynolds is a retired 
editor and columnist from the 
Mattoon Journal Gazette and 
Charleston Time-Courier. He 
recently started writing occa-
sional columns for the fun of 
it, in which he offers a different 
look at life and aging. Email 
him at reynoldsharry1943@
gmail.com)
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CONNECTING YOUR 
CORNER OF THE WORLD TO 
EVERY OTHER CORNER.

1.888.863.9928
newwavecom.com/bestdeal

Get the best online experience anywhere. 

100
49

Mbps

Up to

$
/mo.*

NO DEPOSIT. NO CONTRACT.
*for 3 months. $35 activation fee. Regular price $55/mo.

*Offer expires March 10, 2019. Rate good for 3 months. Call for more 
details. Some services not available in all areas. Restrictions apply.

ASK ABOUT
UNLIMITED DATA.

Saturday, February 23rd

4 pm to 7:30 pm
Knowles Auction House, Marshall
Auction starts at 5:00 p.m.

DRIVE-THRU AND CARRY-OUT AVAILABLE

Clark County Antique Power Club

TICKETS AT THE DOOR:

PORK CHOP SUPPER 
& AUCTION

ADULTS              CHILDREN (2-10) 

$5$9

BY PETER HANCOCK
phancock@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – On Mon-
day, Feb. 11, Illinois Gov. J.B. 
Pritzker named Lt. Gov. Juli-
ana Stratton to lead a new of-
fice that will coordinate the ad-
ministration’s criminal justice 
reform initiatives, especially 
prison reform.

In an executive order, Pritz-
ker established what he’s call-
ing the “Justice, Equity and 
Opportunity Initiative,” or 
JEO, which will centralize and 
coordinate criminal justice re-
forms across a number of dif-
ferent state agencies, with par-
ticular emphasis on the state’s 
prison system and sentencing 
guidelines.

“This is needed because our 
justice system is not working,” 
Stratton said in a statement re-
leased by the governor’s office. 
“The JEO Initiative will move 
us from a strictly punitive sys-
tem to one that examines the 
root causes of the issues we 
face while creating solutions 
that put community at the cen-
ter.”

Pritzker noted the state 

spends roughly $1.3 billion 
a year for the Illinois Depart-
ment of Corrections, which 
houses about 43,000 inmates 
in a prison system designed to 
hold only about 32,000. 

The order spells out a num-
ber of general initiatives the ad-
ministration wants to pursue to 
reduce the prison population 
such as developing bias-free as-
sessment tools for judges to use 
to determine sentences.

It also suggests the need for 
improved training within the 
Department of Corrections, 
which has faced numerous 
lawsuits over alleged discrim-
ination and lack of access to 
health care.

In addition, it points to the 
growing number of women in 
state prison, and the unique 
needs of that population, as 
well as the need for better ed-
ucational programs within the 
state’s juvenile correctional 
system.

Beyond the prison system, 
the order calls for targeting 
poorer communities with eco-
nomic development efforts 
that would improve access to 

professional licenses, state con-
tracting opportunities, educa-
tion and housing.

And it calls for improving 
relations between law enforce-
ment agencies and the com-
munities they serve by reduc-
ing the use of excess force, civil 
asset forfeitures and vehicle 
impoundments.

Finally, the order also states 
that legalizing marijuana 
would be an economic benefit 
in communities the adminis-
tration said have been dispro-
portionately impacted by the 
war on drugs.

“For Illinois to truly lead 
on criminal justice reform, 
we must bring real and last-
ing economic opportunity to 
every corner of our state. It’s 
no accident that this initia-
tive puts Justice, Equity and, 
Opportunity side by side,” 
Pritzker said. “With decades 
of experience working to 
bring reform to our system of 
justice in Illinois, I can think 
of no better person to spear-
head this initiative than our 
lieutenant governor, Juliana 
Stratton.”

BY PETER HANCOCK
phancock@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – Fa-
thers’ rights advocates are 
making another attempt 
this year to push for a 
change in Illinois family 
law that sparked immense 
controversy in 2018, equal 
parenting time legislation.

Rep. La Shawn Ford 
(D-Chicago) is the lead 
sponsor of a bill that would 
create a rebuttable pre-
sumption in divorce cases 
that both parties should be 
given equal parenting time 
with any children of that 
marriage.

It would also require 
that when judges in di-
vorce cases deviate from 
the standard, they explain 
in writing why they decid-
ed one parent should have 
more time with the chil-
dren than the other.

That would be a sharp 
departure from the current 
legal standard in Illinois, 
which allows judges wide 
discretion to assign custo-
dy and parenting time in 
a way that reflects the best 
interests of the child.

But James Bedell, a psy-
chologist who practices in 
suburban Chicago and a 
proponent of the bill, said 
the best interests of the 
child standard is vague 
and flawed, and that equal 
parenting time actually is 
in the best interests of chil-
dren.

“Children have a fun-
damental bonding attach-
ment to each parent,” he 
said. “They establish that 
in the course of the mar-
riage. They establish that 
in the course of both par-
ents (having) fundamen-
tal and equal involvement 
with the child. And when 
divorce occurs, there is 
no necessary reason why 
a child who has equal ac-
cess to both parents should 
suddenly not have equal 
access to both parents.”

A similar bill was intro-
duced in the 2018 session 

Fathers’ rights advocates try 
again for ‘equal parenting time’ 

but failed to make it through 
the House process. Rep. Ann 
Williams (D-Chicago), who 
chairs the subcommittee han-
dling the bill, opened Thurs-
day’s hearing by recalling 
the intense debate last year 
when, she said, supporters of 
the measure engaged in inap-
propriate and unprofessional 
behavior, including bullying, 
threats and harassment of 
those who opposed it.

“One of the individuals 
who testified had photos of 
his children posted online 
on the pages of organizations 
supporting the bill,” she said. 
“Another attorney was at-
tacked online and had to shut 
down his Twitter account. ... 
Several individuals who took a 
public position against the bill 
received ongoing threats via 
phone calls to the point that 
law enforcement was called.”

Ford also recalled that 
when those events happened, 
he and other supporters of the 
bill had a news conference to 
say they did not condone such 
behavior. But he insisted that 
supporters of the change also 
deserve to be heard.

“This is a very contentious 

bill and it deserves to have a 
real discussion,” he said.

While individuals on both 
sides indicated they hope the 
tone of this year’s debate will 
be more civil, opponents of 
the measure indicated they 
still have reservations about 
changing the standard on par-
enting time.

“It is essential that the 
well-being of children in cus-
tody proceedings remain fo-
cused on a child’s best inter-
ests and not on a number,” said 
Danielle Gomez, an attorney 
with the Cook County Public 
Guardian, an agency that rep-
resents children in highly-con-
tested custody cases. 

In particular, Gomez said, 
children of divorced parents 
would be adversely affected 
the most by any change.

“They are the ones who 
will be exposed to additional 
conflict if they are shuttled 
back and forth between their 
parents’ homes,” she said. 
“Children are keenly aware of 
the discord among their par-
ents, no matter what our best 
attempts are to alleviate that. 
They know what’s going on, 
and they perceive that.”

Pritzker names Stratton to 
lead justice reform initiative

BY PETER HANCOCK
phancock@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – A bill in-
tended to rein in House Speak-
er Michael Madigan’s outsized 
role in state politics was reject-
ed by Democrats in a House 
subcommittee Feb. 14.

The measure, sponsored 
by Rep. Margo McDermed 
(R-Mokena), would have 
prohibited anyone who is the 
leader of a legislative chamber 
from serving simultaneously as 
a state party chairman.

Madigan, the longest-serv-
ing speaker of any state House 
of Representatives in U.S. his-
tory, has also chaired the Illi-
nois Democratic Party since 
1998. He is also believed to 
be the only state-level House 
Speaker who simultaneously 
serves as the state party chair-

man.
McDermed acknowledged 

the Chicago politician’s sit-
uation inspired her to offer 
the bill, but she denied it was 
aimed specifically at him. Mc-
Dermed said every other state 
has either statutes, regulations 
or ethics codes that preclude 
anyone from holding both po-
sitions simultaneously. 

Contacted separately, an of-
ficial from the Council of State 
Governments was unable to 
say whether any states have le-
gal prohibitions against serving 
in both rolls, and he suggested 
that such a ban could raise con-
stitutional issues.

In fact, the bill was referred 
to a constitutional law subcom-
mittee because, in the words 
of Chairman Andre Thapedi 
(D-Chicago), it had possible 

constitutional ramifications 
either as a possible violation of 
equal protection guarantees or 
as special legislation intended 
to target one individual.

When asked by Rep. Thad-
deus Jones (D-Calumet City) 
who is in a position to say it’s 
a conflict, McDermed replied: 
“It’s a conflict by its very na-
ture. Nobody needs to say it’s 
a conflict. Every person with 
common sense can see that it’s 
a conflict.”

“Well, I have common sense 
and I can’t see that it’s a con-
flict,” Jones replied. 

On a party-line vote of 
3-2, the subcommittee voted 
against advancing the bill to 
the full Judiciary Committee 
on civil law.

The legislation is House 
Bill 878. 

Bill aimed at paring Madigan’s power stalls



Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of  garage 
doors.  New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

Looking for residential or 
businesses to clean,  10 years 
experience. References on 
request,  call 217-504-3985

Will haul just about anything 
from your buildings or yard.  
Will also buy small animals.  
Will also haul away wooden 
or metal posts, farm gates or 
mowers.  Oakland, IL
217-218-8801

Powers Bros Construction
Concrete*Demolition*Excavating
*Gravel Drives
Call 217-419-5393

THE ETC. SHOPPE 
141 E Court Street, 
Downtown Paris
217-264-1921 or 217-463-2653
We buy estates or gently used 
furniture, appliances, electronics, 
baby furniture, antiques. 
One item to a complete 
household.  Call Robin today.
open Wed, Thu, Fri, Sat. 
9 am-5 pm.   We pay cash!

Stay in your home longer with an 
American Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 off, 
including a free toilet, and a 
lifetime warranty on the tub and 
installation! 
Call us at 1-866-931-8891

Attention: Oxygen Users!   Gain 
freedom with a Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator!  No more heavy 
tanks and refills! Guaranteed 
Lowest Prices!  Call the 
Oxygen Concentrator Store:  
866-353-2806

Substitute Driver 
Eastern Illinois University 
is seeking service-oriented, 
student-centered individuals 
to serve as a substitute driver 
for the Panther Shuttle Service.  
Drivers are required to operate 
various vehicles depending on 
need.  Drivers typically drive a 
20 passenger bus. The shuttle 
service runs from late August 
to early May on Monday - Friday 
7:00 a.m. to 9:00pm and 
Saturday-Sunday from 3:00pm to 
9:00pm. (We are currently look-
ing for a driver who has day time 
availability.)  Applicants must 
present a valid Illinois Class A or 
B CDL with a “P” endorsement, a 
current medical certificate, and 
a driver’s abstract at the time of 
application.  Applicants who are 
hired must pass a background 
investigation and drug test and 
will be subject to random drug 
testing throughout employment. 
Base pay is $11.25/hour.
Please submit application and 
resume online at https://www.
eiu.edu/~humanres/application/
login.php.
Review of applications begins 
immediately.
Department of Human Resources 
– Employment
Eastern Illinois University
Old Main, Room 2020
600 Lincoln Avenue
Charleston, IL  61920
AA/EEOE

Effingham Equity in Marshall 
is accepting applications for 
seasonal help for spring 2019 
planting season: 
• Seasonal Facility Labor
• Drivers with Class A CDL or 
individuals willing to obtain Class 
A CDL (If interested in obtaining 
CDL, please apply ASAP)
(If Interested in obtaining CDL, 
please apply ASAP) 
Retirees are encouraged to apply. 
To apply, please contact George 
Dallmier at (217) 826-6331 or 
(800) 635-6327

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 
included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

Very nice two bedroom apt on 
East Lake with washer, dryer, 
dishwasher, stove refrigerator. 
1 yr lease + dep $625M 
Call 466 8210

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!  No pets.
217-264-9634

Nice 2br apt 
$525+dep 
Central air. 
217 466 8210

Apartment for Rent
Quiet neighborhood. 1 bedrm. 
upper apt. stove, fridge, window 
a.c., trash $425.00/mo
2 bedrm. lower apt. stove, fridge, 
central air, trash, w/d hookup 
$525.00/mo
References, lease, deposit, 
no pets
217-251-2184

2 bedroom apartment in 
Chrisman, IL $450.00 a month 
plus deposit. 
Call 217-597-4144

CSA SIGN UP FOR 2019
Pa Pa’s Produce Patch is now 
accepting CSA memberships 
for the 2019 season.  Last year 
we had 32 families sign up to 
receive a weekly produce box 
during our growing season.  This 
year we have added additional 
spots so that more people can 
experience our local farm fresh 
produce.  We have also shortened 
our CSA season to lower the 
total cost to families.  Our CSA 
season this year will begin in June 
and run through the month of 
September for a total of 17 weeks.  
A CSA membership is a great way 
to obtain a wide variety of fruits 
and vegetables without the work.  
To learn more about our CSA 
go to Pa Pa’s Produce Patch on 
Facebook or call Ken Brooks at 
217-264-0789.

Yoga with
Mimosas & Bloody Marys
Saturday, Feb 16
10:00 a.m.
The Hall
614 N Main St
Yoga instructed by Brittany 
Rhodes followed by a treat!  25 
mat spaces available. $10 per 
ticket. Message, text or call 
217-822-7623 for tickets or more 
information.

NEED LEGAL HELP? Get a FREE 
referral to an attorney! Call the 
Illinois State Bar Association 
Illinois Lawyer Finder The advice 
you need 877-270-3855 or htps:/
www.isba.org/public/
illinoislawyerfinder

Spectrum Triple Play! 
TV, Internet & Voice for $29.99 ea. 
60 MB per second speed 
No contract or commitment. 
More Channels. 
Faster Internet. 
Unlimited Voice. 
Call 1-877-649-4346

Earthlink High Speed Internet. 
As Low As $14.95/month 
(for the first 3 months.) 
Reliable High Speed Fiber Optic 
Technology. Stream Videos, Music 
and More! 
Call Earthlink Today 
1-855-409-3253

DIRECTV & AT&T. 
155 Channels & 1000s of Shows/
Movies On Demand (w/SELECT 
Package.) AT&T Internet 99 
Percent Reliability. 
Unlimited Texts to 120 Countries 
w/AT&T Wireless. 
Call 4 FREE 
Quote- 1-855-894-0529

WANTED
Ariens Rear Tine Tiller model 
901000 for parts
phone 217-466-2050
Leave Messages

Wanting to Buy
Metal carport, short pieces of 
fencing 48 inches tall & wood for 
bird houses.
217-822-4856

2019
NOTICE OF 

ELECTION OF DIRECTORS

To All Owners And Occupiers 
Of Lands Lying Within The 
Boundaries Of The Edgar County 
Soil And Water Conservation 
District:

Notice is hereby given that an 
Election will be held on the 19th 
day of February 2019 at 7:00 a.m. 
until 5:30 p.m. at 11757 Illinois 
Highway 1, Paris, Illinois 61944.  
Two (2) Directors will be elected 
to serve the Edgar County Soil and 
Water Conservation District of the 
State of Illinois.

All persons, firms or corporations 
who hold legal title or are in legal 
possession of any land lying within 
the boundaries of the said district 
are eligible to vote at said election, 
whether as lessee, renter, tenant 
or otherwise.  Only such persons, 
firms or corporations are eligible 
to vote.

William Guyer, Chairman
Edgar County Soil and Water 
Conservation District

DATE: 8th day of Jan. 2019.

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY
PARIS, ILLINOIS

In the Matter of the Estate of
HERSHEL MULVANEY,
Deceased.

No. 2019-P-2

NOTICE TO HEIRS AND LEGATEES 
— WILL ADMITTED

Notice is given to Holly Mulvaney, 
who is an heir or legatee in the 
above proceeding to probate a will 
and whose address is not stated 
int he petition to admit the will to 
probate, that an order was entered 
by the court on January 25, 2019, 
admitting the will to probate.

Within 42 days after the effective 
date of the original order of admis-
sion you may file a petition with 
the court to require proof of the 
will by testimony of the witness 
to the will in open court or other 
evidence, as provided in section 
6-21 of the Probate Act of 1975 
(755 ILCS 5/6-21).

You also have the right under 
section 8-1 of the Probate Act of 
1975 (755 ILCS 5/8-1) to contest 
the validity of the will by filing a 
petition with the court within 6 
months after admission of the will 
to probate.

E-filing is now mandatory for 
documents in civil cases with 
limited exemptions.  To e-file, you 
must first create an account with 
an e-filing service provider.  Visit 
http://efile.illinoiscourts.gov/ser-
vice-providers.htm to learn more 
and to select a service provider.  If 
you need additional help or have 
trouble e-filing, visit http://www.
illinoiscourts.gov/FAQ/gethelp.
asp, or talk with your local circuit 
clerk’s office.

Dated: January 29, 2019
Georgia O’Brien, Representative

Karen L. Burkybile
Attorney At Law
15175 US HWY 150
Paris, IL 61944
217-465-5525
kburkybile@frontier.com

ASSUMED NAME 
PUBLICATION NOTICE

Public Notice is hereby given 
that on February 6, 2019 a certif-
icate was filed in the Office of the 
County Clerk of Edgar County, 
Illinois, setting forth the names 
and post office address of all of 
the persons owning, conducting 
and transacting the business 
known as:

FAULK’S GARAGE
Located at : 1811 Marshall St., 
Paris, IL 61944
Owner(s): Roger J. Faulk

Dated: February 6, 2019
August H. Griffin
EDGAR COUNTY CLERK

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY
PARIS, ILLINOIS

IN RE THE ESTATE OF
JANET A. HENRY,
DECEASED.

NO. 2019-P-4

NOTICE FOR 
PUBLICATION - CLAIMS

  Notice is given of the death of 
JANET A. HENRY, of Chrisman, 
Illinois, who died on January 
26, 2019. Letters of Office as 
Independent Executor were 
issued on February 5, 2019 to 
GREGORY V. HENRY, 118 West 
Washington Street, Chrisman, 
Illinois 61924, whose attorney is E. 
Robert Anderson of Anderson Law 
Offices, 1204 North Main Street, 
P.O. Box 10, Paris, Illinois 61944.

  Claims against the estate may be 
filed in the office of the Clerk of 
the Court at Paris, Edgar County, 
Illinois, or with the representative, 
or both, on or before August 16, 
2019 and any claim not filed with-
in that period is barred. Copies 
of a claim filed with the Clerk 
must be mailed or delivered to 
the Executor and to the attorney 
within ten (10) days after it has 
been filed.

Gregory V. Henry, 
Independent Executor
By: E. Robert Anderson
Anderson Law Offices
ARDC #6190439
1204 North Main Street
P.O. Box 10
Paris, Illinois 61944-0010
alo@robandersonlaw.com 
(217) 465-3535

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY, 
PARIS, ILLINOIS, 

IN PROBATE

In the matter of the Estate of  
MARIAN H. YONTZ, deceased

No.   2019-P-3 

CLAIM NOTICE
 
  Notice is given of the death 
of MARIAN H. YONTZ of Paris, 
Edgar County, Illinois.  Letters of 
Office were issued on February 
4, 2019, to SARAH PENCZEK, as 
Independent Executor, 9483 E. 
400th Rd., Paris, Illinois 61944, 
whose attorney is LARRY B. 
JONES, of JONES & GRIFFIN LAW 
OFFICES, P.C., 110 E. Washington, 

P.O. Box 8, Paris, Illinois 61944.

  Claims against the Estate may be 
filed in the office of the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court at the Edgar County 
Courthouse, Paris, Illinois 61944, 
or with the representative, or both, 
on or before August 19, 2019, and 
any claim not filed within that 
period is barred.  Copies of a claim 
filed with the clerk must be mailed 
or delivered to the representative 
and to the attorney within 10 days 
after it has been filed.

  DATED this 12th day of February 
2019.

SARAH PENCZEK, Independent 
Executor of the Estate of
MARIAN H. YONTZ, deceased

Larry B. Jones
JONES & GRIFFIN LAW OFFICES, P.C. 
110 E. Washington, P.O. Box 8
Paris, IL 61944
Tele: (217) 465-7525
Fax:  (217) 466-2230

Storage Express will hold public 
auctions ending on MARCH 7, 
2019, to satisfy liens held on 
delinquent accounts located 
at the below properties and 
ending at the assigned times.  
The auction is an online auction 
conducted at www.storagetrea-
sures.com.
610 E Jasper St, Paris, IL @ 
12:00 PM CST:  Jacqui S Miller 
(309-054).

CITY OF PARIS 
EDGAR COUNTY, ILLINOIS

NOTICE FOR BIDS

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the 
City of Paris is taking bids for the 
demolition of the structures on 
real estate located in Paris, Illinois, 
to wit:

NO. 1

A part of Out Lot No. 53 to the City 
of Paris described as beginning at 
a point on the North line of Union 
Street in said City 1055 feet 4 
inches West of the East line of 
Section 1 in Township 13 North 
and in Range 12 West of the 2nd 
P.M., thence West 50 feet, thence 
North to the South line of the right 
of way of the C.C.C. & St. L.R.R. 
Co., thence Northeasterly along 
said line to a point due North of 
the beginning point, thence South 

to the place of beginning.

Permanent Index No: 
09-18-01-228-004
Commonly known as: 331 East 
Union Street, Paris, Illinois

NO. 2

Lot No. 103 in W. S. O’Hair’s 
Addition to the City of Paris

Permanent Index No:   
09-18-12-252-002
Commonly known as:  304 E. Van 
Buren Street, Paris, Illinois

SPECIFICATIONS of the demo-
lition and details of the bidding 
procedure can be secured at the 
Paris City Clerk’s Office located at 
206 South Central Avenue, Paris, 
IL 61944.

Sealed bids must be delivered 
to the office of the City Clerk, 
206 South Central Avenue, Paris, 
IL 61944, before 10:00 a.m. on  
March 21, 2019, at which time bids 
will be opened and considered.

MICHAEL MARTIN CITY 
ADMINISTRATOR CITY OF PARIS

FRUIN & KASH 
(Richard M. Kash, Jr.)
129 North Central Avenue
Paris, IL 61944
Telephone: 217-465-4196
Fax: 217-466-1213

NOTICE OF BID

Sealed bids will be received 
at the Edgar County Highway 
Department, 12637 E. 950th Rd., 
Paris, IL 61944, until 10:00 AM on 
February 26, 2019 and at that time 
publicly opened and read for fur-
nishing and delivery of diesel fuel 
and unleaded gas for the period 
March 1, 2019 through February 
29, 2020.
Bidding Form, Terms & Conditions 
can be obtained at the Edgar 
County Highway Department from 
the Operations Manager, Mr. Dirk 
Mohon at (217) 465-4139 or online 
at www.edgarcountyhighway.org.

Hay for Sale
Small square bales, 1st & 2nd 
cutting Alfalfa hay and Grass hay.
217-493-2730

SATURDAY,  
FEBRUARY 16, 2019 11B

TO PLACE AN AD:

217-921-3216
mjacobs@prairiepress.net

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

Callie 217.822.3304 • Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

232 West Wood Street

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”

COINS & CURRENCY AUCTION
Sunday, February 24th @ Noon IL Time

From the Private Collection of Mr. Mick Armstrong
Morgan Dollars, Peace Dollars, Walking Liberty, Silver Certificates & More!

Live & Online Bidding Available!
Click “Online Bidding” @ calliebaberauction.com 

to browse & bid now!

VINTAGE & STOCK COMICS ONLINE AUCTION
Variety of DC, Marvel, Archie & More!

Feat. Original 1977 Stars Wars #1
Click “Online Bidding” @ calliebaberauction.com 

to browse & bid now!
Auction begins to close Monday, Feb. 25th @ 4 p.m. IL Time

MATTOON
KAWASAKI YAMAHA
SSR MOTORSPORTS

&
CF MOTO 

•  MOTORCYCLES
•  ATV’S

•  MULES
•  TEREX’S

Parts, Accessories, Sales
And Service

Mattoon - 217-258-2000
mattoonkawasakiyamaha.com

A powerful hearing aid  
for television since 1998

Over 2 million  
satisfied customers 

Call 1-855-850-9749  
M-F 6 am — 6 pm PST

2701 via Orange Way, Suite 1 Spring Valley, CA 91978

Put on your TV Ears 
and hear TV with unmatched clarity

Voice Clarifying TV Headset

TV•Ears Original™

$129.95
NEW SPECIAL OFFER 
NOW $5995

Use promo code MB59 
30-day risk free trial

+s&h

Adjustable Foam Tips
Headset weighs only 2 oz.

Rechargeable Battery
WIRELESS

Gone digital! 
www.prairiepress.net

KNOWLEDGE IS FREE —  
AND NOW DELIVERED 24/7. 



NANCY ZEMAN,  
217-921-3216
nzeman@prairiepress.net

CONTACT  
US:

CONTACT  YOUR  
LEGISLATOR

SEN. CHAPIN ROSE (R)
217-607-1853
www.senchapinrose.com

SEN. DALE A. RIGHTER (R)
217-235-6033
www.dalerighter.com

REP. BRAD HOLBROOK (R)
217-782-8388
www.rephalbrook.com

REP. CHRIS MILLER (R)  
217-558-1040
repcmiller.com

SATURDAY,  
FEBRUARY 16, 2019 12B

CONTACT US:

217-921-3216
nzeman@prairiepress.netSTATE

HAVE YOUR SAY

BRIEFLY

BY JERRY NOWICKI 
jnowicki@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – A bill to 
raise Illinois’ minimum wage 
to $15 by 2025 needs only 
Gov. J.B. Pritzker’s signature to 
become law, and his office said 
he stands ready to act in the 
coming days. 

“Today is a resounding 
victory for the 1.4 million Il-
linoisans who will soon get a 
hard-earned and well-deserved 
raise,” Pritzker said in a news 
release Thursday, Feb. 14. “Af-
ter nearly a decade of delay, I 
applaud the House and Senate 
for passing a living wage with 
the fierce urgency this moment 
requires.”

The House galleries were 
filled with cheers from advo-
cates – many of them currently 
making the minimum wage – 
as the final 69-47-1 favorable 
vote became official. 

Prior to the final vote, Pritz-
ker was on the House floor 
smiling and shaking the hands 
of Democratic lawmakers – 
even as Republican Minori-
ty Leader Jim Durkin was 
lamenting the lack of biparti-
sanship behind the effort in his 
floor speech.  

“This is not the way to start 

out the General Assembly,” 
Durkin said, adding Repub-
licans had, “basically been 
told your interests and your 
thoughts are not valid and we 
don’t care.”   

All in Durkin’s Republican 
caucus were joined by four 
Democrats opposing the bill 
while one, Stephanie Kifowit 
of Aurora, voted present after 
two hours of debate. 

In their final efforts to derail 
the fast-tracked bill, Republi-
cans once again shared stories 
from business owners, uni-
versities, colleges and schools 
within their districts detailing 
layoffs, closures and increased 
property taxes. 

Rep. Charlie Meier, an 
Okawville Republican, said the 
bill would hurt agriculture and 
small-town businesses such as 
groceries. 

“The small family farms will 
suffer the worst with the organ-
ic farms, orchards, vineyards, 
wineries and the livestock in-
dustry being hit the hardest of 
all,” Meier said. “This is anoth-
er Illinois law that will yet again 
put our region at a disadvan-
tage.” 

Rep. Tom Bennett, a Gib-
son City Republican, cited 

a National Federation of In-
dependent Businesses study 
which said Illinois would see 
93,000 jobs lost because of the 
increase. Rep. Terri Bryant, 
a Murphysboro Republican, 
said the bill would cost Illi-
nois’ public universities $112 
million by the time it is imple-
mented. 

Republicans also brought 
up the hundreds of millions 
of dollars the bill would add 
to the state’s expenditures as 
human service providers – es-
pecially nursing homes, 25 of 
which have closed since 2014 
because of inadequate Medic-
aid reimbursements – univer-
sities and other departments 
request more funding to pay 
for the higher labor costs.

But Rep. Will Guzzardi, Sen-
ate Bill 1’s House sponsor, con-
tinued to point to data which 
shows no impact on job losses 
when communities see an in-
cremental minimum wage in-
crease, and spoke to the dignity 
of the worker. 

“The only way to stop being 
poor is to have more money,” 
he said. “And that’s what this 
legislation is going to do. The 
working poor in our state are 
going to have more money. 

We will treat their labor with 
the dignity and respect it de-
serves, and we will allow them 
to provide a better standard of 
living for themselves and their 
families.” 

While Republicans contin-
ued to argue that the studies 
cited by Guzzardi predict 
only an incremental increase 
– not an 82 percent spike in 
six years – many Democrats 
were convinced by the moral 
argument. 

Rep. Emmanuel “Chris” 
Welch of Westchester was 
among them. 

“People should not go to 
work 40 hours a week and 
still not be able to put food 
on the table,” he said. “Dr. 
King said there is nothing but 
short-sightedness to prevent us 
from guaranteeing a livable in-
come for every American. Let’s 
not be shortsighted today.”

Rep. Celina Villanueva, a 
Chicago Democrat, said fur-
ther progress was necessary 
and the fight for 15 was only 
the first step toward worker 
dignity.  

“What we’re really talking 
about is the dignity and re-
spect of our workers,” she said. 
“I don’t think 15 is enough. 

I’ve never thought 15 was 
enough.” 

Guzzardi said 41 percent of 
all workers in Illinois make less 
than $15 per hour, and more of 
those workers are in their 40s, 
50s and 60s than are younger 
than 25; and 48 percent of Afri-
can Americans and 61 percent 
of Latinos make less than $15 
per hour. 

Those minimum-wage 
workers will begin seeing their 
increases in January 2020, 
when the minimum rate goes 
from $8.25 to $9.25 before in-
creasing to $10 on July 1, 2020, 
and $11 on Jan. 1 2021. After 
that, it would increase by $1 
every January until it hits $15 
in 2025.

For Iashea Cross, a personal 
assistant and low-wage worker 
in the health care field who was 
in the gallery from Chicago, 
the bill means a brighter out-
look in the future.

“I might be able to let go of 
that second job in the future 
that I have just to make ends 
meet,” she said. “For me, the 
passage of this bill means that 
finally we are being recog-
nized as the working people of 
the state that help it continue 
to move forward.” 

Illinois’ U.S. 
Senators advance 
bill to expand the 
Lincoln National 
Heritage Area

On Abraham Lincoln’s 
210th birthday, his home 
state’s two U.S. senators 
advanced a bill to expand the 
Lincoln National Heritage 
Area in Illinois. 

Sens. Tammy Duckworth 
(D-Ill.) and Dick Durbin (D-Ill.) 
said in a news release The 
Abraham Lincoln National 
Heritage Area Amendment 
Act, which passed the 
Senate as part of the Natural 
Resources Management Act, 
will add Livingston County, 
the city of Jonesboro in Union 
County and the city of Free-
port in Stephenson County to 
the heritage area.

According to the release, 
this will increase economic 
opportunities for Illinoisans 
working to preserve the 
historic site and create new 
recreation, tourism and 
educational projects. 

U.S. Congressman Adam 
Kinzinger, a Republican from 
Illinois’ 16th District, has 
introduced companion legis-
lation in the U.S. House.

“I am grateful to Senators 
Duckworth and Durbin for 
their efforts to pass this 
legislation, and look forward 
to working with them and the 
entire Illinois Congressional 
delegation to get this bill 
through the House of Rep-
resentatives and signed into 
law,” said Looking for Lincoln 
Executive Director Sarah 
Watson. 

The existing Lincoln 
National Heritage Area was 
established in 2008 and 
consists of 42 central Illinois 
counties stretching from the 
Indiana border to the Mis-
sissippi River. This bill would 
expand it to 43 counties and 
the communities of Freeport 
and Jonesboro.

Lincoln developed his legal 
career and participated in 
the historic Lincoln-Douglas 
debates in the areas added 
under this legislation. 

The site generates ap-
proximately $260 million in 
economic impact, supports 
more than 3,000 jobs and 
generates $25.5 million in 
tax revenue. The release said 
the legislation would not 
add money to the deficit, ac-
cording to the Congressional 
Budget Office. 

Senators 
announce more 
than $5 million to 
improve central 
Illinois rails 

The Illinois Department of 
Transportation will receive 
$5,083,719 in federal funding 
to increase speeds and opera-
tional flexibility for passenger 
and freight rail services in 
Madison County, according 
to a news release from U.S. 
Democratic Sens. Dick Durbin 
and Tammy Duckworth. 

The funding is for the Lenox 
Interlocking Reconfiguration 
Project and comes from the 
U.S. Department of Trans-
portation Federal Railroad 
Administration’s Consolidated 
Rail Infrastructure and Safety 
Improvements Grant Program. 

“Dozens of freight trains 
used the old Lenox Interlock-
ing System each day, slowing 
traffic and causing significant 
delays for rail and highway 
users,” Duckworth said. “This 
critical funding will help our 
state modernize the interlock-
ing and relieve this bottleneck 
to improve reliability and bring 
local jobs to Madison County, 
while also updating our region-
al and national transportation 
systems.”

According to the release, 
IDOT will use these funds to 
reconfigure the Lenox Inter-
locking System in Mitchell, 
which is a critical gateway into 
St. Louis and a chokepoint 
on the Canada-US-Mexico 
trade corridor where four rail 
lines carrying 46 daily trains 
intersect. 

Wage bill soon to be signed
Minimum wage increase heads to Pritzker’s desk, governor will sign ‘in coming days’

SUPPORT AND TEACHING FOR NEW FATHERS

Special to The Prairie Press

Program consultant John Power, left, meets with Brian Bowman, back left, and Brendan Barnett during a strategy session for 
the Raising Up Dads program at New Life Pregnancy Center.

Fathers stand together
BY DONNETTE BECKETT
Decatur Herald & Review

DECATUR, Ill. (AP) — The father 
of an active 3-year-old girl, Brendan 
Barnett wants to be the best dad he can 
for her.

When he heard about Raising Up 
Dads, a support and education pro-
gram for fathers, he thought maybe 
he could learn from others in similar 
phases of life.

"I wanted to see what the other fa-
thers had to say," Barnett said, "and 
learn from them."

The group meets at New Life Preg-
nancy Center for an hour every Mon-
day. Program consultant John Power, 
35, designed the meetings to help fa-
thers find some perspective about their 
future.

"Who I am right now that is proba-
bly what my kid is going to be in about 
20 years," Power said. "So if I'm not OK 
with who I am now, I need to take some 
steps."

Fathers attending the meetings come 
from various backgrounds and all levels 
of parenting. "Some dads come in who 
have a newborn and it's their first kid," 
Power said. "I have some who have 
teenagers and some who are grandpar-
ents raising their grandkids and need a 
refresher."

The meetings last about one hour, 
with the first 30 minutes devoted to 
child development education and re-
flections on parenting. "We are looking 
back on the last week, what was good 
and hasn't been going well or what we 
can work on," Power said. "It's not just 
about discipline. It gets into care and 
how their relationships are with their 
partners and the community. Also tak-
ing care of your mental health."

The remainder of the meeting is an 

open forum with parenting questions 
answered, including partner relation-
ships.

The fathers discuss situations and 
what worked for each. "It is a good ex-
perience to be around other dads and 
talk about how they deal with their 
children," Barnett said. "When they are 
acting out or otherwise."

Brian Bowman, 41, is newly divorced 
from his 3-year-old daughter's mother. 
He said he had some skills but wanted 
to consider ways to improve and fulfill 
both parenting roles.

Bowman attended Raising Up Dads 
to find the support and advice he need-
ed. "Sometimes you need that positive 
feedback and to hear 'hey, it wasn't that 
bad'," he said.

Power was asked to join as a program 
consultant and to create Raising Up 

Dads. He said everything he teaches in 
the program is based on evidence. He 
has a master's degree in social work and 
previously worked with the organiza-
tion Boys Town, a nonprofit that sup-
ports at-risk youth and families. Cur-
rently, he is interning as a social worker 
in the Decatur Public Schools.

His desire to help others began as a 
volunteer at New Life Pregnancy Cen-
ter. He was also a stay-at-home dad for 
several years.

"I thought my experience could 
help," Power said. "I've raised a lot of 
kids through the foster care system, and 
I have kids of my own."

New Life offers other father support 
groups including a Thursday morn-
ing faith-based program for dads and 
Healthy Parenting available for all par-
ents by request.

Dads’ support group offers 
advice, perspective

Special to The Prairie Press

Brian Bowman provides his perspective as a father during a Raising Up Dads 
program strategy session in Decatur. Fathers attending the meetings come from 
various backgrounds and all levels of parenting. “Some dads come in who have a 
newborn and it’s their first kid,” Power said.

BY REBECCA ANZEL
ranzel@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD — A 
Republican state lawmaker 
has proposed legislation to 
impose new restrictions on 
access to late-term abor-
tions.

Rep. Patrick Windhorst, 
a freshman from Metropolis 
and a former Massac Coun-
ty state’s attorney, proposed 
to outlaw the procedure in 
Illinois once the fetus be-
comes viable, except when a 
woman’s life or major bodily 
function is threatened.

“This bill is an effort to 
protect the life of an unborn 
child after the point when 
they can survive outside the 
womb, when basically you’re 
just talking about an issue of 
location — when the child 
is deemed protected by the 
law or not,” he said. “Now, 
obviously there’s going to 
be times when there may 
be a serious physical health 
reason that would justify the 
procedure, and that’s why 
that exception is included in 
the law.”

According to his mea-
sure, a medical emergency 
and major bodily function 
includes normal function 
of the immune, digestive, 
neurological, respiratory 
and circulatory systems, 
among others. His bill does 
not provide an exception for 
protecting the mental health 
of the mother.

“My hope would be that 
there would be a limitation 
on late-term abortions for 
only when it is truly a med-
ical emergency for the wom-
an to protect her life, or seri-
ous physical health,” he said.

The bill specifies a doctor 
who violates the act would 
be committing a felony, 
which is also part of current 
state law, and could lose his 
or her license. It also creates 
an avenue for the woman, 
her husband or the woman’s 
parents to file a lawsuit for 
psychological and physical 
injuries.

Julie Lynn, manager of 
external affairs for Planned 
Parenthood of Illinois, said 
the vast majority of abor-
tions occur very early during 
a pregnancy. When they oc-
cur later, it is almost always 
because a woman’s health or 
life is at risk, or because the 
child cannot survive.

Lawmaker 
proposes 
late-term 
abortion 
restrictions


	A001 PP021619
	A002 PP021619
	A003 PP021619
	A004 PP021619
	A005 PP021619
	A006 PP021619
	A007 PP021619
	A008 PP021619
	A009 PP021619
	A010 PP021619
	A011 PP021619
	A012 PP021619
	B001 PP021619
	B002 PP021619
	B003 PP021619
	B004 PP021619
	B005 PP021619
	B006 PP021619
	B007 PP021619
	B008 PP021619
	B009 PP021619
	B010 PP021619
	B011 PP021619
	B012 PP021619

